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THE | | 


AUTHOR's PREFACE. 


Ior rex to the public this 


- Catechiſm, becauſe thoſe I have read 


are either imperfect, or real theolo- 
gical treatiſes: the former offer to 
young people little more than a long 
ſeries of affirmations without proofs, 


and the latter ſavour more of the pro- 


feſſor than the catechiſt. I am well 
aware that it is difficult to obſerve a 
juſt medium, and of this I ſhall per- 
-haps be a new proof; however, if 


_ twenty-five years, chiefly employed 


in teaching Journ holy truths, can 


give 
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give any experience, I have a right 


to hope that this little book will 
not be fruitleſs. May it at leaſt give 
ſomebody elſe the idea Ld publiſh- 


| ing a better. 


IT have not written for children, 
for I feel myſelf incapable of de- 


ſcending to a level with their capa- 


Cities, I have only attempted being 
uſeful to ſcholars in the firſt claſſes, 


and to the youth of both ſexes who 


are inſtructed for the communion. 
May the Almighty bleſs their endea- 
vours and mine = 


* 


hed 


A CATECHISM. 


A 


CATECHISM. 


PART-L 


WHICH TREATS OF THE TRUTH OF 
RELIGION. 


SECTION I. 
. OF THE MEANS OF ATTAINING HAPPINESS, 


* 


Wnar is the general defire of 
men? 

A. To be happy. 

Q. Do they become ſo ?. 

A. Moſt of them, on the contrary, com- 
plain of their lot. | 
Q. Why do they not attain happineſs ? 
A. Becauſe they (eek 1 it where it neither 

; is, nor can be. 
Q. Where do they ſeek happineſs? 
A. In the 5 good things of this world. 


p Q Why 
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Q. Why cannot the good things of this 
world make us happy ? 

A. For four principal reaſons. 

Q. What is the firſt? 

A. In the firſt place, we are never ſure 
of acquiring thoſe goods even by taking a 
great deal of pains, | 

Q. What is the ſecond ? | 
A. Secondly, if we poſſeſs them, we may 

loſe them by a thouſand ways ; by robbe- 
ries, ſhipwrecks, bankruptcies, lawſuits, &c. 

Q. What is the third reaſon ? 

A. If we were ſure of preſerving even thoſe _ 
goods, we are not ſure of preſerving our 
health : the rich, and even kings themſelves, 
are, as well as the poor, ſubje& to many 
evils, and we cannot be happy whilſt we 
are in pain. 

Q. What is the laſt proof that earthly 
goods cannot make us happy? _ 

A. Laſtly, they cannot protect us from 


| death: and the moſt delightful ſtate, if a 


period may be put to it every moment, de- 

| ſerves not the name of happineſs. 

Q Is there wy way for us to obtain 

_ greater happineſs ? 

A. Yes, and we find it in religion. 
Q. What 
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Q. What is religion 5 


word that ſignifies a tie: and this name was 
ziven to it, becauſe it unites us to God by 
caching us to love him and to merit his 
lo e, 

Q. How can we merit the love of God | 
A. By imitating his virtues; as we be- 


come dear to a good man oF ſtriving to 


reſemble him. 

Q. Does religion ED us e 
happy on earth? 

A. No: becauſe it cannot prevent our 


being ſubject to many injuries from the 
wicked, from ſickneſs and death; but it 


diminiſhes the number of our troubles on 


earth, and augments our pleaſures. 
Q. How does it diminiſh our troubles ? 
A. By making us' laborious, it expels 


poverty and indolence ; by rendering us 


ſober and temperate, it ſecures us from the 


A. The word religion is derived from a- 


evils which an exceſs of pleaſure produ- 


ces; and by promiſing us a much happier 
life after this, it leſſens the terrors of 

death. 
Q. How does religion augment the 
number of our pleaſures in this world? 
= 


z 


A. 7 


1 


A. By rendering us juſt, merciful and 
- Charitable ; it procures us a ſweet peace of 
conſcience, the love of good people, and the 
reſpect even of the wicked; and gives us, 
above all, the delightful hope of infinite 
bliſs after this life. 
Q. In what is this bliſs ſuperior to that 
which the world can procure us ? 
A. In four reſpects. 
Q. What is the firſt? 


A. Our labour and pains to acquire 
the goods of this world are very often 
unſucceſsful ; whereas our efforts to obtain 
the happineſs of the world to come are ſure 
of ſucceſs: God promiſes it; and he can 
neither loſe the power nor the will to per- 
form his promiſes: « God is not a man 
« that he ſhould lie, nor the ſen of man 
ce that he ſhould repent.” Num. xxii. 19. 
Q. What is the ſecond advantage of the 
happineſs to come over that of this world ? 
A. We are liable to loſe, by a thouſand 
accidents, the goods of the world, but no 
one can rob us of the gifts of God. 
Q. What is the third? 8 
A. In the world to come we mall be 
exempt from all infirrnities and diſorders, 
which 


GE 3 
which frequently imbitter all our pleaſures wh 
here below. 1 

Q. What is the fourth? 

A. We cannot here be ſure of living one [i 
day ; whereas we ſhall there be certain of 1 
living for ever, and the enjoyment of each \} 
moment will increaſe from the ſweet aſſu- Y 
rance of it its duration. 15 \ 


SECT. . N 

OF THE EXISTENCE AND PERFECTIONS "Ry 
OF GOD. [| 

Q. Into how many parts may oy be "I 
divided ? 1 


A. Into two: the firſt of which com- 
prehends what we are to believe; and the 
ſecond, what we are 0 do, in order to ar- . 
rive at happineſs. ö 

Q. Where do we find an abridgment of 
what we are to believe? | 

A. In the apoſtles' creed; ſo called, not 
that they compoſed it, but, becauſe it is a | 
ſummary of the truths which they preached. 4 

Q. What is the firſt article of the creed? | 

A. I believe in God the Father Al- bo 
mighty, maker of heaven and earth,” 


B 3 Q. Why 1 
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Q. Why is this article the firſt ? 
A. Becauſe all religion is founded on 
the principle of the exiſtence of a God. 
Q. What is God? 
A. God is an infinite and perfe ſpirit. 
Q.. What is a ſpirit? 


A. It is an incorporeal being endowed 
with thought and underſtanding, ſuch, for 
inſtance, as is our ſoul. 


Q. What 1s an infinite ſpirit ? 


A. It is a being, whoſe thought and in- 


- telligence are unbounded ; that is to ſay, 
who thinks of every thing, and penetrates 
into every thing at once, without the leaſt 
effort. 

Q. What is a perfect ſpirit ? 

A. It is a being in whom are united, in 
the higheſt degree, all the excellent e 
called perfections. 

Q. What are the perfections of God? 

A. Eternity, omnipotence, unity, immor- 
tality, omnipreſence, omniſcience, behe- 
ficence, wiſdom, holineſs and juſtice. 

Q. How do you know that God poſſeſſes 
all theſe perfeCtions ? 

A. As we know a -— by his work, 
ſo this univerſe declares to us the perfec- 


tions 


4 


1 1 
tions of its Creator. “ For the inviſible 
« things of him from the creation of the 

c world are clearly ſcen, faith St. Paul, be- 
« ing underſtood by the things that are 

© made, even his eternal power and god- 
© head.” Rom. i. 20. 

Q. What do you mean by ſaying that 
God is eternal ? 

A. I mean that he hus Aways exiſted. 

Q. How do you know that he has al- 
ways exiſted ? 

A. If there had been a time when 
nothing exiſted, nothing would now exiſt ; 
for nothing can produce nothing. Since 
then there exiſt many things which have 
not always been, as men, animals, and 
plants; there muſt alſo be a being who has 
ever exiſted, who gave exiſtence to every 

thing, and who received it from no one 
himſelf; and this being is God. 
os But 'might not the world be eternal ? 
If the world were eternal, the arts 

1 ae would be infinitely mote an- 
cient than they are; and the hiſtory of man- 
kind would comprehend, at leaſt, millions 
of ages; whereas it only includes about ſix 


thouſand years, 
Q. Might 
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4 Might not the world be the effect of 
chance ? 

A. Chance 1s but a word and can pro- 
duce nothing; and if it would be abſurd to 
believe that it made a watch or a houſe, it 
would be ſtill more abſurd to think that it 


could conſtruct this magnificent univerſe. 


Q. Does the univerſe really bear the 


marks of its being the work of an almighty, 
all-wiſe and good Being? 


A. Theſe marks are every where viſible 
in the heavens, on earth and in man, to 
any one that will attend to them.* 

Q. Mention ſome marks of theſe perfec- 
tions in the heavens ? 

A. If the ſtars were not the work of an 
intelligent Being, who is as powerful as he 


is good, they would float at random, daſh 


againſt each other and ſoon plunge the uni- 
verſe into darkneſs and confuſion ; whereas, 
each keeps its place, and contributes by its 
regular courſe to the univerſal harmony. 


* The catechiſt may add that as the moſt excellent 


bock is uſeleſs to thoſe who do not read it, we "muſt 
alſo ſeek the Creator in his creatures, in order to diſ- 


cover him ; but that many men have eyes and ſee not, 
and ears, and hear not. 


Q. Go 


[$3 


Go on. 


| Fo If the ſun were nearer to us, we 


ſhould die with heat; if it were farther from 
us, we ſhould periſh with cold, and the 
productions of the earth could not ripen. 
There was certainly then much wiſdom in 
placing it preciſely ſo as to warm without 
conſuming us. 


Q. How are the perſeRions of God viſi- 
ble on earth? 

A. They are viſible, firſt, in the great 
number of animals which feed and clothe 
us, and aſſiſt us in our labour: ſecondly, 
in the infinite multitude of plants, pulſe, 


trees, and ſhrubs with which our earth is 


covered; each of which contributes either 
to our wants or pleaſures: thirdly, even in 
the colour of the fields, which would inſpire 
melancholy if they were black, and fatigue 
che ſight if they were white or red; but the 


verdure of them on the contrary refreſnes 


and delights the eye.“ 


9 The catechiſt may even add chat God has varied 


his gifts according to the different climates. He has, 


for inſtance, given ſilk and cotton to the warm coun- 


tries of the ſouth, and furs to the cold regions of the 


Q. How 


north. 
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Q. How do the perfections of God ſhew . 


themſelves in man ? 
A. It would be endleſs to relate all the 


proofs, . but one muſt be blind not to fee 


and acknowledge them in ovr faculties of 
ſeeing, ſpeaking and hearing ; and in the 
conſcience. 
Q. What is your opinion of theſe? 
A. The eyes are two faithful mirrors 


where the whole univerſe preſents itſelf; 


but they would be uſeleſs if they were under 
our feet or under our arms. It was wiſe 
then to place them as a centinel at the 
upper part of the head. 


Q. Go on. 


A. Nothing is more e than to 
ſee that men, by moving their tongues in a 


particular manner, can communicate their 


ideas and diſcoveries to each other: tell 
each other of their mutual wants and con- 
cert together the means of ſupplying them. 


One muſt be ſenſeleſs indeed to ſuppoſe 


that chance could form and place the lungs, 


the wind-pipe, the palate, the teeth and 


lips in ſuch a manner as to produce ſpeech 

by their combined motion. 
Q What do you ſay of the ear? 

| A. That 


18 
A. That its concave form and the nu- 
merous turnings by which it is enabled to 
re- unite ſounds and preſent them diſtinctly 
to the ſoul, cannot be the effect of chance, 


and are evidently the work of a wiſe and 
ighty hand. 


What is conſcience ? 
It is that inward ſentiment, which 
affords us joy and ſelf-approbation when we 
have done a good action; but which, on 
the other hand, torments and condemns us, 
when we have committed any evil. 

Q How does this conſcience prove that 
there is a God? EY 

A. Chance, being without intelligence, 
could never give us this lively ſenſe of good 
and evil: we muſt then have received it 
from a good and holy being, who employs 


this powerful means to turn us from vice 


and incline us to virtue. 


Q. Have theſe proofs of the exiſtence 
of God ſtruck mankind in general ? 


A. Yes, all known nations have acknow- 


ledged a Deity and worſhipped him. 
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SECT. III. 


| CONTINUATION OF THE PERFECTIONS 


OF GOD. 


Te What do you mean by ſaying that 


God is almighty ? 


A. I mean that he can by his will exe- 


cute every thing he pleaſes. 
Q. How do you know that God is al- 


mighty? 


A. By the numberleſs beings which he 


has created out of nothing; by their enor- 


mous ſize, or their infinite ittleneſs.“ 
Q. How do you know that there 1s but 
one God ? 


9 The catechiſt will here give ſome account of the 


multitude of birds, beaſts, inſects and fiſhes, which 
inhabit the air, the earth and fea. He may alſo add 


that aſtronomers agree in believing the ſun. to be a 
million of times larger than the earth; and that the 
fixed ftars are ſo many ſuns ; and that by the help of 


a microſcope we. diſcover animals to which the mite 


ſeems an elephant: ſo that the power of God is equally 


viſible in the ſmalleſt as well as the greateſt of his 
works, 


A. One 


1 


A. One Almighty God has created all 
things that exiſt; and it is impoflible there 
ſhould be two almighty beings. 

Q. Prove this impoſſibility. 

A. Theſe two beings would be equal or 
unequal in power. If they were unequal, 
he who had moſt power would alone be 
almighty. If they were equal, the one 
could not deſtroy the other, conſequently 
could not be almighty. 


2 What do you mean by ſaying that 
God is immortal? 


A. I mean, that as he always has exiſted, 
lo he always will exiſt, 

Q. Prove that God cannot die. 

A. If he has given life to all, he can 
undoubtedly preſerve his own. 


Q. What do you mean by ſaying that 
God 1s omnipreſent ? 


a A. I mean that he ſees all that paſſes in 
h the whole univerſe, and that he can, at the 
d ſame time, act every where. 
a 


Q. Prove that God is every where 285 
t ent. 


A. If there were a place where his power 


ly and wiſdom did not reach, we might ex- 
us clude them from a ſecond, from a third, 
"N C and 
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and from a hundred ; and at laſt exclude 
them from the world ; but as the laſt exclu- 
ſion would be ridiculous, it is proved, that 
God fees all, and can act at the ſame time 
every where, 


Q. W hat do mou mean by ſaying that 


God is omniſcient ? 


A. I mean that he knows all things that 
exift, the manner in which they exiſt, and 
the qualities of each being and each thing ; 
and every thing that may happen in all 


eternity. 


Prove that God knows every thing ? 

A. If even amongſt men, a workman 

knows his own works, God muſt undoubtedly 

know his perfectly, ſince he made the matter 
as well as the form. 

Q. What do you mean by ſaying that 
God is beneficent? 

A. I mean that he is always diſpoſed 1 to 


do good to his creatures. 


Q. What proofs have you of God's 
goodneſs? 


A. The exiſtence which he has given us; 


the bleflings with which it is accompanied; 
the patience with which he for a un time 


bears 
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bears our faults, and the eternal happinefs 
he deſtines us after this life. 

Q. If God is good and almighty, how 


are we expoſed to fo many diſeaſes, to fa- 
mines, earthquakes, and inundations ? 


A. In the firſt place, if men were induſ- 
trious and ſober, they would not be expoſed 
to many of the evils which they ſuffer, and 
would never be deprived of neceſſaries. 
And, ſecondly, chaſtiſements are often ne- 
ceſſary to check the preſumption of men, 
and correct their vices: when a father can- 
not, by his indulgence, make his children 


_ grateful and docile, his goodneſs obliges 


him to puniſh their ingratitude. 

Q. What do you mean by ſaying that 
God is all-wiſe? 
A. I mean that every thing he does, is, 
for the moſt vſeful and reaſonable purpoſes : 
and that he always accompliſhes it- by the 
fitteſt and moſt proper means. 

Q. How do you know that God is all- 
wiſe ? 

A. We have already hen ſeveral proofs 


of it in the preceding ſection, and we might 


examine the whole univerſe without exhauſt- 


ing them. The more we obſerve the 


C 2 works 
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works of God, the more admirable do we 
find them. 

Q. What do you mean by ſaying that 
God is holy? 
A. I mean that he deteſts vice and loves 
virtue infinitely. 

Q. How do you know that God is holy | ? 

A. Becauſe the cavſes which incite us 
to ſin, have no influence upon him. 

Q. From what caufes do we fin? 

A. We ſin ſometimes from error, and 
becauſe we miſtake evil for good. We lin 
oftener ſtill, becauſe, for want of juſt means 
to obtain what we defire, we employ vice 
and wickedneſs. 

Prove that theſe two cauſes have no 
ee over God. 

A. As he knows every thing, he cannot 
be miſtaken with reſpect to what is com- 
mendable or blameable; and can never 
ceaſe to feel the excellence of virtue, and the 
turpitude of vice. In the ſecond place, as 
he can do every thing, he is never rempted 
to employ bad ways to execute his defigns. 

Q What do you mean by laying "that 
God is juſt ? 

A. I mean that he requizes nothing of 
| us, 


E 

us, but what is quite reaſonable and per- 
fectly within our reach. 

Q. How do you know that he is juſt? 

A. As he formed us himſelf, he muſt 
Know what we are capable of: and the ſum- 
mary of his laws, is, to love him and our 
fellow-creatures; which no one can pre- 
ſume to ſay is too much for him to do. 


SECT. EN. 
OF PROVIDENCE. 
| What do we mean when we fay that 
there 1s a Providence ? 
A. That the Supreme Being did not 
abandon the world after he had created it; 


but, on the contrary, takes the moſt tender 


and conſtant care of it; inſomuch that no- 
thing happens in it without his permiſſion, 
Q. What proofs have we of a Provi- 
dence? _ 

A. We have three capital proofs. 

Q. What is the firſt ? | 

A. If men do not abandon their chil- 
dren, it is incredible that God ſhould for- 


lake his; becauſe it is impoſſible that the 


C-4 Creator 
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Creator can be leſs good than his creatures, 


and that he who gave us compaſſion, ſhould 
have none himſelf.“ 


Q. What is the ſecond proof of Pro- 
vidence? 

„A. It is experience. The regular courſe 
of the planets, the ſucceſſion of ſeaſons, the 
multiplication of men and animals, and the 
annual return of the harveſts which feed 
them, atteſt indeed that God watches con- 
tinually over our happineſs.f 


Q. What is the third proof of a Pro- 


| vidence * ? 


A. It is drawn from the revelations 


which God has granted to men. If he did 


Ihe catechift will obſerve that we can ſtill leſs ſuſ- 
pect the heavenly Father of men of fo cruel a neglect, 
ſince he needs only to be willing, to procure them all 
they want; whereas earthly fathers can only ſupply 


the wants of their families by dint of labour and at- 
tention. 


+ The catechiſt Will here remark particularly, Aa 
we ſhould in vain till and ſow our fields, if the Al- 


mighty did not fertilize them by an admirable mixture 


of drought and rain, which we are abſolutely unable 
to. procure them; fince we are no more able to aſſem- 
ble the clouds and diffolve them into rain when the 
carth wants watering, than we are to diſperſe them 
when it wants the heat of the ſun. 


not 
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not really take a lively intereſt in them, he 
would not have revealed to them what they 
are to do to arrive at happinels. 

Q. If nothing happens in the world with- 
out the permiſſion of the Supreme Being, 
why is there ſo much wickedneſs com- 
mitted in it? 

As Becauſe God has created us free, 
that is to ſay, capable of preferring vice to 
vittue, and error to truth. 

Q. If liberty is the fource of our fins, 
would it not have been better if God had 
not given it us? 

A. No, becauſe if we were not free, God 
could not reward us. 

Q. Why could he not reward us ? 

A. Becauſe we cannot reward a perſon 
for having done what he could not avoid 
doing ; nor for having abſtained from what 
it was impoſſible for him to do. 
Q. Explain this by ſome example? 

A. Suppoſe a man had his feet and hands 
bound, we could not commend him for 
not having killed any perſon; but if, hav- 
ing the uſe of all his members, he not only 
refrains from hurting any one, out of love 
for God and men, but, on the contrary, 
does 
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does his fellow · creatures all the good is 


can, he would be virtuous and deterving of 


a reward, 


W hat muſt we infer from hence ? 

A. That liberty conſtitutes the true 
nobleneſs of man; and to complain that 
God has beſtowed it upon him, is to com- 
plaip that he has not made a ſtatue or a 
machine of him. _ 

Q. If men make a bad uſe of thi 
liberty, have they a richt to find fault With 
God for it? 

A. Undoubtedly not; ſince God makes 
vſe of the moſt powerful means to prevent 


their doing evil: he terrifies them by their 


conſcience, he enlighrens them by his laws, 


he makes virtue the moſt magnificent pro- 


miſes, and threatens their crimes with the 


ſevereſt puniſhments.“ 


If there is a Providence, why are the 
wicked often happy, and good Fre 
miſerable ? 


The catechiſt will obſerve, that if a man were to 
kill himſelf with a ſword which a friend had given him 
to enable him to gain a crown, he himſelf would be 
blameable, and not the friend that armed him, 


A. It 
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A. It is, in the firſt place, very falſe 
that the wicked are happy ; their remorſe 
alone would. prevent it. Good people are, 
on the contrary, moſt of them happy, and 


enjoy at leaſt the ineſtimable peace of the _ 


ſoul. In ſhort, this life is a time of trial 
for men: we muſt vanquiſh before we are 
crowned, as we ſow before we reap. A 
ſtruggle of a few years muſt appear ſhort, 


when endleſs happineſs is to be the prize 
of it. 


Q. What effect ought the perſuaſion of 


a Providence have on us ? 

A, It ought to make us thankful to God 
for all the bleſſings we enjoy; to truſt in 
him in all our afflictions, and to merit his 
protection by living as if always in his ſight. 


SECT. V. 
OF THE INSPIRATION OF MOSES. 


N Did men always acknowledge the To 


perfections of the Supreme Being? 


A. No: hiſtory tells us, on the contrar y. 


that they fell early into idolatry. 
Q. What is 1dolatry ? et 
„ A. It 
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with which God honoured him? 
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4 It is the worſhip paid to falſe gods. 

Q. What were the falſe gods ſubſtituted 
in the place of the true one? 

A. The ſun, the moon, and the ſtars; 
and the inventors of the moſt uſeful arts, 
legiſlators, and good kings. In ſhort, 


men fo far forgot their own dignity as to 


deify ſeveral ſorts of animals, and even the 

ſtatues of theſe chimerical gods. 
Q. Did God abandon them. in this dit. 

graceful ſtate ? 


A. No: he revealed himſelf to the Iſra- 


elites, that there might be a people on earth 


who would proteſt againſt the idolatry of 


others; and who might at leaſt teach all 


their neighbours to. adore _y the adorable 
Being. 

Q. How did God reveal himſelf to the 
Iſraelites? 

A. He endued one of them with ſuper- 
natural knowledge, that he might, by his 
laws, protect them from the vices and reli- 
gious errors of other nations. TY 

Q. Who was this law-giver ? 

A. This law-giver was ; Moſes. | 

Q. Where do we find the revelations 


A. In 
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A. In the firſt five books of the Bible. 

Q. What is the Bible? 

A. The word Bible ſignifies 'book, and 
this name was given it, becauſe it is the beſt 
and moſt uſeful of books. 

Q. Into how many parts is the Bible 
divided? 

A. Into two; of which the firſt is called 
the Old Teſtament, and the ſecond the New 

Teſtament. 

Q. What is the Old Teſtament ? 

A. It is a collection of the books written 
by Moſes and the Prophets before the com- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Q. What is the New Teſtament ? 

A. It is a collection of the books written 
by the apoſtles and evangeliſts ſince the 

coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Q. What proofs have we that Moſes was 
really inſpired by God? 

A. We have three: firſt, his character; 
ſecondly, the excellence of his laws; thirdly, 
the miracles he wrought. 

Q. How does his character prove that 
he was a true prophet * ? 

A. Becauſe there is in it ſo much can- 
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dour and diſintereſtedneſs, that it is impoſſi- 
ble to believe he could be an impoſtor. 

Q. What traits of candour do you re- 
mark in it? 

A. He tells us, for inner that he had 
an impediment in his ſpeech, and was ex- 
cluded from the land of promiſe for having 
ſmote the rock to which he ſhould only have 
ſpoken: he relates likewiſe the odious part 


which his great grandfather Levi took in 


the maſſacre of the Shechemites, and in the 


| ſelling of Joſeph, and the crime which his 


brother Aaron was guilty of in making the 


golden calf. Exod. iv. 10. Numb. xx. 7— 


12. Gen. xxxiv. 25, 26, xxxvii. 27. Exod. 
xxxli. I—6., 


Q. What marks of diſintereſtedneſs are 
there in his life? 

A. Having been adopred by the king of 
Egypt's daughter, he had conſequently a 


right to aſpire to the higheſt employments ; - 
but he renounced all to eſpouſe the cauſe of 
his oppreſſed countrymen. 


Q. How do his laws prove his miſſion i '$ 
A. Firſt, becauſe he is the only legiſlator 


of antiquity who taught his people to wor- 


ſhip only the true God, Secondly, Becauſe 


[ 25 ? 

he did not confine himſelf merely to for- 
bidding vice, but taught them every virtue; 
above all, beneficence towards the unfortu- 
nate, and even the love of ſtrangers. In 
ſhort he employed means to. ſupport his laws, 
which an impaſide would never have 
adopted. | 

Q. What are thoſe means ? 

A. He commanded the Hebrews to go 


three times a year to the place where the 


tabernacle was to be built, there to cele- 
brate by feafts the greateſt benefits of the 


Supreme Being; and he forbad them to 


ſow their fields every ſeventh year, promi- 
ſing them that the ſixth year ſhould bring 
forth: three times as much as the other years. 
Exod. xxxiv. 23, 24, Lev. xxv. 3, 4, 20, 21. 
Q. Why could not an impoſtor have 
eſtabliſhed-theſe laws? 


A. Becauſe the firſt " expoſed the He- 


brews, three times a year, to be ruined by 
their neighbours: and every ſeventh year, 
they were in. danger of dying with hunger. 


God only was able to protect them from 
theſe misfortunes. An impoſtor could not 


promiſe himſelf the er of God; for 
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the God of truth can never ſupport de- 
ception. 


| 
| Q. What is the third dive of the inſpi- 
| 


ration of Moſes ? 

A. His miracles. 

Q. What is a miracle? 

A. It is an action above human power, 
performed for a deſign worthy of the Moſt 
TR: 
Q. What miracles did Moſes perform? 
A. He threw his rod before the king 

of Egypt and it became a ſerpent : he 
\'F changed the river Nile into blood, and 
1 covered Egypt ſucceſſively with frogs, in- 
hr | ſets and darkneſs: he cauſed all the firſt 
born of the Egyptians to be ſlain in one 
night: he parted the waters of the Red Sea, 
and cauſed his people to walk through it 
on dry ground; in ſhort, he fed them forty 
years in the wilderneſs wich manna, which 
fell from heaven every day, except the 


ſabbath day.“ Q. How 
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* The catechiſt will obſerve, that if it is ſaid in the 
book of Exodus, that the magicians imitated the three 
laſt of theſe miracles, the very nature of the thing 
prove that this imitation was very weak and imperfect. 
Since the Nile was in fact, already changed into 
blood, it could not ve that river they metamorphoſed; 


it 


L474] 


Q. How is it known that Moſes per- 
formed all theſe miracles ? | 

A. By the teſtimony of the Jews, who 
could not be deceived in ſuch facts.“ 


it was then a pond, or baſin of water, to which they 
gave the colour of blood by ſome artifice. 
Neither could they bring frogs upon the land which 


was already covered with them; but they could eaſily, 


by means of a ſubterranean canal, make a few paſs 
into ſome land that was free from the plague, ſuch, for 
inſtance, as was the land of Goſhen. In ſhort, having 
pretended to be inveſted with miraculous power, they 
muſt have acquired- the dexterity of mountebanks to 
ſupport their credit; thus, they might have concealed 
a ſerpent in the hollow of a ſtick, and cunningly take 
away the one as they threw out the other, Jugglers do 
more difficult things every day. If the magicians could 
have performed real miracles, they would have de- 
ſtroyed the frogs and reſtored the Nile to its purity : 
this they did not even attempt, and Moſes did both. 


*The catechiſt will obſerve, that it was impoſſible 
the Jews ſhould not know whether they had ſeen the 
Nile changed into blood, and Egypt a prey to frogs, 
to hail, to inſeQs, and thre? days darkneſs : whether 
there was a great cry in the land, becauſe there was a 
corpſe in every houſe : whether a pillar of fire gave 
them light in their flight out of Egypt: whether the 
ſea opened to give them a free paſſage ; and afterwards 


| Cloſed on Pharaoh and his army: whether they had 


eaten manna, and whether the gift of that manna was 
W 8 on the ſeventh day. 


oh Q. But 
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Q. But could not the Hebrews have 

pretended to believe theſe miracles, becauſe 
they had a great de for their own na- 
tion? 

A. No; becuule- with theſe miracles 
Moſes relates all their crimes: and the more 
| honour'the firſt do them, the more do the 
laſt cover them with ſhame. 

Were the miracles of Moſes per- 
formed for a deſign worthy of the Moſt 
i | High: ? | 
| A. Certainly, ſince they were performed 
| to deliver an oppreſſed people, and to make 
them faithful to the true God and to virtue. 


SECT. VI. 
OF THE CREATION. 


Q. Do the books of Moſes only tell us 
of the laws which he gave the Jews, and the 
aura which God wrought for them, 
A. They tell us beſides of che origin .of 
all things, and the principal events in the 
hiſtory of mankind till his own time. 
Q. What do they ad of che origin of all 
„ things ? 
1 TD A. That 
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A. That in the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. Gen. 1. 1. 
Q. When was the world created ? 
A. About four thouſand years before the 
birth of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Q. How long was God in creating the 
world ? | 
A. Six days. 
Q. What did he create the firſt day? 
A. He created the light, to diſtinguiſh 
the day, from the night. Gen, i. 3, 4. 
Q. What did he create the ſecond day? 
A. The firmament or the air, which ſur- 
rounds the earth. Ver. 6, 7 5 
Q. What did he create the third day 3 
A. The earth and the ſeas, which he 
parted from each other; and all ſorts of 
plants, trees and ſnrubs, which grew on the 
the earth with their ſeeds. Ver. g—12. 
Q. What did he create the fourth day? 
A. The ſun, the moon and ſtars to give 
light by day and by, night, and to mark 
the times and ſeaſons, Ver. 14—18. 
Q. What did he create the fifth day? 
A. Birds, fiſhes, inſects and reptiles 
Ver. 20-22, 
Q. What did he create the ſixth day ? 
D 3 A. All 


Ca 


1 
A. All ſorts of beaſts, and the firſt man. 
Q. What did he do the ſeventh day. 
A. He reited, or ceaſed to create; and 
ſanctified that day, or conſecrated it to his 
ſervice. 
Q. Could not God have created every 
ching! in an inſtant? 
A. Undoubtedly. 5 
Q. Why then was he ſix days Ray it? 
A. To inſtru& us in the order he ob- 
ſerved in the creation, and to teach us of 
his example to work fix days. 
Q. How did God create all things > 
A. By his word, that is to ſay, by an act 
of his will. He ſpake and it was done; he 
commanded and it ſtood faſt.” Pf. xxxiii. 9. 
Q. Who was the firſt man, and of what 
was his body formed ? 
A. Adam was the firſt man, and his 
body was formed of earth. 8 
Q. How did God animate this WT 
A. God breathed into him the breath of 
life, and man became a living ſoul. Lage 
Q. What en, ra man, above all, 
from other animals ? 52 
A. His being created in God's own 
in 


Q. pi 


18 
Q. Did this likeneſs reſpect his body or 
his ſoul ? | 


A. His ſoul e ſince God is 
a ſpirit, and has no body. 


Q. In what did this likeneſs of God in 


man conſiſt ? 
A. In his foul being ſpiritual, or cope 
of knowledge ; free, or capable of chooſing 
innocent, or inclined to virtue; A 
or capable of an eternal exiſtence; and, in 
thort, in the dominion which God gave him 
over other animals.“ 

Q Do you think that the dominion 
given to man over animals authorizes him 
to treat them with cruelty ? 


A. No; he would then be their tyrant 


and not their king: he ſhould ſhew him- 


ſelf worthy of the pre-eminence he has ob- 


tained by his moderation ; and all ſenſible 
beings have a right to our pity. 


Q. Where was Adam put after he was 


created? 


A. Adam was root into the garden of 


* The catechiſt will take care to * that none 


of cheſe * — to the body. 
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Eden, which is called the terreſtrial paradiſe, 

to dreſs and keep it. Gen. ii. 15. 

Q. What was the garden of paradiſe ? 

A. It was a beautiful place watered with 
rivers, and planted with all ſorts of trees. 

Q What trees were there amongſt others 
which are now no longer known? 

- A. There was the tree of life, and: the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil; and 
God forbad Adam to eat of the fruit of the 
ferond. - 

Q. Why did God forbid him? 

A. To give him an E_—_ = prov- 
ing his obedience. 

* Did God leave Adam alone in Eden: 

No; he gave him © an help meet for 

Pee who was Eve his Wife. Gen. ii. 18. 

How was ſhe made? 

K. Out of one of Adam's ribs, which God 

took from him whilſt he ſlept. Gen. ii. 21. 

Q What did Adam do when, on 
awaking, he ſaw her? : 

A. He ſaid, this is now © bone of my 
bones, and fleſh of my fleſh.” Gen. ii. 2 3. 
Q. What did he mean by that. 

A. That having been taken from his 
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own body, ſhe ought to be cloſely united to 
him. | 
Q. Why did God only create one man 
and one woman ? 

A. Becauſe, if he had created e the 
deſcendants of the one would have looked 
on the deſcendants of the other as ſtrangers; 
whereas, having all one common father, 
they cannot ceaſe, without blindneſs, to love 
each other like brothers. 


--SECT.. VI 
OF ADAM'S SIN, OF THE WICKEDNESS OF 
| HIS DESCENDANTS, AND OF THE DELUGE, 


Q. Did Adam and Eve obey God's pro- 
hibition ? 

A.. No; they both ate of the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
By whom were they N to this 

1 5 
Adam was enticed to it by Eve, his 
BF who had been ſeduced by the ſerpent, 
that is to ſay, by the devil. 
Q. What do you mean by the devil, who 
ſeduced Eve in the form of a ſerpent ? 
Ds A. I mean 
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A. I mean a. fallen angel or evil ſpirit, 
an enemy to God and man.“ 

Q. How was Eve ſeduced ? NZ 

A. Eve was ſeduced by the two propenſi- 
ties, which have ever ſince been the moſt fatal 
to the virtues of men, ſenſuality and pride : 
ſhe thought the fruit would be as agreeable 
to the talte, as it was to the eye, and gave 


credit to the promiſes of the evil ſpirit, that 


by eating it ſhe would acquire divine know- 
ledge. Gen. iii. 5, 6. 

Q. Did not God puniſh the diſobedience 
of our firſt parents ? 

A. Yes; they were driven from the ter- 
reſtrial paradiſe, and from that time became 
ſubject to death. 

Q. Did not God inflict a particular pu- 
niſhment on Adam? 

A. Les; God declared that he ſhould no 
longer obtain from the earth, but by pain- 
ful labour, thoſe productions with which 
before it furniſhed him ſpontaneouſly. | 

-.Q; What was Eve's Parcels puniſn- 
ment = 


2 The catechif will add, that ſcripture tells us, 
that before the creation of man ſeveral angels revolted 
againſt God. 2 Pet, 1 ul. 4+ Joes vi. 


A. God 
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A. God declared to her that ſhe ſheuld 
bring forth children with pain, and be ſub- 
ject to her huſband.“ 

Q. What were the conſequences of 
Adam's fin to his deſcendants ? 

A. All his deſcendants ſinned like him, 
and like him became ſubject to death. 


« By one man fin entered into the world,” 


faith St. Paul, „and death by fin; and ſo 
« death paſſed upon all men, for that all 
ce have ſinned.” Rom. v. 12. h 
Q. What does Moſes tell us of the lives 
of the firſt men ? | 
A. That men lived to a much greater 
age then than they do now, even to more 
than nine hundred years. f 
Q. With what view may we preſume 
that God granted them ſuch long lives? 
A. It is probable that God wiſhed by 


this means to haſten the population of the 
earth, and the progreſs of agriculture and 


*The catechiſt will add, that even in puniſhing 
them God ſhewed his goodneſs, and promiſed them a 
reſtorer, who ſhould bruiſe the head of the ſerpent, 
or deſtroy the empire of the wicked ſpirit : and this 
reſtorer was Jeſus Chriſt, who has opened to men the 
road to a paradiſe far ſuperior to that of Eden. 
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the arts; and preſerve more clearly among 
men the remembrance of the creation, and 
the great events which followed it: events, 
of which each patriarch was, as it were, a 
living record, 

Q. What does Moſes ay of Adam s firſt 
children? | 

A. That his firſt two en bert Cala and 
Abel: Abel was a ſhepherd and Cain a 
tiller of the ground: that Abel offered of 
the firſtlings of his flock to God, and Cain 
of the fruits of the earth, and that God re- 
ceived the ſacrifice of the firſt favourably, 
but rejected that of Cain. 

Q. What were the conſequences? 

A. Cain, enraged that God preferred 


Abel to him, ſought a quarrel with his bro- 
ther and killed him.* 


Q. What does Moſes tel us of the de- 
ſcendants of Cain? =, 
A. That they were wicked like himſelf, 
and that from that time ſin ſpread itſelf 
more e and more in the world. | 


* The catechift may add afl that the to author has | 
ſaid of Cain. Gen. iv. 8— 16. 


Q. What 
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Q. What ſons did God give Adam after 
the death of Abel? 


A. He gave him Seth whoſe family 


ſerved God for ſome time. 
Who was the moſt illuſtrious patri- 


arch deſcended from Seth? 


A. Enoch, of whom furripture faith that 


he walked with God, and God took him. 


Gen. v. 24. 
Q. What was meant by that? 

= That Enoch always conducted him 
ſelf as if in the fight of God, and had no- 
thing ſo much at heart as to pleaſe him; 
and to recompenſe him God took him alive 
into heaven, by which he taught the men 


of that time that there is a great reward for 


virtue after this life. 

Q. What happened to the poſterity of 

Seth after ſome time ? 

A. They became corrupted by allying 
themſelves in marriage with the su 
race of Cain. 

Q. What does this teach us ? | 
A. That the wicked ſucceed ſooner in 
corrupting the good, than the good in cor- 
recting the wicked; and that, conſequently, 
we cannot too carefully avoid all intimacy 
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with the laſt. “ Evil communications cor- 


rupt good manners,” faith St. Paul. 1 Cor. 


xv. 33. 
Q. What did God do to ſtop this gene- 


ral corruption ? 

A. He warned men by a jun man called 
Noah, that he would bear with them no 
longer than a hundred and twenty years; 


and that if they did not mend in that time, 
he would deſtroy them by water. Gen. 


vi. 3—7. 

Q. Did men take advantage of this long 
delay to repent ? 

A. No; they braved the threats of God, 
deſpiſed the exhortations of Noah, and be- 
came more and more depraved, ſo that 


God ſent a flood which deſtroyed them all. 


Q. Did no one eſcape from this deluge ? 
A. God preſerved Noah and his family 


from it, becauſe he was a good man. 


Q. How was Noah preſerved? 
' A. He built, beforehand, by the order 
of God, an ark or a large veſſel, three ſto- 
ries high, and went into it, a week before 


the flood, with his wife, his three ſons and 


their three WIVES, Gen. vi. 14—18. 
a W hat 
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Q. What elſe did God command him 
to take into the ark with him? 

A. He ordered him to take of every 
* ſort of clean animals, or ſuch as were eaten, 
ſeven pairs, and two pairs of each ſort of 
unclean animals, with proviſions neceſſary 
for them. Gen. vi. 19, 20. 

Q. How long did the flood laſt? 

A. All the earth and even the higheſt 
mountains were covered with water "fifty 
days, and were only dry at the end of a year. 
God then commanded Noah to come out 
of the ark with his family. Gen. vii. 14—19. 

Q. Was the remembrance of the de- 
luge preſerved only in ſcripture ? © 

A. It was preſerved in ancient times 
among molt nations.“ 

© When did the deluge happen ? 

A. The deluge happened one thouſand 
ſix hundred and fifty-ſix years after the cre- 
ation of the world. 


i The catechiſt will add, that there ftill remains a 
ſtriking proof of it in the numerous, and vaſt beds of 
ſhells which are found on the tops of many mountains. 


SECT. 


SECT. VIII. 
OF THE TIME WHICH ELAPSED FROM TH 
- FLOOD. TO THE TIME OF JACOB. 


Q What did Noah do after his deli- 


verance? 
A. He built an altar and offered ſacri- 


fices on it to God, as a mark of his gra- 
2 titude. 


Q. Did God receive them fvoutibly? 
A. Yes; the homage of a govd man is 


always agreeable to him. God even aſſu- 


red Noah that he would never again ſend 


a flood upon the earth, and gave him the 


rainbow as a ſign of it. 

Q. Who were the ſons of Noah who 
came out of the ark with him? _ 

A. His three ſons were Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth ; from whom al” nations are 


deſcended. 


Q. What did they undertake to do ſome 


WE mr after the deluge ? 


A, They undertook. to build a * and 
à very 
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a' very high tower, which was afterwards 
called Babel, or Confuſion. 
Q. With what view did they undertake 
this ? 

A. To acquire fame, and prevent their 
diſperſion over the earth. 

Q. Did God permit them to accompliſh 
their deſign ? 

A. No; God confounded and changed 
their language, ſo that not being able to 
underſtand: each other, * were — 
to ſeparate. Gen. xi. 7, 8. 

Q. What change happened in religion 
after they were diſperſed ? 

A. It was then molt r men fell into idola- 
try. 

Q. What. did God do to oppor the 
ww religion? 

A. God reſolved to form a people who 
ſhould be the preſervers of it. 

Q. Who were they? 

A. They were the Hebrews, afterward 
called the children of Iſrael or the Jews. 

Q. Who was the father of this nation? 

A. Abraham, whg lived in the city of | 
Ur in Chaldea. 
Q What 


1 42 
Q. What order did he receive to this 
effect from the Supreme Being? 
A. God commanded him to quit his 
country, and to go into the land of Canaan, 
- Which he promiſed to give to his deſcend- 
ants, 
Q. Had Abraham children at that time? 
A. No; but God ſeveral times prom- 
ſed him a numerous poſterity. 
Q. At what time did God call Abraham? 
A. About four bundred and türen years 
after the deluge. 5 
Q. Who went with him into the land 
of Canaan ? 
A. Lot his nephew. | 
Q. Who lived in that country then? 
A. That country was then inhabited by 
the deſcendants of Ham, the ſon of Noah, 
who were become very wicked. | 
Q. In what city of that country did Lot 
live? 
A. He ſettled at Sade. 
Q. What were the manners of the inha- 
bitants of Sodom: . 
A. The inhabitants of "LPS as well as 
thoſe of the neighbouring cities, were 
plunges 


431 


plunged in every vice, and gave themſelves 
up to the greateſt exceſſes. 

Q. Did God leave fuch depravity un- 
puniſhed ? 

A. No; he deſtroyed theſe cities and all 
their territories with brimſtone and fire. 
Gen. xix. 24, 2 

Q. Was Lot involved in the deſtruction 
of Sodom? 

A. No; God ſent two angels, who 
cauſed him to leave 'the city with his __ 
and his two daughters. Gen. xix. 15, 16. 

Q. What happened to his wife as he 
was leaving it? 

A. She looked behind her motnithſtapd- 
ing the angels had forbidden it, and was 
turned into a pillar of ſalt. Gen. xix. 26, 
Q. Why was Lot preſerved? 
A. Becauſe he was a good man: For 
ce that righteous man dwelling among them, 


ee in ſeeing and hearing vexed his righteous _ 


ce ſoul from day to day with their unlawful 
«© deeds.” 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8. 

Q. Where did Lot's delivering angels 
ſtop before they went to Sodom? ?:; 
A. They ſtopped to tell Abraham of 
God s decree againſt that city. 
ET 2 What 


14 


Q. What did. Abraham do when he 
heard i it? 

A. He prayed to God to forgive Sodom, 
and God promiſed him to do ſo, provided 
there were found ten juſt men in it. Gen. 
XViii. 17—32. 

Q. What does this teach us ? 

A. Three important truths. Firſt, That 
even in finding fault with the wicked, the 
Juſt ſhould intereſt themſelves warmly for 
them. Secondly,. That good people are che 
real bulwarks of ſtates; in ſhort, that God 
is much more 3 o pardon than to 
puniſh. 

Q. What 5 did the angels make 
Abraham. 

A. They promiſed him that Sarah ſhould 
have a ſon at the end of a year. | 

Q. Was this promiſe fulfilled'? 

A. Yes; Abraham, who was one hun- 
dred years old, and his wife ninety, had a 
ſon at the end of the year, whom they called 
Iſaac. 

Q. What did God command Abraham 
to do with Ifaac ſome years after? 

A. God commanded him to * him as 
a burat-offering, 


Q. Why 
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Q. Why did God command Abraham 
to do this? 

A. To prove his faith and his obedience. 

A. Did Abraham's piety ſupport this 
great trial? 

A. Yes; he led his ſon to the place 
which God had mentioned to him, placed 
him on the altar, and was going to take 
away his life, when an angel from heaven 


called to him to ſtop, and aſſured him that 


his obedience was of great price in the ſight 
of God. Gen. xxii. 118. if 


Q. What could have given Abraham 


this confidence ? 


A. God's having promiſed him that he 
would bleſs all nations in the Ry of 
his ſon Iſaac. Gen. xxi. 12. 


Q. Which of Iſaac's ſons did God chooſe 


to fulfil this promiſe in? 
A. Jacob, ſurnamed Iirael. 


The catechiſt will add, that Abraham certainly 


either thought that God only meant to try his virtue 


and would prevent the ſacrifice ; or that if he permitted 
it, he would reſtore him his ſon by a miracle ſuch as 
what by which he had firſt given him. Heb. 1. 19. 


Q. How 
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Q. How many ſons had Jacob? 
A. Jacob had twelve ſons, who were the 
heads of the twelve tribes of Iſrael.“ 


SECT. IX. 


OF THE TIME THAT ELAPSED FROM 
JACOB TO THE DEPARTURE OF THE 
' HEBREWS OUT OF EGYPT. | 


Q. Which of his ſons did Jacob TO 
beſt? - 

A. Joſeph, whom his weed ſold 
through | jealouſy to a company of mer- 
"chants, who carried him into Egypt. 

Q. What 


* The catechiſt will obſerve that this 1s not quite 
exact : for though Joſeph was the ſon of Jacob, no 
tribe bare his name; but Ephraim and Manaſſeh gave 
:nejrs to two tribes; and that of Levi having been 
- diſperſed amongſt the others, is not reckoned with the 
twelve, which are thoſe of Reuben, Simeon, Judah, 
Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Aſher, Iſachar, Zee Ben- 
jamin, Ephraim and Manaſſeh. 


+ The catechiſt will ſay ſomething have of Joſephs 
dreams. and of "ao brothers? firſt * to kill him; 
and 
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Q What happened to Joſeph in Egypt? 

A. He was fold to a great lord, called 

Potiphar, who upon the falſe accuſation of 
his wife, ſhut him up in a priſon. 

Q. Did he always remain in it? 

A. No; having interpreted two of king 
Pharaoh's dreams, which no other perſon 
underſtood, the king, convinced that Joſeph 
had received ſupernatural knowledge from 
God, made him governor over all Egypt.“ 

Q. Did Joſeph never ſee his family 
again? 

A. The famine which he had foretold 
being come, Jacob ſent his ten eldeſt ſons 
to buy corn in Egypt, who, not being able 
to obtain any without Joſeph's permiſſion, 
aſked it of him without knowing him, but 
were known by him. 


Q. How did Joſeph behave to them ? 
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and will obſerve above all how = we ou ght to guard 
ourſelves againſt jealouſy, which torments thoſe who 


feel it and may make chem commit the blackeſt 
crimes. 


3 catechiſt will give ſome account 8 thoſe 
dreams. 


I The catechiſt will add, that this Maped at leaſt 
twenty ne after they had fold him. 


A, He 
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A. He tried them ſeveral ways before he 
reſtored them his confidence ; but the mo- 
ment he ſaw them -worthy of it, he gave 
them back all his affection, and loaded 


them with favours.“ 


Q. Had Jacob the pleaſure of ſeeing 


Joſeph again? 


A. Yes; he came into Egypt with all 


his family; and Joſeph ſettled them there 


in a very advantageous manner. Gen. xlvi. 
and xl vii. 


Q. In what ſtate were the deſcendants 
of Jacob? 

A. They multiplied exceedingly, and 
became very powerful after the death of 


Joſeph, Exod. 7. 


* The catechiſt will here relate the trial of the cup 
found in Benjamin's ſack; the great grief his bro- 


| thers diſcovered when they were about to loſe him and 


the noble earneſtneſs with which Judah begged of Jo- 
ſeph to accept him for a ſlave inſtead of Benjamin, 


s left I fee,” ſaid he, © the evil that ſhall come on my 
father.“ Gen. xliv. 34. Joſeph's delicacy in ſending 


away his ſervants when he diſcovered himſelf to his 


brothers, leſt the confuſion of the latter on finding who 


he was, ſhould make the Egyptians ſuſpect their crime ; 
and the generoſity with which he conſoled them; how 
he kiſſed them and wept over them. Gen. xlv. 


* Were 


Hs. K 


of 
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Q. Were they always happy in Egypt ? 
A. No; above a hundred years after- 
wards there aroſe up a king, who under- 
took to deſtroy them, and reduced W to 


ſlavery. 


Q. Did God abandon the Iſraelites ? 
A. No; he raiſed up Moſes to deliver 


them.* 


Q. How did Moſes ſucceed in delivering 


the Hebrews ? 


A. By the miracles which God per- 
formed by his miniſtry, of which the prin- 
cipal have already been related, and which 
at laſt obliged Pharaoh to Permit the Hes 


brews to depart. 


Q. What did God command the Ifra- 


elites to do before they left Egypt? 
A. God commanded them to kill a 
, lamb, and to eat it with unleavened bread 


2 


and bitter herbs, as a ſymbol of the melan- 
choly life they had led in Egypt; and to 
ſprinkle its blood on me doors of their 


1 The catechiſt will here relate the be of 
Moſes, notwithſtanding the king's edict, his nne. | 


and divine calling, Exod. ii. 1. X. 3. 
E 


houſes, 
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houſes that the gefiroping angel might not 


enter there. Exod. xli.“ 


Q. Was this command obeyed after- 


wards? 


A. Yes; God ordered the Hebrews o 
celebrate this feaſt every year. 

Q. What was this feaſt called? 

A. It was called the paſſover, becauſe, in 
it they celebrated the memory of the paſs- 
over of the deſtroying angel, and of the Jews 
leaving Egypt. 

Q. How did they celebrate the paſſover? 

A. They roaſted a lamb, and ate it with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 

Q. What did they do after having cele- 


brated the firſt paſſover ? 


A. They left Egypt that ſame night u un- 


2 Did 


»The catechift will obſerve that it was the deſtroy. 
ing angel that ſlew in one gh all the firſt-born on 


Egypt. PE a 
+ As the Jews have been reproached for not return 


ing the veſſels of gold and ſilver, which they had bo 


rowed, the catechift will obſerve, that this retention 
was not a theft; Firſt, Becauſe the Jews had long worked 
for the Egyptians without wages; and not having 


in weir power to ſummon them before any tribunal, 
they 
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Q. Did not the king of Egypt repent of 
his having permitted the Hebrews to go ? 

A. Yes; and, in conſequence of it, ſet 
off in purſuit of them with an army, and 


ſea. Exod. xiv. 
Qi. Did he oblige chem. to return to 
Egypt ? 


Egypt? 


1 A. He followed the Hebrews” into. the 


ſea, but as ſoon as they had reached the op- 


with all his army. 
vocation of Abraham to he going « out of 


Egypt? 
A. Four hundred and hire Years 4 


they had a right to pay themſelves. 1 Be- 


carry away. 


\ 


overtook them on the borders of the red 


A. No; God parted the waters of the ſea, 
and the Hebrews went over on dry ground. 
Q. What happened to the = of 


polite ſhore, the ſuſpended waters reſumed 
their courſe, and Pharaoh was —— 


Q. How much time elapſed from the: 


cauſe they left the lenders in return houſes, fields, gar- 
dens, &c; and, no doubt, many things too l to 


3 


FROM THE DEPARTURE OP THE ISRAEL. 


SECT X, 


ITES OUT OF EGYPT TO THE BUILDING 
OF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. | 


Q. Which was the principal place where 


the Hebrews ſtopped after their great deli- 
verance? 


A. They ſtopped near a mountain of 


Arabia called Horeb, or Sinai. Exod xx. 


Q. What rendered this place particularly 
remarkable ? 
A. The publication of the ten command- 


ments, called the Decalogue, fifty days aſter 


the Hebrews left Egypt. | 

Q. Did God give the Iſraelites only che . 
ten commandments ? 

A. He gave them alſo ſeveral other po- 
litical, and moral and ceremonial laws. 
Q. What do you mean by the political 
ling] N 

A. The political laus regulated the go- 
vernment of the Hebrews, "and tended to 


maintain order among me 
Q. What 


| 


($3 
Q. What do you mean by the moral 


laws? 


A. The neal lawn were thoſe which 


related to the manners of the Hebrews, or 
the duties which they had to fulfil towards 


God, their brethren and themſelves. 


What were the ceremonial laws? 
A. The ceremonial laws regulated the 
ceremonies of religion or the exterior acts 
of divine ſervice ; as the ſacrifices, the obla- 


tions and feaſts.* 


Did the Jews go immediately to the 

nad of Canaan? 
A. No; notwithſtanding the numberleſs 
proofs they had of the protection of God, 
they were {o corrupted by their ſlavery in 


Egypt, that they had not the codrage to at- 


tack the Canaanites. 


0 The catechiſt will add, Firſt, That the ſacrifices 
were animals ſacrificed to God, and burnt whole, 
or in part, on the altar. Secondly, 'That oblations 
were offerings made to.God of the fruits of the earth, 
or cakes made of fine flour. Thirdly, That feaſts were 


days conſecrated to the celebration of the greateſt 
benefits which. the Hebrews had received from God. 


In ſhort, that he gave them many ceremonial laws be- 


cauſe they were a ſtupid people, and would ſoon have 


been diſguſted with a plain, ſimple r _ 


E 3 . Did 
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Q. Did not God puniſh this cowardice ? 
A. Yes; he declared to them, that they 
| ſhould all die in the wilderneſs, and that 
their children alone ſhould poſſeſs the land 
of Canaan. 

Q. How long were they in the wilder- 
neſs *; 

N Forty years. 

Qu How did they live there? 
A. God fed them with manna, which 

he ſent them every day, en the ſabbath 
day., nn 

Q. Did Moſes go with the Hebrews into 
the land of Canaan? 

A. No; he died about the end of the forty 
years they had ſpent in. the wilderneſs. 


Deut. xxxiv. 


Q. Who ſucceeded Moſes ? 
A. Joſhua, who, with the aſſiſtance of 
_ God, vanquiſhed the Canaanites and divided 


their War, engt the twelve tribes“ 
| Q. Which 


he catechiſt will obſerve on the defiruRtion of the 

| Canaanites, that they were immerſed in the moſt in- 
famous vices, and even ſacrificed their children to their 
gods; and that when a people are arrived at this exceſs 


of Peay. their deſtruction is of ſervice to their de- 
ſcendants 


1 


Q. Which were the principal tribes of 
the Jews ? 

A. Thoſe of Len and Judah: the oriefis 
and the miniſters of religion were all taken 
from the firſt; the ſecond was the moft 
powerful, and poſſeſſed, for a long ae; 
the royal authority. 

Q. Who governed the Jes: ater the | 
death of Joſhua ? WH | 


A. They were governed for more than 


three hundred years by judges, of whom 


the laſt was the prophet Samuel. 
Q. What change' chen Tppened | in the 
Jewiſh government? 
A. They. wiſhed to be 3 by a 
king, and the firſt was Saul, whom Samuel 
eſtabliſhed by the order of God. 1 Sam. 


viii. 7. 


Q. Who ſceveded Saul! ? 
A. The ſucceſſor of Saul was David, 
whom ſcripture has. honoured with the emi- 


nent title of ce the man after God's own 


ſcendants. and neighbours, whom they would not have 


failed to corrupt; they are a rotten branch, which it 
is neceſſary to cut off to ſave the tree. Lev. xvüi. 6—25. 85 
Deut. xx. 16—18. | 


E 4 | heart.” 
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heart.“ He was a prophet as well as a king, 
and compoſed moſt of the pſalms. 

Q. Did not David commit ſeveral fins ? 
A. Yes; in particular, he committed 
adultery with Bathſheba, and cauſed her 
huſband Uriah to be killed ; which proves 
how much good people ought to be upon. 
their guard and watch over their paſſions ; 
but he expiated theſe crimes 7 the moſt 
lively repentance.“ 

QQ. Who ſucceeded David? + 

A. David's ſucceſſor was Solomon his 
ſon, who diſcovered much, judgment and 
piety in the beginning of his reign. f 


9 The catechiſt will add, that many kings have "Oe 
adulterers, and have ſhed innocent blood ; but that 
David is the only one that compoſed pſalms to make 
his repentance public (See Pf. xxxii. and li.), as he is 
the only one we know of, who got up in the night to 
ſing the praiſes of his Creator. Pſ. cxix. 62. 

The catechiſt may alſo mention the greatneſs of ſoul 
with which he twice ſpared the life of Saul who purſucd 
him and had twice attempted to kill him with his own 
hand. 1 Sam. xvilt. 11. XXiv. 3. xviii. 26. 


+ As proofs of this the catechiſt will mention his 


requeſting wiſdom of God, who had promiſed to give 
. Him whatever he ſhould aſk, and his judgment between 
two mothers who claimed the ſame child. 1 Kings 


I, *. 0-20. 
Q. What 
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Q. What did Solomon do more re- 
remarkable ? 

A. He cauſed the temple at Jeruſalem 
to be built with great magnificence, and 
compeſed ſome excellent works, amongſt 
others, the Proverbs and Eccleſiaſtes. 

Q. Did Solomon end his reign as glo- 
rioufly as he began it? 

A. No; he took ſtrange women in his 


old age, who cauſed him to become an 
idolater, which brought on him divers 


judgments from God. 1 Kings xi. 


Q. When was the temple of Jeruſalem 


built? 

A. Near five hundred years after the 
Hebrews left Egypt, and about a thouſand 
years before the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 


SECT. XI. 


FROM SOLOMON'S TIME TO THE 
CAPTIVITY OF BABYLON. 


. Who ſucceeded Solomon ? 
A. Rehoboam his ſon, 


Q. What 


— ————deg— — ið]2—d] 
= 
— 


58 ] 


Q. What happened in the beginning of 


his reign ?. 
A. Ten tribes revolted againſt him, and 
he only reigned over two tribes.* 


Q. How many N were then 
formed? _ 


A. Two: that of Judah and that of 
Iſrael, 


Q. What tribes compoſed thoſe king- | 


doms ? 


A. The kingdom of Judah was compo- 
ſed of the: tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 


who remained faithful to Rehoboam. The 


other ten tribes formed the gram of 
IHael. | 


Q. Who was the firſt king of theſe ten 
tribes ? 


A. Jeroboam. 


Q. What did Jeroboam do with regard 
to religion ? 


A. "Jeraboam cauſed two golden calves 


to be made, and placed them at the two ex- 


* The catechiſt will add, that Solomon had loaded 


the Hebrews with taxes to gratify his luxury, which 


they requeſted his fon to diminiſh ; that the old men ad- 
viſed him to grant their requeſts ; but that following 
the advice of the young flatterers of his court, he 
refuſed them with harſhneſs. 


: tremities 
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tremities of his kingdom, to be worſhipped 
under the names of the gods of Iſrael. 


Q. Why did Jeroboam * this 


idolatrous worſhip ? 

A. To prevent his ſubjects tem going 
to Jeruſalem during the time of the ſolemn 
feaſts, leſt they ſhould return to the obedi- 
ence of the kings of Judah. 

Q. What were theſe feaſts ? 

A. Thoſe of the paſſover, pentecoſt and 
tabernacles. 

Q In remembrance of what were the two 
laſt celebrated ? _ 

A. The Jews celebrated the feaſt of pen- 


tecoſt in remembrance of the publication of 


the law given to their anceſtors on mount 
Sinai, fifty days after their coming out of 


Egypt; and the feaſt of tabernacles in re- 


membrance of the yovey Yours they ——_— in 
the wilderneſs in tents.“ 
Q. Did the ſucceſſors of Jeroboam pre- 
ſerve the idolatrous worſhip which he had 
eſtabliſhed in his kingdom? e 


„The catechiſt will add, that at this time the Joon 
quitted their ordinary habitations, and lived for eight 
days in tents ornamented with leaves, which they 
_ erected in their court yards or on the tops of their houſes. 
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A. Yes; and ſome even 2 that 


of falſe gods. 


Q. What did God do to preſerve the 


knowledge of himſelf amongſt the . of 
the ten tribes? 


A. God ſent them prophets to rebuke 


them for their ſins, and to draw them from 


idolatry. | 4 

Q. Who was the moſt remarkable of 
thoſe prophets ? 

A. Elijah, famous for his gent zeal, and 
who was taken up alive into heaven un a 
chariot of fire, as a reward for his piety.“ 

Q. How long did the Kingdom of Lirael 


fubſiſt : 7 


A. It ſubſiſted near two ad and 


fifty years, and was deſtroyed in the reign of 
Hoſea. 


Q. By . was it deſtroyed ? 
A. By Shalmaneſer king of Aſſyria, who 


The catechiſt will Five ſome examples of the zeal of 
Elijah; ſuch as his prayer that God would take him out 
of the world, that he might no longer be a witneſs to 
the idolatry of the Jews; and the courage with which 
he went and told king Ahab of the ſentence God had 
pronounced againſt him, for his having cauſed Naboth 


to be put to death, that he might take poſſeſſion of his 


vineyard. I Kings XIX. 4—10. XXL 20-24. 
took 


took Samaria the capital of the kingdom of 
Iſrael, and tranſported the ten tribes into 
Aſſyria, from whence they were afterwards 
diſperſed into divers countries. 2 Kings xviii. 

Q. Did the Iſraelites of the ten tribes 
return to their own country ? 

A. A few only returned, and moſt of 
them remained diſperſed. _ 

Q. How long did the kingdom of Judah 
ſubſiſt after the fall of that of Iſrael ? 

A. It ſubſiſted a hundred and thirty years 
after it, having the city of Jeruſalem for 1 its 
capital. 

Q. Was not the true God worſhipped at 
Jeruſalem ? | 
A. Yes; the true God was worſhipped 
in the temple of Solomon ; but this did not 
prevent ſome impious kings from introdu- 
cing idolatry. _ 

Q. Did not God alſo ſend prophets 1 into 
the kingdom of Judah? 

A. Les; God raiſed up ſeveral prophets 
in Judah, as Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Hoſea, and 3 
Micah. 

Ve What did theſe prophets 1 

, e preached with energy againſt 
1 idolntey and vices of the Jews; they 
proclaimed 
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proclaimed God's judgments againſt impe- 


nitent ſinners; they foretold what was to 
happen, and, above all, the coming of an 


extraordinary prophet, whom they called the 


Meſſiah. 
Q. Were there no pious kings i in the 


kingdom of Judah ? 


A. The kingdom of Judah had ſome 
pious and zealous kings, who laboured with 


ardour to extirpate idolatry and reform their 


ſubjects. 
Q. Did not the remonſtrances of the 


prophets and the efforts of theſe pious kings 


bring back the Jews to their duty ? 
A. No; they perſiſted in all their ſins, 
which cauſed God. to chaſtiſe them ſeveral 


times by means of the neighbouring kings. 


Q. By whom was the kingdom of Judah 


5 deſtroyed at laſt ? 


A. By Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 


who took Jeruſalem in the reign of Ze- 


dekiah, and burnt it with the . temple. 


2 Kings xxiv. 


Q. How did Nebuchadnezzar treat the 

Jews? 
A. He cauſed a great number to be put 

to death, and almoſt all thoſe, whom the 
ſword 
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{word had ſpared, he carried captive into 
Babylon. 
Q. When did this event happen? 
A. Jeruſalem was deſtroyed by Nebu- 
chadnezzar four hundred and twenty: years 
after the temple had been built: and near 


fix hundred years before the coming of Jeſus | 
Chriſt, 


SECT. All. 


OF THE TIME WHICH ELAPSED FROM 
THE CAPTIVITY OF BABYLON TO THE 
COMING OF JESUS CHRIST. 


Q Did the Jews always remain in cap- 
tivity in Babylon? 

A. No; at the end of ſeventy years they 
were releaſed, as Jeremiah had foretold ; 
« And this whole land ſhall be a 3 
and an aſtoniſhment; and theſe nations 
« ſhall ſerve the king of Babylon ſeventy 
« years. And it ſhall come to paſs when 
« ſeventy years are accompliſhed, that I 

c will puniſh the king of Babylon, ſaith the 
Lord, and the Land of the Chaldeans.“ 


Jer. xxv. 11, 12. 
Q. Had 


1641 
Q. Had they prophets at that time? 
A. Yes; they had two, Ezekiel 2 
Daniel. 

Q. What happened at the end of 3 
years? 

A. Cyrus, king of Perſia, having taken 
Babylon, gave all the Jews leave to return 
to their own country, as Iſaiah had prophe- 
ſied. Cyrus is my ſhepherd and ſhall 
« perform all my pleaſure ; even ſaying to 
« Jeruſalem, thou ſhalt be built, and to the 
« temple, thy foundation ſhall be laid,” 
c Iſaiah xliv. 28. 

Q. Under whoſe conduct did the Jews 
return to Judah? 

A. Under the conduct of Zerubbabel, a 
prince of the blood royal, and of the ban 
of David. 

Q. What did the Jews do after their re- 
turn? 

A. They began to rebuild the city and 
the temple of Jeruſalem. 

Q. Were they not hindered in this work? 

A. They were hindered by the Samari- 
tans and the neighbouring nations, infomuch 


that the work was interrupted till the time 
of 
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of Darius, the ſon of Hyſtaſpes, king of Fer 
ſia, who commanded it to be continued.“ 
QQ. What prophets had the Jews at that 
time? 

A. God ſent them Haggai and Zechariah 
to encourage them to rebuild his temple, and 
re-eſtabliſh his worſhip. _ 

Q. Who cauſed the walls of Jeruſalem 
to be rebuilt ſome years afterwards ? 

A. Nehemiah, whom king Artaxerxes 
ſent to be governor in Jeruſalem. _ 

Q. What did Nehemiah do beſides ? 5 

A. This wiſe and pious governor, with 
the aſſiſtance of Ezra the prieſt, re-eſtabliſh - 
ed order and regularity in the city. 

Q. What elſe did Ezra do? 

A. He made the people acquainted with 
the law, and re-eſtabliſhed worſhip in its pu- 
rity. 

or: Vader what princes did the Jews live 
after their return from Babylon ? 


* The catechiſt will add, that the Samaritans were 
idolaters, ſent by Shalmaneſer into the country of the 
ten tribes, but were afterwards converted to the true 
God, and even built him a temple on mount Gerazim, 
near Samaria; which made them jealous of that which 
the Jews were building at Jeruſalem. . 

A. They 
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A. They were firſt ſubject to the Rings 
of Perſia, and afterwards to the kings of 
Syria, ſucceſſors to Alexander the great. 

Q. To what were' they expoſed under 
the dominion of the kings of Syria? 

A. They were expoſed to many perſecu- 
tions, particularly during the reign of Anti- 
6chus ſurnamed the illuſtrious; s. 

What did king Antiochus do? 

A. He pillaged and profaned the pie 
of Jeruſalem, and cauſed divine ſervice to 
ceaſe in it for three years and a half: and 
made uſe of all ſorts of cruelties to oblige 
the Jews to renounce their religion. ak 


8 


Q. What did the moſt zealous. "of the 
Jews do then? w 


A. Mattias and ſeveral others, united 
to defend their religion and their Ben. 
Q. Did they ſucceed | in their defi 
A. Yes; Judas Maccabeus 17 7 3 
| Fee both ſons to Mattathias, defeated ſeve- 
ral of the king of Syria's armies, and re- 
eſtabliſhed divine worſhip. 
* Who governed the Jews afterwards ? 
They were governed for about a 
banked years! by the ſucceſſors of Judas 
3 Naccideus, 
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Maccabeus, called 1 in hiſtory the Aſmonean 
kings. 


Q. What was the ſituation of the Jews 
after that ? 


A. The Jews fell under the boner of the 
Romans.* | 


Q. What king did the Romans give the 
Jews ? 


A. Herod, the ſon of Atktipedir, an Idu- 
mean, 


Q. What was the on memorable event 
in Herod's reign d TN. 

A. It was in the reign of Herod: that 
Teſus Chriſt came into the world. 


Ee Rees 


SECT. XIII. 


OF FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST AND OP HIS 
BIRTH. THE PROPHECIES FULFILLED 
IN HIS PERSON, THE FIRST PROOF OF - 
THE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY. 


Q. What is the ſecond article of the 
creed ? 


£0 The catechiſt may add, that this revolution was oc- 
caſioned by two Aſmonean princes, and brothers, who. 
diſputed for the ſceptre, and loſt it with their lives; this 
ſhews what misfortunes diſcord amongſt brothers may 


produce. A, I believe 
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A, I believe in Jeſus Chriſt his only 
ng our Lord.” 
Q. What is the meaning of this article ? 
A. That Jeſus Chriſt is by excellence 


the ſon of the Moſt High ; and that to ob- 


tain the bliſs of heaven, we muſt believe 
what he has faid, and r what he has 


commanded. 


Q. What does ſcripture * of Jeſus 
Chrift ? 


A. It gives us the grande and moſt 


ſublime ideas of him. He is called in it, 


ce the brightneſs of the glory of God, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon;” and fays 
that he was with God in the beginning of 
the world, which raiſes him infinitely above 


all the prophets. Heb. i. 3. John i. 1. 


Q. But do you think that thoſe who have 


not believed in him will be excluded from 
falvation? 


A. No; God is too juſt to puniſh thoſe | 


| for not believing in his Son, to whom he 
never was made known, if they have in other 
reſpects been good people; and {ſcripture 


tells us, that © in every nation he that fear- 


« eth God and worketh righteouſneſs, is 


cc epd with him.“ Acts x. * Wh 
| om 
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Q. Whom then will God puniſh for 
having rejected Jeſus Chriſt ? 
A. Thoſe who ſhall, have rejected him 
from indifference for the truth, or that their 
vices might be more at liberty.“ 


Q. What proofs have you that Jeſus 


Chrift is the Son of God ? 

A. We have eight capital proofs. Firſt, 
The accompliſhment of the prophecies in 
his perſon. Secondly, The holineſs of his 
life. Thirdly, The excellence of his doc- 
trine. Fourthly, His miracles. © Fifthly, 
His death. Sixthly his reſurrection and aſ- 
cenfion. Seventhly, The eſtabliſhment of 
his religion in the world, And Eighthly, The 
diſperſion of the Jews. 

Q. What do you mean by the accom- 
pliſhment of the prophecies in his perſon ? 


A. I mean that in Jeſus Chriſt were 


united all the marks by which the Hebrew 
prophets had deſcribed the Meſſiah, and who 
fixed the time, the place, and the manner of 


* The catechiſt will obſerve, that, if a people who 


ſhould refuſe a goyernor ſent by their king, would, in 


ſo doing, be guilty of high treaſon; to reject the great 
Envoy of the Monarch of the univerſe, is a much more 


his 


enormous cr ime. 
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his birth, and the family from which he 
would ſpring.* 


Q. What prophet had more particularly 


marked the time of the birth of the Meſſiah? 


A. Daniel, who had ſaid that he would 
be born about the end of ſeventy weeks of 
years; which make four hundred and ninety 
years; and this 1s in effect the time that 


elapſed from him to the coming of Jeſus 


Chriſt, Dan. ix. 24—27.F 

Q. Where was Jeſus Chriſt born ? 
A. He was born at Bethlehem as Micah 
had foretold : © But thou Bethlehem Ephra- 
ce tah, though thou be little among the thou- 
&« ſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he 


* The catechiſt will add, that Me/jab is the ſame in 
Hebrew as Chrift is in Greek, that is to ſay, anointed ; 


and that the prophets had deſcribed under this name 


an extraordinary legiſlator, whom God meant to ſend 
to men, 


_ + The catechiſt will explam this * by faying 
that a week of years, in the prophetic ſtyle, made ſeven 


years; and that this way of reckoning was well known 
amongſt the Jews; that conſequently the expectation 


of the Meſſiah was very general in Judea about the 
time that Jeſus was born, and it emboldened ſeveral 


- 1mpoſtors to aſſume falſely that title. Lev. xxv. 8. 


* come 
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in Iſrael.” Micah v. 2, 

Q Who was the mother of Jeſus ? 

A. Thevirgin Mary, betrothed wJoleph, 
who was a carpenter. 


Q Had this extraordinary birth been 


announced: ? 


A. Yes; the he Ifaiah had ſaid, 


« Behold a virgin ſhall conceive and bear a 


ſon, and ſhall call his name Immanuel! * 


which means God with us. Iſaiah vii. 14. 
Q. Of what tribe and family were Mary 
and Joſepm? 
A. They were of the tribe of Judah and 


of the family of David, and conſequently ſo 
was Jeſus Chriſt too, according to the 


oracle of Iſaiah; © and there ſhall come 
« forth a rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and 
« a branch ſhall grow out of his root, and 
« the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall reff upon him,” 
IL ui. 3; 2.* 


Q. Was the birth of Jeſus Chriſt accom- 
panied with no remarkable event? 
A. It was illuſtrated by tures great events. 


6 * The emtechiſt will obſerve that Jef was the father 
of David. 
Q What 


ce come forth unto me, that is to be ruler. 
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Q. What i is the firſt? 
A. An angel ſhining with light told it to 
the ſhepherds of Bethlehem, and ſaid, „Be- 
ce hold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
* which ſhall be to all people; for unto you 
* is born this day, in the city of David, a 
ce faviour which is Chriſt the Lord. 4 Luke 
ür 8—11.“ 

Q. What happened afterwards? 

A. The ſhepherds heard many angels 
ſinging, with the firſt, this hymn ; * Glory 
« to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, 


c good-will towards men.” Luke ii. 14. 


Q. What is the ſecond event which il- 
luſtrated the birth of Jeſus Chriſt ? 

A. A venerable old man, called Simeon, 
being in the temple on the ſame day in 


which Mary preſented the infant Jeſus to the 


Lord, according to the law, took the child 
in his arms, and bleſſed God, ſaying, © Lord 
© now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
ce peace according to thy word, for mine 


* The catechiſt will here obſerve, that God has no 
reſpect for people's appearance, and rather honours 
humble and virtuous ſhepherds with the viſit of his an- 


gels, than princes ſullied with vices. 


| cc eyes 


18 — ——— ——— 1 3 
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© eyes have ſeen thy falvation.” Luke 1. 


25—32. 


-Q. What is the third event by which 
the birth of Jeſus Chriſt was illuſtrated ? 
A. The wiſe men of the Eaſt came and 
worſhipped him at Bethlehem, and offered 


him gold, myrrh, and frankincenſe, which 
were the preſents then offered to kings and 


Gods. Matt. ii. 1—11.“ 


Q. What does ſcripture ſay of the firſt 


years of Jeſus Chriſt's life? 

A. That he grew in wiſdom and ſtature, 
and in favour with God and man; that at 
twelve years old he was found in the temple 
in the midſt of the doctors both hearing and 
aſking them queſtions, and that all who 


heard him were aſtoniſhed at his wiſdom 
and anſwers. Luke ii. 41—52. 


Q. At what age did he enter on the 


functions of his miniſtry ? 


* The catechiſt will add, * Daniel having been 


for a long time one of the firſt miniſters of the kings of 
Babylon and Perſia, his prophecies muſt have been 
known to the wiſe men of that country, and that two 
heathen hiſtorians (Tacitus and Suetonius) relate that, 
in their time, the eaſt was full of the report, that there 
would come a man out of Judea, whe would give. laws 


to the werls. 
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A. At thirty years of age. 
Q. Was there not a prophet ſent to an- 
nounce him to the Jews? 
A. Yes; this prophet was John the 
_ Baptiſt, | who was born ſix months before 
him, in an extraordinary manner. Luke 
i. 5—24, 57—80.“ 
Q. How was John Baptiſt fore that 
Jeſus Chriſt was the Meſſiah ? 5 
A. At the very moment that Jeſus Chriſt 
came out of the waters of Jordan, where 
he cauſed John to baptize him, John ſaw the 
ſpirit of God deſcending like a dove and 
lighting upon Jeſus, and heard a voice from 
heaven, ſaying, “ this is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well Pages. 2 Matt. ili. 13—17. 


Sy" 
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SECT. XIV. 


OF THE HOLINESS OF JESUS CHRIST, OF 
THE EXCELLENCE OF HIS DOCTRINE, 
AND HIS MIRACLES, THE SECOND, 
THIRD, AND FOURTH PROOFS OF THI. 

' TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY. 


Q. What is the ſecond proof of the di- 
vine miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt ? 


* The catechiſt will relate what hw was extraor- 
dinary in the birth of John Baptiſt. 
A. The 


' 
| 
S 


x 


1 
if 
+ 
4 
A} 
„ 
. 
[] 
N 
kY 
AF 
* 
1 
. 
17 
qi 
4, 
is 
"$ 
: 
16 
Ir) 
1+ «MW 
1.1 
| 
14 
F n 
'* 
5 
WH 
bal 
IM 
by . 
= | 
: 
yl 
3 
£ 
3 
[1 
et 
zh 
(of 
u 
4 A 
: 5 
3 
18 
1 
51 
1 
1 in 
7 3 
1 
4 
115 
*th 
+3, 
3 
18 
1 
2 
. 
=. 
E 
8 
'F 
vn 
7 
LDE 
1 
8 
{ 
1 
MY 
f's 4 : 
$ F 
} : 
3 1 
1 
1 
i 
*T 
Wy 
LS ; 
i. 
1 
+ 
1 
” * 
N 
0 
1 
WT | 
1 
41 By 
1 
7 
5 
— 
iÞ 
7 
3% 
&! 
1 
„ 
iS 
4 
. 
bf, 
4 
91 
14 
171 
x 


| 
i 
F 
4 
4 4 
1 


4 gre ei. et > ty = — yes - dn. ar ; 8 
— + eapahn 4 * r 


—— 


e ˙—˙ , 1:99 a6, 
. Et Ss 3 


— SG Cory 4 As. 
ae * 


2 


— 
„ m —— 


">; 


e 


75 J 


A. The holineſs of his life. 

Q. What do you mean by that ? 

A. That Jeſus Chriſt, during his whole 
life, diſcovered ſo many eminent and un- 


common virtues, that.it would be ridiculoùs 
to take him for an impoſtor, and that we 
ought to believe that, on the contrary, he 


undoubtedly was what he called himſelf, 
that is, the Meſſiah and the Son of God. 
Q. What are the principal virtues that 


diſtinguiſhed the life of our Saviour? 


A. An uncommon zeal for the glory of 


God; a great deal of charity, mildneſs and 


humility, and a perfect indifference for the 
world. 


Q. How did he prove his zeal for God? 


A. He employed the days in making 
him known to men, and frequently the 


nights in praying to him in the deſerts : he 
drove out of the temple the merchants that 


profaned it, and ſaid, © his meat was to do 
the will of his Father.“ Matt. xiv. 23. Mark 


1. 35. John ii. 14—17, iv. 34. 
Q. How did he ſhew his charity? 
A. He never ceaſed, during the whole 


courſe of his miniſtry, to practiſe and preach . 
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it: © He went about doing good:“ and 
though he had experienced many perſecu- 
tions at Jeruialem, yet, on foreſeeing the 
misfortunes with which it was about to be 
overwhelmed, he wept over it. Acts x. 38. 
Matt. ix. 36. Luke xix. 41—44. 

Q. How did he ſhew his mildneſs ? 

A. In receiving with goodneſs all who 
addreſſed themſelves to him, and generouſly 
forgiving all the outrages of his enemies. 
« When he was reviled, he reviled not again; 
« when he ſuffered he threatened not, but 
te committed himſelf to him who judgeth 
righteouſly,” 1 Pet. ii. 23. 

Q. How did he ſhew his humility and 
his indifference for the world ? 

A. By retiring to a mountain when ſe- 
veral thouſands of the Jews wiſhed to make 
him king; and by conſtantly living in a 
poor and abject ſtate, John vi. 10—15.* 
. Q. What 


* The catechiſt will add, that all the vices of men 
proceeding from the value they {et on the goods of the 
earth, it was neceſſary that the heavenly Teacher, who 
| Wiſhed to teach them to prefer the riches of the ſoul, 


or virtue, to thoſe tranſient goods, ſhould have none 
„ 


BE 
Q. What is the third proof of the miſ- 


ſion of Jeſus Chriſt ? 


A. The excellence of his Sede 

Q. Explain this proof: ? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt is the only one who ever 
taught men all the truths they ought to be- 


lieve, and all the virtues they ought to prac- 


tiſe, in order to be ſaved, without any mix- 
ture of error. 


Q. Is the religion of Jeſus Chriſt ſupe- 


rior to the Moſaic religion? 


A. Yes; it has two great advantag ges 
over it. 
Q. What is the firſt ? ? 


A. The Moſaic religion was only made 


for one nation; and that of Jeſus Chriſt is, 


on the contrary, fit for men of all times and 


places. 


Q. What is the ſecond rad of the 


Chriſtian religion over the Moſaic ? 


A. The laſt offered to the Hebrews only 
earthly rewards; Jeſus Chriſt, on the contra- 


ry, promiſes his diſciples an eternal happineſs 


of them himſelf; for if he had preached diſintereſted- 
neſs in the midſt of opulence and grandeur, his leſſons 


would never have been attended with perſuaſion, 
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it: © He went about doing good:“ and 
though he had experienced many perſecu- 
tions at Jeruialem, yet, on foreſeeing the 
misfortunes with which it was about to be 
overwhelmed, he wept over it. Acts x. 38. 
Matt. ix. 36. Luke xix. 41—44. 

Q. How did he ſhew his mildneſs ? 
A. In receiving with goodneſs all who 
addreſſed themſelves to him, and generouſly 


forgiving all the outrages of his enemies. 


« When he was reviled, he reviled not again; 


cc when he ſuffered he threatened not, but 


ce committed himſelf to him who judgeth 
righteouſly,” 1 Pet. ii. 23. 

Q. How did he ſhew his humility and 
his indifference for the world ? | 

A. By retiring to a mountain when ſe⸗ 
veral thouſands of the Jews wiſhed to make 
him king; and by conſtantly living * a 


poor and abject ſtate, John vi. 10—15.* 


Q. What 


The catechiſt will add, that all the vices of men 


proceeding from the value they ſet on the goods of the 
earth, it was neceſſary that the heavenly Teacher, who 
| Wiſhed to teach them to prefer the riches of the ſoul, 


or virtue, to thoie tranſient goods, ſhould have none 
of 
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Q. What is the third proof of the miſ- 
ſion of Jeſus Chriſt? 
A. The excellence of his doctrine. 
Q. Explain this proof? 
A. Jeſus Chriſt is the only one who ever 


taught men all the truths they ought to be- 
lieve, and all the virtues they ought to prac- 


tiſe, in order to be ſaved, without any mix- 
ture of error. 


Q. Is the religion of Jeſus Chriſt ſupe- 


rior to the Moſaic religion ? | 
A. Yes; it has two great advantages 


over it. 

Q. What is the firſt ? 

A. The Moſaic religion was only made 
for one nation; and that of Jeſus Chriſt is, 


on the contrary, fit for men of all times and 


places. 


Q. What is the ſecond advantage af the 


Chriſtian religion over the Moſaic ? 
A. The laſt offered to the Hebrews only 
earthly rewards; Jeſus Chriſt, on the contra- 


ry, promiſes his diſciples an eternal happineſs 


of them himſelf; for if he had preached diſintereſted- 


neſs in the midſt of opulence and grandeur, his leſſons 


would never have been attended with perſuaſion, _ 
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after this life. He hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the goſpel.” 
2 Tim. i. 10.“ 

Q. What is the fourth proof of the miſ- 
ſion of Jeſus Chriſt ?. 

A. His miracles, 

Q. What miracles did he perform? 

A. With a word he healed all forts of 
| diſeaſes, and calmed tempeſts; he walked on 
the ſea, fed thouſands of people with a few 
loaves, and even raiſed the dead. 

Q. How do you know that Jeſus Chriſt 
performed theſe miracles ? 

A. By the teſtimony of his apoſtles. 

Qt. Is their teſtimony worthy of belief ? 

A. Yes; becauſe the apoſtles have two 
qualities which render witneſſes credible ; 
they could not have been deceived in what 
they relate ; and they could not have wiſhed 
to deceive us. 

The catechiſt will add, that if Moſes did not men- 
tion the life to come to the Jews, it was not becauſe he 
was ignorant of it, but becauſe they were too ſenſual 
and groſs to be moved by ſuch a motive; and to render 
them docile it was neceſſary to promiſe them numerous 
flocks and rich harveſts; ſo we gain more from chil- 
dren by toys and ſweetmeats than by promiſing them 


the happineſs of heaven. 
x Q. How 
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Q. How do you know that the apoſtles 
could not have been deceived in their Maſter's 
miracles ? 

A. Becauſe they do not relate them from 
hearſay, but as having been eye-witneſſes to 
them: „ For we have not followed cun- 
te ningly deviſed fables,” faith St. Peter, 
« when we made known unto you the 
« power and coming of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt, but were eye- witneſſes of his 
« majeſty.” And St. John likewiſe ſaith, 
« We declare unto you that which we have 
« heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, 
« which we have looked upon, and our 
« hands have handled of the word of life.” 
2 Pet. i. 16. 1 John 1. 1. 

Q. Prove that the apoſtles could not 
have wiſhed to. deceive us on the miracles 
of Jeſus? 

A. We have two great wail of i it. 

Q. What is the firſt? 

A. Candour ſhines in every page of the 

evangelical hiſtory, The apoſtles relate all 

their weakneſſes, the little rivalry of their 

ambition, the cowardice with which they 

abandoned their Maſter and fled, as ſoon as 

Judas had ſeized him; the treachery of this- . 
F 4 Judas; 
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Judas; the apoſtaſy of St. Peter, and the 
reproaches of Jeſus on their ſlowneſs of be- 
lief, and their want of underſtanding. Matt. 
XIV. 28—30. xvi. 8, 9. xxi. 23. xvii. 14— 
17. XX. 20— 24. xxvi. 47— 56, bg—75. 

Q. What is the ſecond: proof that the 
apoſtles could not have wiſhed to deceive, 
by attributing miracles to Jeſus en he 
had not performed? 

A. Men only deceive for their own pro- 
fit; and far from gaining any thing by pub- 
liſning the miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
apoſtles brought on themſelves violent per- 
ſecutions, and died, at leaſt, moſt of them, 
in confirming their depoſition ; and if we 
cannot believe witneſſes, who have ſealed 
their depoſition with their blood, there are 
no longer any witneſſes we can believe.* 

2. Did the Jews, who were the cotem- 
 Poraries of the apoſtles, diſbelieve the mi- 

racles of Jeſus Chriſt? 


The catechiſt will even obſerve that the evangeliſts 
did not content themſelves with affirming that Jeſus 
Chriſt performed miracles, but frequently mention the 
time, the place and the objects; which would have 
afforded a thouſand ways. to confound them, od they had 
publiſhed fables. 


1 5 


E 


A. No; his miracles were ſo public, 
that they dared not to deny them; but that 


they might not be obliged to acknowledge 
Jeſus for the Meſſiah, they attributed them 
do the devil. 


er. . 


CHRISTIANITY. 


Q. Did moft of the Jews believe in Je- 


{us Chriſt ? 
A. No; moſt of them, particularly the 
leading men amongſt them, rejected him. 


AM wr Wwe th 


to believe in him? 

| A. No; becauſe they were extremely 
corrupted, and © men love darkneſs rather 
than light, when their deeds are evil.” 
John iii. 19.* 


* As a proof of their corruption, the catechiſt will 
ention the deceitful oaths they made, by heaven, 
y the earth, by Jeruſalem, &C. which taught the 
o; 1 Phariſces 


OF THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST, THE 
FIFTH PROOF OF THE TRUTH OF 


Qs it not aſtoniſhing that his virtues 
and his miracles could not induce the Jews ; 


a May 
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Q. May we not give another reaſon for 
the Jews' rejection of Jeſus Chriſt ? 

A. Yes; the Jews thought that the Meſ- 
ſiah would be a temporal king, who would 
free them from the Roman yoke, and make 
them the moſt powerful people in the world; 
they therefore took a diſlike to Jeſus Chriſt 
becauſe he only declared war againſt vice, 
commanded to render to Cæſar the things 
which were Cæſar's, and declared that God 
would call the Gentiles into his covenant. 
Matt. xxii. 21, xxi. 23—43. - 

Q. How far did the Jews carry their ha- 
tred to Jeſus Chriſt ? 

A. So far as to requeſt Pilate, who then 
governed Judea in the name of the emperor 
of Rome, to let him be put to death. 

Q. Did Pilate grant their requeſt ? 

A. Pilate, convinced of the innocence of 
Jeſus, made ſome efforts to ſave him; but 
frightened at laſt by the furious cries and 


| Phariſees that a ſon might refuſe to aſſiſt his father and 
mother, provided he would give the money to the 
prieſts with which he might have ſuccoured the authors 
of his days: in ſhort, the negle& of all decency which 
they ſhewed in making a crime of Jeſus Chnft's healing 
the ſick on the ſabbath day. 


threats 
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threats of the Jews, he delivered Jeſus to 


them to be crucified. John xviii. 33-40. 
xix. 116.“ 


Q. You have placed the death of Jeſus 


Chriſt amongſt the proofs of his divine miſ- 


ſion, how does it ſerve to prove it? 
A. Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt at his death 


ſhewed a greatneſs of foul and goodneſs, 


which a falſe prophet could never have had, 
and which was only poſſible to the Son of God. 
. Relate ſome inſtances of it? 

A. A falſe prophet finding himſelf in the 
power of his enemies, would have tried to 
ſoften them by acknowledging his impoſ- 
ture; but. Jeſus Chriſt, on the contrary, de- 
clared to the members of the great Sanhe- 
drim, © that he was the Chriſt, and they 
« ſhould ſee him ſome time ſitting on the 


* right hand of power, and coming in the 


clouds from heaven.” He declared alſo 
to pilate, © that he was a king, that he came 
« jnto the world to bear witneſs unto the 
* The catechiſt will add, that the accuſation which 


the Jews brought againſt him of being the enemy of 


Cæſar, if he ſpared Jeſus Chriſt, intimidated-him the 


more, as Tiberius was then emperor, a prince ex- 


tremely jealous of his 1 and cxcevdingly 5 ſuſ- 


picious and eruel. * 
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„ 
ce truth, and that every one that was of the 
ce truth heard his voice,” Matt. xxvi. 63, 
64. John xvili. 37. 5 

Q. Go on. 


A. He comforted the women hs AC- 


companied him to the croſs, watering his 


ſteps with their tears: he ſuffered in ſilence his 
cruel tortures and the outrages of the Jews : 

he promiſed heaven to the penitent thief 
who was crucified with him ; recommended. 
his mother to St. John, and even carried 


his goodneſs ſo far as to pray for his executi- 


oners: © Father forgive them,” ſaid he, © for 
ce they know not what they do.” Luke xxii. 


27, 28, 34— 37, 42, 43. John xix. 26, 27. 


Q. Could not Jeſus have withdrawn 


himſelf from puniſhment, as he had re- 


ceived ſuch great ae from God ? 
A. Undoubtedly. - 
Q. Why did he not do it then? 
A. For three principal reaſons. 
Q. What is the firſt? 
A. Jefus Chriſt well knowing that his 


_ apoſtles and difeiples would be often expoſed 
to ſhed their blood in the cauſe of truth, 
wiſhed to inſpire them with courage by be- 


op himſelf the firſt martyr of his religion. 
Q. What 1 1s the ſecond ? 
A. The 


(% ] 

A. The juſtice of God offended by the 
multiplied fins of men required a reparation; 
and Jeſus Chriſt was willing to become the 
pure and. ſpotleſs victim, who was to bear 
the puniſhment due to all thoſe ſins. 

Q. Could not men have expiated them 
themſelves ? 

A. No; becauſe, all being guilty, none 
of them could by dying, have ſatis fied di- 
vine juſtice for their own ſius. 

Q. Cannot repentance expiate the fins of 
men ? 

A. No; for repentance only pays the 
debt of that day on which we repent; but 
does not annihilate the paſt; and judges 
cauſe a murderer to be put to death, even 
when they do not doubt of his repentance. 
Q. What is the third reaſon that induced 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſubmit to death? 

A. It is, that he was ſure of riſing again 
from the dead; and he knew that his reſur- 
rection would be a ſtriking proof of his be- 

ing the Son of God. 

Q Was the death of Jeſus Chriſt ac- 
companied by no extraordinary event? 

A. At the very inſtant in which he gave 
up the ghoſt the ſun was eclipſed, the earth 
ſhook, 


# 
, © at 4 * a 4 
P | —— * . F 


1 86 ] 
' ſhook from its foundation, the veil of the 
temple, which ſeparated the place of the 
holy ſanctuary, was rent from the top to 
the / bottom, and ſome of the dead even 88 
Mat. xxvii. 51. 
Q: What effect had theſe ſurpriſing events? 
A. The captain and the Roman ſoldiers 
who had crucified Jeſus Chriſt, cried out with 
terror, *“ truly this was the Son of God,” 
and the people returned ſmiting their 
breaſts, Matt. xxvii. 54. Luke xxiii. 48. 


SECT. XVI. 


OF THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION 
OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SIXTH PROOF OF 
THE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY, 


N Had not Jeſus Chriſt told the apo- 
ſtles beforehand of his reſurrection? 

A. Yes; he did it to prevent that dejec- 
tion which his death might have brought up- 
on them; © The ſon of man,” he had ſaid 
to them, © ſhall be betrayed into the hands 
«of men: and they ſhall kill him, and the 
« third day he ſhall be raiſed again,” And 
the great men of the Jewiſh nation were 
well informed of it. Matt. xvil. 22, 23. 


— What 
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Q. What did they do in conſequence of 
it? 

A. They begged of Pilate to let the ſe- 
pulchre of Jeſus Chriſt be guarded, © Leſt,” 
ſaid they to him, © his diſciples come by 
ce night, and ſteal him away, and ſay unto 
« the people, he is riſen from the dead.” 
And pilate permitted them to place as many 
guards about it as they pleaſed, Matt. xxvii. 
Canes [i 

Q. What happened afterwards ? 

A. Onthe Sunday morning, which, accord- 
ing to the manner of reckoning amongſt the 


Jews, was accounted the third day after the 


death of Jeſus Chriſt, the earth ſhook: an 
angel came down from heaven, and rolled 
away the ſtone which ſhut up the tomb of 
our Saviour; the guards fled in terror; and 
Jeſus Chriſt roſe from the dead. Matt. 
xxvili. 16. 
Q. How do you know that Jeſus Chriſt 
is riſen from the dead? 
A. By the teſtimony of his apoſtles, who 
ſaw him ſeveral times after his reſurrection: 


who ate with him and had long converſations 
who examined, touched and 
felt the marks of the nails in- his feet and 


with him : 


hands; 


881 
hands; and who, in ſhort, far from gaining 
any thing by publiſhing this great event, 
brought on themſelves, on the contrary, all 
ſorts of outrages and evils. _ 

Q. Would it have been a ſlight crime 
in the apoſtles to have falſely publiſhed the 
reſurrection of their Maſter ? 

A. It would, on the contrary, have been 
one of the greateſt crimes that could be com- 


mitted, ſince they would, by ſo doing, have 


falſely accuſed their nation of putting the 
Meſſiah to death, and endeavoured to en- 
gage men to ſerve an impoſtor, as a pro- 
phet ſent from God.“ 

Q. Can we ſuſpect the apoſtles of fo 


great a degree of villainy ? 


A. No; it is abſurd and contradictory 
to ſuppoſe, that men who have re-eſtabliſh- 


ed in the world, the empire of God and of 
virtue, could at the ſame time, calumniate 
their countrymen, preach an impoſtor as 
the Son of God, and not retract even at 


death. 


© The clit will ablerve;” char if.Jofas Cid led 


not riſen from the dead, as he had foretold, that alone 


would have proved that he was not a true prophet, and 
that the Jews were right in putting him to death. 


Q. Muſt 
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Q. Muſt not the apoſtles have been their 


own enemies to have falſely afſerted the re- 
ſurrection of their Maſter? 


A. Tes undoubtedly; ſince, if this reſur- 
rection had only been a fable, they would 


have rendered themſelves unhappy in this 


world, to become ſtill more ſo in the life to 


come, where God will ſeverely puniſh all 


falſe witneſſes and impoſtors. 
Q. What did the guards depoſe who 
were placed about the tomb of Jeſus ? 


A. They accuſed the apoſtles of having 


carried away his corpſe whilſt they ſlept. 
Q. Why do you believe the apoſtles ra- 
ther than the guards ? 
A. For three principal reaſons. 
Q. What is the firſt? | 
A. Witneſſes, who depoſe on what hap- 


pened during their ſleep, are unworthy of all 
belief: for when people are aſleep, they can 


Know nothing of what is doing about them. 
Q. What is the ſecond ? 

A. It is incredible that the apoſtles who 
abandoned their Maſter when alive, through 


fear, ſhould expoſe themſelves to the ſwords 


of the Roman ſoldiers to poſſeſs his corpſe. 
Q What 
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Q. What is the third reaſon that invali- 
dates the teſtimony of the guards ? 

A. It is incredible that the whole guard 
ſhould have been aſleep at the ſame time, 
and that they ſhould even have flept to 
ſoundly, that the apoſtles could come near 


them, remove the great ſtone which cloſed 


the ſepulchre, and take away the body of 
Jeſus without awaking one of them. 

Q. Did Jeſus Chrift appear only to the 
apoſtles after his reſurrection? 

A. He appeared to many others, and St. 
Paul fays that he was ſeen by more than five 
hundred perſons at once. 1 Cor. xv. 6. 

Q. Why did he not ſhew himſelf to his 
judges, and to all the inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem? 


A. In the firſt place, we have no Be to 


call God's conduct in queſtion : in the ſe- 


cond place, the dreadful uſe the Jews had 
made of Jeſus Chriſt's firſt favours, rendered 


them unworthy of receiving any new ones. 


In ſhort, people who were capable of attri- 
buting his miracles of humanity to the devil, 


would ae have found ſome other pre- 


dert | 
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text to elude the proof of his return to 


life.“ 6 

Q. What ought we to conclude from the 
reſurrect ion of Jeſus? 

A. It ſhews invincibly, that he was in- 
deed the Son of God, ſince God, the friend 
of men and of truth, would never have re- 
called an impoſtor to life : St. Paul faith, 


that © Jeſus Chriſt was declared to be the 


« Son of God with power by the reſurrec- 
© tion from the dead. Rom. i. 4. 

Q. What more does it prove? 

A. That we may depend on all the pro- 
miſes made us by Jeſus Chriſt, particularly, 
our own reſurrection. Chriſt, ſaith St. Paul, 


eis become the firſt fruits of them that 


* ſlept;” and, „ as in Adam all die, even 
« ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.” 
1 Cor. xv. 20—22. 

Q. How long did Jeſus remain on earth 
after his reſurrection ? ? 


* The catechiſt will obſerve, that even criminals, 


juitly condemned, no longer excite any thing but pity | 
in worthy ſouls, whilſt they undergo their ſentence : 
but the Jews and their chiefs had, on the contrary, the 
terocity to come and inſult Jeſus Chriſt on the croſs, 


and to add bitter railleries to the agonies of his 8 


niſhment. n 


1 
4 
| 
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A. He remained on earth forty days, that 
he might fully convince his apoſtles of that 
great event, and to give them ſeveral in- 


ſtructions. 


Q. What happened afterwards ? 
A. He took his apoſtles to the Mount 


of Olives near Jeruſalem, and as he bleſſed 


them a cloud received him, and he was 
taken up into heaven. Acts 1. 9. 
Q. Why did he go to heaven ? 
A. To enjoy there the glory that was 


deſtined for him, and to give his diſciples a 


new token that they would one day be taken 
up like him. 
Q. How does the creed expreſs the glory 


of Jeſus Chriſt in heaven ? 


A. It expreſſes it after the ſcripture, by 
faying that he "_ on the right hand of 


God. Col. iii. 


Q. Muſt — ak theſe words in a literal 


ſenſe, as if God were really on a throne, and 
Jeſus Chritt ſeated at his right hand? 


A. No; they only mean that Jeſus 
Chriſt has received from God the higheſt 


degree of favour and glory, and ſupreme 
power over all creatures: * God hath 
bughly exalted him,” ſaith St. Paul, “ and 


wi given 
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« oiven him a name which is above every 
« name; that at the name of Jeſus every 
« knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, 
« and things in earth, and things under the 
« earth; and that every tongue ſhould con- 
« feſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.“ Phil. ii. g—1 1, 


SECT. XVII. 


0F THE HOLY GHOST, AND THE ESTA. 


| BLISHMENT OF CHRISTIANITY, THE 


SEVENTH PROOF :OF ITS 'TRUTH. 


Q. What muſt we underſtand by the 
7 Holy Ghoſt ? 
K A. We muſt underſtand God himſelf, 
conſidered as aſſiſting men in working for 
1 Wtheir ſalvation. 
Q. What then is believing 1 in the Holy 
Ghoſt? 


18 A. It is to believe that God will grant 
t os all aſſiſtance neceſſary for our ſanctifica- 
de ton, provided we aſk for it as we ought: 
h If ye then, being evil,“ ſaid Jeſus Chriſt 


to the e Jews, « know how to give good gifts, 
oh unto | 
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cc unto your children: how much more 
ce ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
_ « Spirit to them that aſk him.“ Luke xi. 1. 
Q: Do we not diſtinguiſh two kinds of 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
A, Yes; the one called common gitts, 
the other extraordinary gifts. 
Q. What are the common gifts ? 
A. The common gifts of the Holy 
j Ghoſt, which God grants to all faithful peo- 
' - ple, are faith, patience, charity and piety; 
and they are the mot ſalutary. 
q Q. To whom have extraordinary gift 
|| been granted ? 
A. To the prophets under the old lau, 
I and to the apoſtles under the new. 
| Q. When did the apoſtles receive theſe 
0 | | | gifts $ | 
| . A. They received them at Jeruſalem on 
| the day of pentecoſt, ten days wm the 


aſcenſion of their Maſter. 

Q. What were the circumſtances of t this 
great event ? 
3 A. The apoſtles were aſſembled to pray, 
| | when all at once there was heard a great 
| noiſe in the air, © like a ruſhing mighty 


| «wind;” and they ſaw at the ſame time flames 
* . of 


18 
of fire in the ſhape of tongues, which ſat 
upon each of them, and they were filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt. Acts ii. 1—4. 

.Q What gifts did this Holy Spirit com- 
municate to the apoſtles? 

A. The gift of ſpeaking ſtrange lan- 
guages, and of performing miracles: it 
taught them all the truths neceſſary for 
them to know, and in ſhort armed them 
with an invincible courage to announce the 
goſpel every where. _ 

Q. How do you know that the apoſtles 
received theſe gifts ? 

A. By the eſtabliſhment of the chriſtian 


religion in the world. 


Q. May not a falſe religion be eſtabliſhed 
in the world? 

A. Yes; when it flatters the paſſions, or 
when thoſe who preach it employ force or 
gifts to make it to be received: it was thus 
chat the falſe prophet Mahomet eſtabliſned 


his religion about ſix hundred years after 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


Q. Was the chriſtian religion eſtabliſhed 
by ſuch means? 


A. Far from being eſtabliſhed by human 
means, it had, on the contrary, every poſ- 
ſible 
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{ible obſtacle to combat; the prejudices of 
youth, the reigning corruption ; the credit 
of the prieſts and the pride of emperors, 
Q. How did the prejudices of youth op- 
poſe the eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity ? 
A. Becauſe it was very difficult to engage 
men, to forſake the worſhip of thoſe gods 
which they had been taught to adore from 
their infancy, to ſerve the only true God. 
Q. Were all men idolaters at that time? 
A. Many had ſenſe enough to reject pa- 
ganiſm; but only avoided idolatry to fall 
into impiety, and live without either God 
or religion, Moſt of them even joined in 
the public worſhip which they ſecretly 


ridiculed. 


Q. How did the reigning corruption ſtop 
the progreſs of the goſpel? _ 
A. Becauſe morality ſo perfect as that of 


Jeſus Chriſt, could noc but frighten many 


men who \ were plunged 1 in vice.“ 


Q. Did 


* The catechiſt will obſerve as proofs of the corrup- 
tion which reigned at that time; Firſt, that fathers 
and mothers had a right to expoſe, or make away with 
their children, if they found it. inconvenient to bring 
them up. Secondly, That divorces and adultery were 
. | ſo 


| 
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Q Did not the pagan religion repreſs th 


reigning vices ? 
A. No; becauſe the gods, which it taught 
the people to worſhip, had themſelves thoſe 
vices.“ | N 
Q. Why did the Pagan prieſts oppoſe [ 
the goſpel ? f 
A. Becauſe the fall of idolatry would ; 
have been the means of their loſing their re- | 
venues and their credit. 


io common, that they were no longer ſcandalous. 
Thirdly, That, in ſhort, the favourite amuſement of 
that dreadful time was for men, women and children to 
aſſiſt at the combats of the gladiators, where hundreds 
of men maſſacred each other with the ſword. 


F — , - 


* The catechiſt will add, that according to the 3 

p which the Pagans had of their gods, Mars was crucl, 
Mercury a cheat, Bacchus a drunkard, Juno implaca- 
ble, Venus immodeſt, and the hiſtory of Jupiter the 


of greateſt of all, was nothing but a ſeries of crimes; fo 
N that had he exiſted, he would have deſerved a ſcaffold 
rather than altars. It is evident that the prieſts of ſuch 
gods would have preached mildneſs, mercy, temper- 
1d ance, juſtice and charity with a very bad grace; and 
indeed inſtead of virtues they only required incenſe and 
p- ſacrifices from their votaries. 
5 + The catechiſt may here relate the ſtory of the | 
ag ilyerſmith Demetrius, which proves how much avarice 
oo aded W Acts xix. 23—40. 


8 Q. Why 
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Q. Why were the emperors enemies to 
chriſtianity ? 

A. Becauſe flattery had made gods of 
them, and the chriſtians refuſed to worſhip 
them. 

Q. Were the apoſtles able of themſelves 
to triumph over all theſe obſtacles ? 

A. No; fince they had neither birth, 


knowledge, credit, nor fortune; and far 


from having the power of obliging any one 
to hear them, they, as well as their diſciples, 
experienced all ſorts of outrages and per- 
ſecutions from the Jews and idolaters. 

Q. Did theſe perſecutions prevent the 
eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity ? 

A. No; it ſpread on the contrary into 
all parts of the known world with prodigious 
rapidity ; and one muſt be voluntarily blind 
not to ſee in its progreſs, the complete proof 
of the gift of tongues and miracles, which 


the apoſtles had received.“ 


| ® The catechiſt may add the following words of an 
ce that if twelve poor 
«« Jewiſh fiſhermen, ſuch as the apoſtles, have converted 


« the world without a miracle, that every converſion is 


ce the greateſt of all miracles. ” 


SECT. 
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SECT. XVIII. 


OF THE RUIN OF JERUSALEM AND THE 
DISPERSION OF THE JEWS, THE EIGHTH 


PROOF OF THE TRUTH OF CHRISTIA- 
NITY. 


Q. What is the laſt proof that Jolla 


Chriſt is the Son of God. 

A. The terrible manner in which God 
puniſhed the Jews for having rejected and 
crucified him. 

Q. Had not Jeſus Chriſt himſelf an- 
nounced this puniſhment to the Jews ? 

A. Yes; St. Matthew and St. Luke re- 
late that Jeſus Chriſt foretold that * Jeruſa- 
lem ſhould be fo entirely deſtroyed, that 


ce there ſhould not be one ſtone upon ano- 


© ther that ſhould not be thrown down; 
« that the Jews ſhould fall by the edge of 
« the ſword, and be led away captive into 
e all nations; that Jeruſalem ſhould be 
ce trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
cc times of the Gentiles ſhould be fulfilled ; 
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ce and that all this would happen before the 
* generation in which he lived paſſed away.” 


Matt. xxiv. 2— 34. Luke xxi. 24. 

Q. When did that great event happen ? 

A. Thirty-ſeven years after the death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and conſequently at a time 
when many of our Saviour's cotemporaries 
muſt have been ſtil] living. 

Q. How did it happen? 

A. The Jews revolted againſt the emperor 
of Rome, who ſent an army to ſubdue them. 

Q. What was the fate of Jeruſalem ? 

A. Jeruſalem was taken and razed to the 
ground by the Romans, after a fiege in 
which eleven hundred thouſand Jews loſt 


their lives. 


Q.: What was the fate of the temple ? 

A. The temple was burnt and reduced 
to aſhes, notwithſtanding all the efforts of the 
Roman general to prevent it. 

Q. What became of the reſt of the 
Jewiſh nation ? 

A. Near a hundred thouſand were taken 
and od. as ſlaves over all the earth,* T 


Q. Have 


* The catechiſt will obſerve that all theſe things are 


- atteſted by Joſephus, by birth a Jew, and a witneſs of 


that 
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Q. Have the Jews been able to get the 


better of that ruin? 

A. No; and they ſtill remain in their 
diſperſion, without ſucceeding in any of their 
frequent attempts to recover their ancient 
country ; and the bad ſucceſs of thoſe efforts 


has not been able to deſtroy them, nor en- 
gage them to mix with other nations. 


Q. Is it not aſtoniſhing that a juſt and 
good God ſhouid ſtill puniſh the Jews for 


a crime committed by their anceſtors more 
than ſeventeen centuries ago ? 

A. No; becauſe in continuing to reject 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Jews approve of his pu- 
niſhment, and ratify the dreadful impreca- 
tion pronounced by their anceſtors; © His 
blood be upon us and upon our children,” 
Matt. xxvii. 25. 


Q. Has God caſt off the Jews for ever ? 
A. No; St. Paul tells us that they will 


one day be converted, and that God will 


receive them again into his covenant: *I 


that deplorable war, of which he has left a recital, 
Young people might be made to read the twenty-ſixth, 
thirty-firſt, and forty-fifth chapters in book ſixth of the | 
Jews' War aan the Romans. 
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« would not, brethren,” ſaith he, © that ye 
« ſhould be ignorant of this myſtery ; that 
ce blindneſs in part is happened unto Iſrael, 
© until the fulneſs of the Gentiles be come 
«in; and fo all Ifrael ſhall be ſaved.” 


Rom. xi. 25, 26. 


Q. How ſhould nee in the mean 
time, conduct themſelves towards the Jews? 
A. They ſhould do all in their power to 
haſten ſo happy an event as their conver- 
ſion; that is to ſay, they ſhould treat the 
Jews with equity and goodneſs, and ſtrive 


to enlighten them. 


SECT. XIX. 


OF THE CHURCH, THE COMMUNION OF 
SAINTS, AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 


Q What iS the church which the creed 


| mentions. 


A. The church is the aſſembly or body 
of thoſe who believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Q. Why is it called holy? 
A. Becauſe its members are ſtrictiy 
obliged to labour to become holy; and vir- 
tuous 
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tous chriſtians alone compoſe the true 
church.*-. 
Q. Why is the church called catholic or 
univerſal. 
A. Becauſe it is compoſed of the faith- 


ful of all times, and all places, who believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt. 


Q. What is it to believe in the holy, 


catholic church? 

A. It is to acknowledge that there is 
ſuch a church, and that thus the promiſe 
made by Jeſus Chriſt to eſtabliſh his church 
has been accompliſhed. _ | 

QQ Are there not particular churches ? 

A. Yes; there are particular churches 


that have neither exactly the ſame faith nor 
the ſame worſhip ; but all that acknowledge 


Jeſus Chriſt only for their head form a Part 
of the catholic church. 


Q. Are all particular churches equally 
pure 1 . 


A. No; there are ſeveral whoſe belief = 


6 The terhin will add. thit as 5 comnrd bs act a 


true ſoldier, though he wears the dreſs and bears the 
name of one; ſo neither is a wicked man a chriſtian 


though he takes that title. 
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and worſhip are mixed with error and ſu- 
perſtition. 

Q. How may we know when a church 
1s pure ? 
A. When it profeſſes a doctrine agree- 
able to the goſpel, and when its members 

ſerve God as he has commanded. 

Q. Is it by theſe marks that the church 
of Rome would have us Judge of the true 
church ? 

A. No; the true church, according to 
the Roman church, can only be that which 
is the moſt ancient, the moſt numerous, the 
molt flouriſhing, and that which has always 
had biſhops.* 

Q. Are thoſe marks certain ? 

A. No; ſince in the time of Jeſus Chriſt 
the Pagan church was much more ancient, 
more numerous and flouriſhing than the 
Chriſtian, and had always had prieſts. 

Q. Does ſcripture ſay that the greateſt _ 
number of men are always on the ade of 
truth! ? 


* The catechiſt will add, that the church of Rome 
is that which acknowledges the biſhop of Rome, other- 
wiſe called the pope, for its head. 

. A. On 


{ 105 ] 


A. On the contrary it tells us, that in 


the time of Elijah there only remained of 
the ten tribes ſeven thouſand men faithful to 
the true God; and Jeſus Chriſt called his 
church, the little flock. 1 Kings xix. 18. 
Luke Kii. 32. 3 


Have all men a right to examine their 


religion before they believe it? 

A. They not only have this privilege, 
but would be extremely wrong not to avail 
themſelves of it; and it would be abſurd if 
they made no uſe of their reaſon in their moſt 
important concern, that is to ſay, in re- 
ligion.“ 

1 What do ſacred authors ſay of this? ? 


A. Convinced that error alone fears ex- 


amination, and that truth can only gain by 
it, provided it is made with care, far from 
forbidding it, they recommend it: * Judge 
ve of what I ſay,” faith St. Paul to the Corin- 

* The catechiſt will add, that if chriſtians are to 
| follow the religion of their anceſtors without examining 
it, the Mahometans, Pagans and Jews would be as 


right in following that of their fathers ; and men would 


no longer be better than a vile flock of ſheep, who 


walk at random in the path beaten by preceding gene- 
rations, and would have no more merit in following 


truth chan e error. 


3 thians, 
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thians, © prove all things; hold faſt that 
which is good,” ſaid he alſo to the Theſ- 
ſalonians. 1 Cor. x. 10—15. 1 The. v. 21. 

Q. Is there no other ſacred author who 
makes uſe of the ſame language ? 

A. St. John tells us likewiſe, «© Try the 
ce ſpirits whether they are of God; becauſe 
t many falſe prophets are gone out into the 
« world:” and St. Peter commands chril- 
tians to © be ready always to give an an- 
cc {wer to every man that aſketh you a rea- 
ce ſon of the hope that is in you.“ 1 John 
iv. 1. 1 Pet. ul. 15. 

Q. But are not the ſcriptures too obſcure 
to be underſtood by the people? 

A. All that is neceſſary to ſalvation is 
revealed in the ſcriptures in the cleareſt 
manner; and it is blaſpheming God to ſup- 
poſe that he has ſpoken to men without 
making himſelf underſtood. 

Q. You think then that every body has 
a right to-read the ſcriptures? _ 
A. Yes; God formally commanded the 

Jews to read them; and Jeſus Chriſt re- 

commended them to & ſearch the ſcriptures.” 
Deut. vi. 6—9. John v. 39. 

Q. Who 1 18 the head of the church ? 


A, Jeſus 
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A. Jeſus Chriſt : God gave him, faith 
St. Paul, © to be the head over all things 
to the church which is his body.“ Eph. i. | 
1% 23. 

Q. Did not Jeſus Chriſt appoint St. | 
Peter and the Popes to govern it as his | 
vicars ? | 

A. No; St. Peter never wok the title 

of vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, nor did he ever 

fulfil the functions of it; and St. Paul in the 
| catalogue which he gives. of the offices 
e ſtabliſned by Jeſus Chriſt in the church 
does not mention hat; though he ought to 


have mentioned it firſt, as the moſt impor- | 
| tant, if it had been eſtabliſhed by Jeſus | 

8 Chriſt. | 

: Q. Relate that catalogue of eccleſiaſtical , | 

Z offices inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt ? 

t A. © Jeſus Chriſt,” ſaith St. Paul, “ gave ; 
| © ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, and 

18 ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and 


teachers, for the perfecting of the ſaints, 

le and for the work of the miniſtry. Eph. iv. 

. 11, 12. 

„ Q. What is the meaning of the follow- 
ing article of the creed, 1 believe! in the 
communion of ſaints ?” 

me 6 FR A. That 
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A. That chriſtians of all parts of the 
world form only one body, or one family, 
and ought, hke good brothers, to ſhare re- 

ciprocally the temporal or ſpiritual goods 
they poſſeſs. 

Q What example have we of this com- 
munion of ſaints in facred hiſtory ? 

A. We have that of the firſt chriſtians of 
Jeruſalem, who“ were of one heart and one 
foul.” Acts iv. 32. 

Q. What is the meaning of that article 
of the creed where we ſay we believe in 
ce the forgiveneſs of ſins ?” 

A. We declare in this, that we believe 
God will forgive men their faults when they 
do all in their power to deſerve his mercy. 

A Q. In what does this forgiveneſs conſiſt ? 

A. In the firſt place, God does not pu- 

niſh us as our ſins deſerve; ſecondly, in 

that he beſtows upon us all the privileges of 

his children, and above all, a right to the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Q. Does God forgive all ſinners? - 

A. No; for that would encourage men 


to fin; God only forgives thoſe who repent 
Ai lead a better life. 


. 
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OF THE RESURRECTION. 


Q. What is the meaning of this article of 
the creed, „1 believe 1 in the reſurrection of 
the body? 

A. It means that our bodies, which, 
after our death, are laid in the earth, will 


come to life again af the laſt day. 


Q. How do you know that the dead will | 
riſe ? 

A. By the promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt and 
his reſurrection. The hour is coming,” 
ſaid he, « in the which all that are in the 
ce graves ſhall come forth, they that have 
« done good unto the reſurrection of life, 
cc and they that have done evil. unto the re- 


« ſurrection of damnation.” John v. 28, 29. 


Q. Is the reſurrection poſſible ? 
A, It is certainly above human power; 
but 
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but he who once animated our bodies can 
eaſily reanimate them.“ 

Q. Does nature offer us no emblem of 
our reſurrection ? 

A. Yes; the filk-worm, at the end of a 
certain time, makes itſelf a tomb and dies 
in it; but in fifteen or twenty days 1s re- 
animated and becomes a butterfly. 5 

Q. Who are thoſe that will be raiſed 
from the dead? 
A. All men without exception: c] have 
« hope towards God, faith St. Paul, “ that 
ce there will be a reſurrection of the dead, 
« both of the juſt and unjuſt,” Acts xxiv. 15. 

Q. What becomes of the ſoul at our 
death? 
A. As the foul is not material, reaſon 


The catechiſt will obſerve, notwithſtanding, that 
it is little probable that man will riſe from the dead 
with the viſible and groſs body he has here below; 
that it is more likely that he carries in himſelf the ſeed 
of another body infinitely more perfect, and more fit 
for the excellent life he is to lead after the reſurrection: 
and that St. Paul confirms this opinion, by comparing 
our reſurrection to that of a grain of wheat. It is not 
in effect the very grain we ſow that takes root and 
| ſhoots out into an ear, it is the ſeed 1 It contains, 1 Cor. 
xv. 36, 37. 
tells 


A 


Tm} 
tells us, that the death of the body cannot 


affect it; and ſcripture aſſures us alſo that 


« the body ſhall return to the earth as it 
ec was, and the ſpirit ſhall return unto God 
ce that gave it.“ Eccl. xii. 7. 
Q. In what ſtate then are good people 
until the reſurrection? 
A. Their ſouls are with the Lord i in a 
ſtate of peace and joy. 


Q. How do you know this? 


A. By the promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt to | 


the thief, who was converted on the croſs ; 


« yerily, I ſay unto thee, to-day ſhalt thou 
ce be with me in paradiſe.” Luke xxili. 43. 
St. Paul alſo, {aid he, © defired to depart and 


to be with Chriſt.” Phil. 1. 23. 
Q. What does St. John ſay of this ? 
A. That © bleſſed are they which die in 
« the Lord from henceforth ; ; that they reſt 
ce from their labours and their works do 
« follow them.” Rev, xiv. 13. 


Q. What is the meaning of theſe words? 


A. That the faithful are happy immedi- 


ately after their deceaſe, becauſe they are 


delivered from all the evils of this life; and 
enjoy the ſweet remembrance of their good 
works and their virtues. 


Q. Does 
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Q. Does the doctrine of the church of 
Rome agree with the ſacred authors in this 


point? 


A. No; the church of ſoon teaches, on 
the contrary, that the ſouls of the faithful 


go after death into a place between heaven 
and hell, which they call purgatory ; there 


to be purified by dreadful pain from the 
remainder of their corruption. 

Q. What do you think of this opinion? 

A. That it has no foundation either in 
reaſon or in ſcripture, where even the word 
purgatory is not found, fo that we muſt 
place it amongſt thoſe human doctrines 
which avarice and ſuperſtition have added 
to the goſpel.* 


*The catechiſt will obſerve, that the belief of pur- 
gatory is very uſeful to the Roman clergy, becauſe it 
is believed at the ſame time that they can bring their 
ſouls out of this dreadful place, by 1 maſſes for 
them, which bring in a vaſt deat of money 
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SEC T. XXI. 


OF THE LAST JUDGMENT, AND OF 
ETERNAL LIFE. 


Q What great event will follow our 
reſurrection? | 

A. Our reſurrection will be followed by 
the laſt judgment, which the creed an- 
nounces by ſaying, that “ Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 
« come from heaven to Judge the quick and 
* he dead.” - 

Q. Why will Jeſus Chriſt be the judge 
of them? 

A. Becauſe he has given them laws, and 
it is natural that he ſhould examine how 
each of them has obſerved them. 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this ? 

A. „ For we muſt all appear before the 
« judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one 
e may receive the things done in his body, 
« according to that he hath done, whether 
“ 1t be good or bad.” 2 Cor. v. 10. 
Q. Does not reaſon alone prove the ne- 
y ceſlity of ſuch a judgment? 
A, aner ; 
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A. Undoubtedly; ſo far indeed from 
virtue having been always rewarded here 
below, and vice always puniſhed, many 
good people, on the contrary, have been 
diſgraced, ſtripped, impriſoned, and even 
put to death for their fidelity to the laws of 
the Moſt High; whilſt many wicked men 
have raiſed themſelves by their very crimes 
to opulence and grandeur: now it 1s impoſ- 
ſible that a holy, juſt and Almighty God 
» ſhould not make amends at laſt for this 

double diforder.* 
Q. What do ſacred authors ſay on this 
ſubject ? | 
A. It would be too iis to relate all 
their declarations on this point ; but thoſe of 


the New Teſtament, in particular, incel- 


ſantly preſent to us the laſt judgment as the 
baſis of religion, and the powerful motive 


The catechiſt will obſerve, that this truth is fo 
Plain, that the Pagans themſelves, notwithſtanding 
their darkneſs, had acknowledged it : and that one of 
the articles of their religion was, that the wicked ſhould 
undergo the puniſhment of all their crimes in a place 
of torments, which they called Tartarus: and that good 
people ſhould, on the contrary, ſpend delicious days in 
charming places, which they called the Elyſian Fields. 


which 


Ei 

which ought to turn us from vice and in- 
cline us to virtue. 

Q. What does Solomon ſay of this ? 

A. Solomon faith, «Rejoice, O young 
* man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer 
« thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in 
« the ways of thy heart, and in the ſight of 
« thine eyes: but know then that for all 
« theſe things God will bring thee into 
« judgment.” Eccleſ. xi. 9. 

* What ſaith St. Paul on this ſubject ? 

© God hath appointed a day in the 


" ich he will judge the world in righte- 


« ouſneſs by that man whom he hath or- 
« dained ; whereof he hath given aſſurance 
© unto all men, in that he hath raiſed him 


e from the dead.” Acts xvii. 31. See alſo 


F. Mal. ili. 5. 2 Pet. il. 9. and James 
v. 1—9. 

Q.- What will be the circumſtances of 
the laſt judgment ? 


A. Sacred writers inform us that Jeſus 


Chriſt will come down from heaven, accom- 


panied by celeſtial hoſts, and will ſeat him- 


ſelf on a throne of glory; that an angel ſhall 
found the heavenly trumpet ; that at his 
voice the dead ſhall be raiſed; that the 
| | earth 
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earth will be burnt with all that it contains; 
and that all nations ſball be aſſembled be- 
fore the Lord to receive from him their 
ſentence.“ Matt. xxv. 31, 32. 1 Cor. xv 52. 
2 Pet. iii. 10. 

Q. By what law will men be judged ? 

A. The Jews will be judged by the Jaws 
of Moſes; the Chriſtians by the goſpel; and 
all other nations by the laws of nature, or 
the light of their conſciences: As many,” 
faith St. Paul, « as have ſinned without 
« Jaw,” that is to ſay, without having 
known the revealed law, „ ſhall alſo periſh 
ce without law; and as many as have ſinned 
«in the law, ſhall be judged by the law.” 
Rom. ii. 12. . 

Q. Of what will men give an account ? 

A. They will give an account of their 


6 The catechiſt may add, that the materials for 


burning the globe are already prepared : they are 
the ſalts, the minerals, the ſulphur, and the oily and 
bituminous bodies, which are found in great abun- 


dance in the bowels of the earth, and whoſe partial 
commotion has already produced many volcanos, 


and thoſe dreadful ſhakings of the earth, called earth- 
quakes. 


: actions, 


LI] 


actions, then words, and their thoughts, of 
their ſins of omiſſion and commiſſion. 

Q. What do you mean by thoſe fins ? 

A. To be guilty of a ſin of omiſſion is 
to neglect what God has preſcribed ; it is, 


for example, to neglect to aſſiſt the poor, 


though we have it in our power. A ſin of 
commiſſion 1s to allow ourſelves what God 
has forbidden, ſuch as theft and lying. 

| Q. Are fins of omiſſion as ſerious as 
| thoſe of commiſſion ? 


A. Undoubtedly, ſince man is as much 


obliged to do what God has commanded, 
| as to avoid what he has forbidden; and a 


good tree 1s not that which bears no poiſons, 


but that which produces good fruit. 
Q. Will all good people be equally re- 


| warded, and all the wicked any pu- 


niſhed ? 


A. No; God, according to his juſtice, 


will proportion very exactly the reward and 


the puniſhment to the virtues and faults of 


each mortal: © He that ſoweth ſparingly,” 
ſaith St. Paul, „ ſhall reap ſparingly ; and 


ce he which ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap 


ce alſo bountifully. 2 Cor. ix. 6. 
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Q. Who will receive the moſt maghi- 


ficent rewards ? 


A. Thoſe, who, having received more 
knowledge and more favours, have made 
the beſt uſe of them: © For whoſoever hath,” 
ſaith Jeſus Chriſt to him, © ſhall be given, 
and he ſhall have more abundance.” Matt. 
xiii. 12, 

Q. Who are thoſe that will be molt ſe- 
verely puniſhed ?_ 

A. Thoſe who have received more 


riches, power or talents and knowledge, and 


have made no uſe of them in ſerving either 
God or men. © For unto whomſoever 


cc much is given, of him ſhall much be re- 


ce quired; and to whom there have been 
cc committed much, of him they will aſk 


cc the more. Luke xii. 48. 


Q. In what will the happineſs of the 
righteous conſiſt, mentioned in the creed 
under the name of life everlaſting ? 

A. They will inhabit a magnificent 


abode ; they will know God and his works 


infinitely better than they did on earth : ex- 
empted from all evils, they will be united 
to each other and with the heavenly ſpirits 
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oy the moſt tender and ardent love, and will 
enjoy together for ever and ever, the thou- 
{land ineffable pleaſures, which God geſtines 
his well beloved.“ 


Q. In what will the pains of che wicked 
conſiſt ? 

A. The ſcriptures compare then to a 
ce worm that dieth not, and a fire that is ne- 
ver quenched; which ſignifies, at leaſt, 
that they will be torn by the remorſe of 
their conſciences, which will inceſſantly re- 
proach them for neglecting their ſalvation, 


and for having loſt it through their o Wr 


fault. Mark ix. 44. 


Q. What effect ought the expectation 


of the laſt judgment have upon us? 


The catechiſt will obſerve, that theſe bleſſings are 
ſo great that the pooreſt of mortals would be ſtupid, 


if he ſhould renounce them, » to become king « over all 
the world, 


+ The catechiſt will ans, that there 1s no i hay ght 
ſo dreadful to man as that of having had his fortune 
in his own hands and having let it eſcape : and that if 
the loſs of a throne would cauſe bitter ſorrow here be- 
low, the wicked will be far more highly grieved for 
having loſt ſupreme happineſs, compared to which 
earthly crowns are no more than chuldiſh toys. 


A. It 
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A. It ought to induce us to conduct 
ourſelves inceſſantly, as we ſhall wiſh to 
have done, when we are called to appear 
before the great judge. © I have hope to- 
cc wards God,” faith St. Paul, „that there 


_ « ſhall be a reſurrection of the dead, both 
« of the juſt and unjuſt; and herein do I 


« exerciſe myſelf to have always a conſci- 
« enee void of offence toward God and 
ct toward men.” Acts xxiv. 15, 16. 


— 


PART 


PART II. 


WHICH TREATS OF THE 
DUTIES OF RELIGION, 


SECTION I. 


OF THE LAWS OF GOD AND THE TIME FOR | 5 


OBSERVING THEM. 


q. Y OU have ſaid that God will 


judge us by the laws, which he has given 


us. What is a law? 


A. A law is a rule of action, which a 


lawful ſuperior has preſcribed, and to which 
we ought to ſubmit, upon pain of puniſh- 
ment. 


Q. Is God our lawful ſuperior 3 2 


A. Since he has given us every thing 
we poſſeſs, he has certainly a right to pre- 


{cribe the uſe to. which he would wiſh us 
to apply it. 


- 1 Q. Should 
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Q. Should we not have been more 
happy, if God had not preſcribed this law ? 

A. No; the laws of the Moſt High are, 
on the contrary, ſo many proofs of his great 
love for us. 

Q. How do you prove chis I 

A. Becauſe the obſervation of his laws is 
adapted both to make us happy on earth, 
and to lead us to the happineſs of heaven. 

Q. Give ſomè examples of it? 

A. Temperance preſerves our health and 
ſtrength ; labour procures us an honeſt ſuf- 
ficiency ; and juſtice and charity gain us 
the eſteem and affection of our fellow- 


creatures. 


Q. What effects would the laws of God 


produce among a people faithful! in the ob- 


ſervance of them? 


A. The great among them would be 
equitable, the rich liberal, the poor and lower 
ſort laborious and reſigned; honeſty would 
prevail in trade, and concord in families; 


and life would be an anticipated paradiſe. 
Q. What, on the contrary, is the con- 


dition of people who Gefpile- the laws of 


God? 
2 hey are a prey to all the evils that 
| follow 
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low vice; the great become oppreſſors, 
the rich cruel and oftentatious, the mer- 
| chants fraudulent, the poor envious, idle 


and diſhoneſt, and in ſhort, all are at once 


vile and unhappy. 

.Q. You do not think then that God has 
given us laws from intereſted views, or to 
ſell his favours dearly to us. 

A. No; God is ſo much above us, that 
we can neither give nor deprive him of any 
thing, but like a tender and enlightened 


Father, he wiſhed to preſerve us from vices, 


which would imbitter our days on earth, and 
render us incapable of taſting the happineſs 
of heaven. 
Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this? 
A. © If thou ſinneſt, what doeſt thou 


<« againft God? Or if thy tranſgreſſions be 


«© multiplied, what doeſt thou unto him? 
« If thou be righteous, what giveſt thou 
him? Or what receiveth he of thine 


« hand? Thy wickedneſs may hurt a man 


eas thou art; and thy righteouſneſs may 
<« profit the n of man.” And David like- 
wiſe obſerves, that our goodneſs cannot ex- 
tend to God. Job xxxv. 6—8 Pſ. xvi. 2. 
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Q Why will the wicked be incapable of 
enjoying the happineſs of heaven. 

A, Becauſe ſlanderous, proud, vious. 
revengeful and unjuſt people are neceſſarily 
each other's enemies, and their mutual ha- 
tred would make a hell of heaven itſelt. 

Q. Can we not in youth neglect the 
laws of God, and put off the obſervance of 
them till we are old ? 

A. Four principal reaſons prove that this 
conduct would be very ungrateful as well 
as very fooliſh. 

Q. What 1s the firſt ? 


A. It would be very ungrateful to give 


the remainder of our lives to him who be- 
ſtowed it all on us; and who means, after 


this life, to make us partakers of everlaſting 
happineſs. 
Q. What is the "ROT ? 
A. No one can be ſure of living to be 
old, much leſs the wicked, whoſe very vices 
frequently kill them; intemperance and 


impurity, in particular, cauſe the premature 


death of a number of young people. 
Q. What is the third reaſon? _ 
A. Virtue is pleaſant and eaſy when cul- 
tivated early; © for it is joy to the juſt to 
5 . | do 
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do judgment :” but it becomes very pain- 
ful when long neglected, becauſe it 1s ex- 
tremely difficult to deſtroy bad habits. 
Prov. Xi. 15. 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay on this head? 

A. Remember now thy Creator in the 
« days of thy youth, while the evil days 
c come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 


ce thou ſhalt ys L have no pleaſure in them.” 
Eccleſ. x11. 1.“ 


Q. What is the laſt reaſon to prove the 


folly of putting off converſion ? 
A. It is, that thoſe, who have ſerved God 


all their lives, will ſurely obtain a greater 


reward than thoſe who only return to him in 


the decline of their days, and more through 


tear than love. 


* The catechiſt may obſerve, that it is almoſt im- 
poſſible to repair old ſins, fince many of thoſe whom 


we have ſtripped by our injuſtice, or corrupted by our 


converſation and example muſt neceſlarily be either 
dead or out of our reach, 


+ The catechiſt may add, that old converted ſinners 
very ſeldom have it in their power to do. much good, 


becauſe luxury and intemperance have generally waſted | 


their fortunes, deadened their activity, and enervated 
their talents. 
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1 SECT: 1M: 
OF THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. 


Q. Where do we find the laws of God? 

A. We find them in the ſcriptures, and 
in our conſciences, and we have an abridg- 

ment of them in the ten commandments. 
| Could not our conſcience or our rea- 
ſon inſtruct us in our duty without revelation? 

A. Undoubtedly; and St. Paul ſays, 
that that which may be known of God, was 
known among the heathen, God manifeſted 
it unto them. Rom. i. 19. 

Q. Why then did God reveal himſelf 
in a more particular manner by Jeſus Chriſt 
and the apoſtles. 

A. Becauſe men had long ceaſed to 
confult their reaſon concerning religion, 
and had, by that means, fallen into the 

groſſeſt idolatry and the moſt deplorable 
corruption, 

Q. How is the decalogue divided ? 

A. It is divided into two tables, the firſt 

„contains, in four commandments, our. duty | 
towards 
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towards God; and the ſecond, in ſix, our 
duty towards mankind. 

Q. What is the firſt commandment ? 

A. «I am the Lord thy God, who brought 
e thee out of the land of Egypt and out © of 
the houſe of bondage: thou ſhalt have 
« none other gods but me.“ 

Q. What is the meaning of this com- 
mandment ? 
A. God, in this, forbids the Iſraelites to 
worſhip any other beſides himſelf, who had 
delivered them out of the ſlavery in which 
they were in Egypt. 


Q. ls there not a poſitive duty compre- 


hended in this prohibition ? 
A. Yes; the Almighty commands the 
Jews to perform all the duties which men 
owe to their God and protector. 

Q. What are thoſe duties? 

A. The principal are, honour, fear, con- 
fidence, zeal and ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God. 


Q. What is to honour God ? 


A. It is to be penetrated with a profound 


veneration for him, and to ſhew it on all 


occaſions, by our reſpect for his perfections, 
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and for all that relates to him, as his word 
and his temples. | 

Q. Why muſt we honour God ? 

A. Becauſe God 1s without compariſon, 
the greateſt, the moſt holy, and the moſt 
auguſt of beings; and by paying homage 
to him, we honour ourſelves. 

Q. Are there not two ſorts of fear? 

A. Yes; the one is a ſervile fear, and 
the other a filial fear. 
Q. What is a ſervile fear? 

A. That fear, which ſlaves have, of diſ- 
obeying their maſter, leſt they ſhould be 
puniſhed. 

Q. What is filial fear? 

A. It is that fear, which good children 
have, of diſobeying their parents, from 2 
dread of loſing their love. 

Q. Which of theſe two fears ought we 
to feel for God ? 

A. Good people only fee} flial fear, 
which is the moſt agreeable to God. 

Q.: Why ought we to fear God? 

A. Becauſe we are always in his fight, 
and muſt give an account of all our actions. 

Q. What is confidence in God? 

A. It is the ſweet perſuaſion that, pro- 

| vided 
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vided we fear God, he will bleſs our efforts 
to ſupply our wants. 
On what is this confidence founded ? 

A. On a belief that God is all-Knowing, 
all- powerful, and loves us as his children. 

Q. Can we have the ſame confidence in 
our earthly protectors ? 8 

A. No; becauſe they are all inconſtant 
and mortal; and may loſe by a thouſand 
accidents the means of ſerving us. 

Q. What is zeal ? 

A. Zeal is an ardent defire that God 
may be known, ſerved and obeyed by us 
and all men. 

Q. Why ought we to have this deſire ? 

A. Becauſe the accompliſhment of it 


would baniſh vice from ſociety; and conſe- 


quently make all mankind as well as our- 
ſelves more happy. 
Q. What does zeal. oblige us to do? 
A. To contribute with all our might O 
to enlighten all thoſe who are unacquainted 
with God, and endeavour to bring back 
thoſe who are walking in the paths of error. 
Q. Should we not, upon particular, oc- 
caſions, make uſe of violence to conduct 
men to truth? 
H 5 A. No; 
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A. No; violence only makes hypocrites 
and not true believers. Our Saviour and 
the apoſtles never uſed it to gain diſciples. 
St. James, on the contrary faith, © it is 
deviliſh,” and aſſures us that the wiſdom 
that is from above is peaceable and full of 
mercy. James iii. 14—17. 

Q. What is ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God ? 

A. It conſiſts in doing all that God has 
commanded, and avoiding all that he has 
forbidden; in ſuffering without murmuring 
the evils that happen to us, and in paying 
implicit ſubmiſſion to whatever the Supreme 
Being may think fit for us. 

Q. Why ſhould we thus ſubmit to the 
will of God ? 

A. Becauſe God never does any thing 
but what is juſt and uſeful, and knows much 
better than we do what is fitteſt for us. 

Q What example have we of this in 
ſcripture? 
A. We have that of the high prieſt Eli, 
who anſwered Samuel, when he came in- 
ſtructed by God to tell him of the approach- 
ing death of his ſons: © it is the Lord; let 
him do what ſeemeth him good.“ 1 Sam. 

ni. 18. 
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ili. 18. David, under great affliction, ſays 
likewiſe to God, „I became dumb and 
te opened not my mouth, for it was thy do- 
10 ing.” Pf. xxxix. 9. 


SECT. III. 
OF THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 


Q. What is the ſecond commandment ! 


A. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf | 


any graven image,” &c. Exod. xx. 4—6. 


Q. What does God forbid in this com- 


mandment ! 
A. God forbids us to make images to 
pay religious worſhip to them. 

Q. Are chriſtians allowed to pay religi- 
ous worſhip to images? 
A. No; man ſhould proſtrate himſelf 
before the God who has created him, and 
not before the works of his hands; and 
Jeſus Chriſt tells us, *“ thou ſhalt worſhip 
*« the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
« thou ſerve.” Matt. iv. 10. 

Q. May we not adore the 1 images of the 
Supreme Being? 
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A. As God is a ſpirit, it is neither per- 
mitted nor poſſible to repreſent him by any 
image. To whom then will ye liken 
« God,” ſaith Iſaiah, “ or what likeneſs will 
« ye compare unto him?“ If. xl. 18. 

Q. What do you ſay of the images of 
creatures ? 

A. They are permitted provided we pay 
them no religious honours, and if they. are 
not contrary to purity and piety. 

Q. Are there not chriſtians who violate 
this commandment? 

A. Yes; the Roman Catholics adorn 
their churches with images of God and our 
Saviour, of the angels, ſaints, and the virgin 
Mary. 


Q. What do they fay to Juſtify this 
cuſtom ? 


A. They maintain that Wages inſtruct 
thoſe who cannot read. 


Q. What do you think of this juſtifi- 
cation? 


A. Two principal reaſons prove the 
weakneſs of it. 


Q. What is the firſt ? 
A. God has Bren us his word and his 
miniſters 


BW, WP 
miniſters to inſtruct us, and theſe means are 
quite ſufficient. 


Q. What is your ſecond reaſon againſt 
the uſe of images in divine ſervice ? 


A. It is, becauſe inſtead of conſidering 
them as ſimple repreſentations, they pay 


them divers religious honours. - 
Q. What religious honours do the Ro- 
man Catholics pay to images? 


A. They bow down to them; they kiſs 


and kneel before them; they burn wax 


tapers before them; they carry them in 
proceſſion; attribute miracles to them, and 
go in pilgrimage to them. 


Q. What motives does God employ in 


the ſecond commandment, to turn men 
from the worſhip of i images ? 

A. He faith that he is „ the Lord our 

God, a mighty and jealous God.” 

Q. What do theſe expreſſions mean? 

A. That being the only true God, he 


will not ſuffer us to Pay religious homage | 


to any other. 


Q. What is the meaning of the threat 


that follows, © that God will viſit the fins of 
* the fathers upon the children unto the 
ce third and fourth generation?“ SID 
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A. It means, that if the Jews adored 
images, God would puniſh them ſo ſeverely, 
that their children and grand- children — 
feel the effects of it. 
Q. Can God, who is perfectly juſt, pu- 
niſh children for the ſins of their fathers ? 


A. Three anſwers may be made to this 


queſtion. 
Q. What is the firſt ? 
A. It is impoſſible to puniſh fathers 


either in liberty, health, or fortune, without 


making their children ſuffer the effects of it. 
Q. What is the ſecond ? 


A. It is good for children themſelves 


that their fathers ſhould be puniſhed for their 
crimes; becauſe their impunity would en- 


courage their deſcendants to follow their 


examples; whereas the puniſhment of the 
fathers may eaſily bring back the children 
to the right road. 

Q. What example does facred hiſtory 
offer of this? 
A. The captivity of Babylon, ſo fatal to 
many innocent children, cured them and 


their deſcendants of the extreme propenſity 

which the Hebrews had to idolatry. 
2 What is your ird reaſon to prove 
that 
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that God can, without wounding his juſtice, 
involve children in the puniſhment of their 


fathers ? 


A. God can, and certainly will, reward 
the children in another life for the evils they 


have undeſervedly ſuffered here below. 


Q. What is the meaning of that decla- 
ration of God, where he ſays, he will ſhew 


mercy unto thouſands in them that love him 


and keep his commandments ? 

A. It fignifies that God will be ſo pleaſed 
with the attachment of the Jews to his ſer- 
vice, that he will treat their moſt diſtant 


poſterity with much more indulgence than 


he would otherwiſe have done. 

Q. What ought we to infer from God's 
promiſe of puniſhing to the third and fourth 
generation, and ſhewing Prey unto thou- 
lands ? 


A. We ought to think that God is much 
more magnificent in his rewards, than he 


is ſevere in his puniſhments. © His righte- 


ouſneſs,” ſaid David, © ſtandeth like the 
« ſtrong mountains, but his mercy reacheth 


© unto the heavens,” Pf. xxxvi. 5, 6. 


SECT, 


x 
N 

bs 

ö 

7 

. 5 
i 

$1 

* N 

7 

4 

1 

„ 

f. 

| 
| 

4 

j 


— — ——— AEWuæNͥ—— — 
8 


®,. 


* of God? 


136 ] 


d— — — 
— . — 


SECT IV. 
OF THE THIRD COMMANDMENT. 


What is the third commandment ? 
A. « Thou ſhalt not take the name of 
« the Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord 
« will not hold him guiltleſs, that taketh 
« his name in vain.” Exod. xx. 7. 
Q. What is ſwearing? 
A. It is calling God to witneſs what we 
ſay, and ſubmitting ourſelves to his chaſ- 
tiſements, in caſe we do not on truth, 


or fail in our promiſes, 


Q. Is ſwearing permitted ? 

A. Yes, on ſolemn and important occa- 
ſions, and when the judges. order it, to 
oblige men to ſpeak the truth and "HOP 
their promiſes. 

Q. What does reaſon ſay on this | ? 

A. Reaſon ſays, that an oath made on 
ſuch an occaſion cannot be a crime, ſince it 


is paying homage to the perfections of God. 


Q. How can an oath be homage to the 


ha Becauſe 
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A. Becauſe in making an oath, we ac- 
knowledge God to be the friend of truth 
and the enemy of falſehood : that he knows 
every thing, and can puniſh us if we ſwear 
falſely or violate our promiſes. 
Q. What does ſcripture fay of this ? 
A. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, 
and ſerve him, and ſhalt ſwear by his name. 
Deut. vi. 13. And St. Paul ſays, that“ an 


« oath for confirmation is an end of all 


ce ſtrife.” Heb. vi. 16. 
Q. What then mean theſe words of Jeſus 
Chriſt, “ ſwear not at all; neither by hea- 


ven, for it is God's throne; nor by the 


« earth, for it is his footſtool; neither by 


« Jeruſalem, for it is the city of the great 


« king; neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy 


© head, becauſe thou canſt not make one 


e hair white or black. But let your com- 
© munication be yea, yea; nay, nay; for 
c whatſover is more than cheſe cometh of 
<.evilft” 

A. Jeſus Chriſt in theſe words condemns 
thoſe oaths which the Jews made by hea- 


ven, by Jeruſalem, their heads, and ſeveral 


other things, which many among them 
thought 
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thought they could violate without crime, 
becauſe God's name was not mentioned. 
Q. What oaths are forbidden? 

A. Perjury or falſe oaths; raſh, unjuſt 
and vain oaths are forbidden. 

Q. What is perjury r 

A. We may be guilty of perjury three 
ways: when we affirm as a truth what we 
know to be falſe, or do not tell the whole 


truth; when we ſwear without intention of 


keeping our word and after ward fail in that 
promiſe. 
un falſe oath a great crime ? 

A. It is one of the greateſt we can com- 
mit, ſince by it we defy the power of God, 
and labour to deſtroy among men that pre- 
cious confidence, which forms at once the 


cement and ſweets of ſociety. 


Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this? 
A. It repreſents perjury as a fort of gan- 


grene, which will grow and devour the for- 


tune of thoſe unhappy creatures, who give 
themſelves up to it.“ I will bring it forth,” 
ſaith God, „ and it ſhall enter into the 


c houſe of the thief, and into the houſe of 


« him that ſweareth falſely by my name: 
« and it ſhall remain in the midſt of his 
ce houſe 
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« houſe, and ſhall conſume it, with the tim- 


ee ber thereof and ſtones thereof.“ Zech. 
v. 4. 
Q. What is a raſh oath? 

A. Ir is that which we make without 
having well conſidered, whether what we 
affirm be true, or what we promiſe be juſt 
and in our power, Herod Antipas, for in- 
| ſtance, made a raſh oath, when he ſwore 


that he would grant to the daughter of He- 
rodias whatever ſhe ſhould aſk ; becauſe he 


could not be ſure that ſhe would only aſk 
what was juſt, Matt. xiv. 6—12. 

Q. What is an unjuſt oath ? ' 

A. We make an unjuſt oath, when we 
engage ourſelves to do a bad action; ſuch, 


for inſtance, was that of the forty Jews, who 
ſwore to each other, neither to eat nor drink, 
till they had killed St. Paul. Acts xxili. 


12 1. 
Q. Ought we to keep unjuſt oaths ? 
A. No; becauſe we have never a right 


to violate the laws of God; we muſt aſk 


nis forgiveneſs for having promiſed, and 
take care not to increaſe our crime by per- 
forming our r promiſe, 


Q. What 
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Q. What example have we of this i; 
ſacred hiſtory? 

A. We have that of David, who, being 
violently inſulted by Nabal, ſwore in bi 
paſſion that he would deſtroy him and his 
family; but was afterwards ſoftened by 
Abigail, Nabal's wife, and he bleſſed her 
for having hindered him from ſhedding 1 in- 
nocent blood. 1 Sam. xxv. 2— 33. 

Q. What do you mean by vain oaths ? 

A. Thoſe which are made without ne- 
ceſſity on trifling . occaſions ; ſuch as are 
uſed in common converſation. - 

Q. What do you think of theſe oaths ? 

A. That they are very criminal; becauſe 
they ſhew little reſpe& for the name of 
God; and muſt often be perjuries ; ſince 
men frequently ſwear, without thinking of 
what they are ſaying. 


Q. How may we correct ourſelves of 2 


habit of ſwearing ? 


A. By reflecting often on the great re- 


ſpe& which is due to the name of the 


Maſter of the univerſe ; by requeſting out 


friends to tell us when we ſwear 1nadver- 
tently, and by ſhunning all occaſions which 
may lead us to ſwear; ſuch as gambling, 


drunkennels, 
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drunkenneſs, violent and quarrelſome people, 
Q. What is the meaning of that threat 
in the third commandment, © the Lord will 
| © not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his 
name in vain? ”. 
A. It ſignifies that God wil ſurely and 
ſeverely puniſh perjuries, and all thoſe who 
have in any way profaned his holy name. 


SECT:-Y... - 
OF THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT. 


Q. What is the fourth commandment ? 


A. Remember that thou keep oy the 
ſabbath day,“ &c. 


crated to the Lord by the Jews ? 
A. It was the ſeventh day of the week, 

which they called ſabbath or reſt, and which 
we call Saturday. 


c Q. What did God command the Jews 
Gsdo do on that day? 


. A. He commanded aw to ſandtify 


h that day by reſting on it, and celebrating it 


, as a holy day to his honour, 


Q. Which was the day of reſt conſe- 
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Q. W hy Aid God delire that they ſhould 
ſanctify that day? 

. 0 preſerve among them a remem- 
brance of the creation of the world, and by 
that means keep them from 1dolatry. 

Q. How could the remembrance of the 
creation of the world keep the Iſraelites from 
idolatry ? 

A. Becauſe in remembering that one 
God created all things, they would naturally 5 
recollect that they ought to adore only him. 

Q. What day have the chriſtians conſe. 
crated to the ſervice of God ? 

A. The firſt day of the week, which in 


the apoſtle's time was called Sunday, or the 


Lord's day. 

Q. Why did the chriſtians conſecrate 
this day to public worſhip ? 

A. Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt roſe from the 
dead on a Sunday; and his reſurrection is 


an infallible proof of his divine miſſion, and 
of the ſolidity of their hopes. 


Q. In what ſhould Sunday be employed? 
A. We ſhould employ it in ſerving God 


in private, as well as publicly in the nen 
of the church. 


Q What 
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* What worſhip does God require of 
us on that day? 

A. God requires above all the worſhip 
of the heart; „God is a ſpirit,” ſaith our 
Saviour, “ and they that worſhip him, muſt 
worſhip him in PA and in truth.” John 
IV. 24. 

Q. Ought we alſo to man God 
publicly ? 

A. Certainly, ſince God commanded 1 it; 
and it was always practiſed among the Jews, 
the apoſtles and the primitive chriſtians. 

Q. What are the chief parts of divine 
ſervice ? 

A. Adoration of the Supreme Being ; 
prayer to beg a continuation of his blefſings; 
reading and preaching of his word, and the 
celebration of the ſacraments. 

Q. What are the advantages of public 
worſhip ? 

A. It affords us three principal ones. 

Q. What is the firſt? 5 

A. It brings men together to give thanks 


d God in common, for the bleſſings they 


receive of him in common; ſuch as liberty, 
plenty and peace. 

Q What is the ſecond ? 

EO A. Public 
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A. Public worſhip ſerves to inſtruct the 
ignorant, and to remind men of the great 
truths and duties of religion, which we 
ſhould ſoon forget in the tumult of worldly 
affairs, if there were not days, places, and 


miniſters eſtabliſhed to remind us of them. 


Q. What is the third advantage which 
we derive from public worſhip ? 
A. It excites and maintains beneficence 
and love among men. 
Q. How can it do this? 
A. Becauſe they are conſtantly exhorted 


to love and aſſiſt each other, as being all 


the children of the ſame heavenly Father, 


the redeemed of the ſame Saviour, and 


called to enjoy together the ſame happineſs 


for ever and ever. 


Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this ? 


A. It was certainly to encourage his 


diſciples to pay their homage to God in 
common, that Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, © where 
cc two or three are gathered together in my 


cc name, there am I in the midſt of them.“ 


Matt. xviii. 20. And St. Paul likewiſe faith 


to the Hebrews even in a time of perſecu- 
tion, © not forſaking the aſſembling of our- 

c ſelves together as the manner of ſome 
«10. Hed 3-956 SECT, 
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SECT. VI. 


OF THE FIRST TABLE OF THE LAW, 
OR LOVE OF GOD. 


Q. Did not Jeſus Chriſt include in one 
| precept all our duty towards God? 
| A. Yes; he included it all in the follow- 
ing words; © Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy 
« ſoul, and with all thy mind.” Matt. 
xxii. 37. 
Q How can you prove that this precept 
| comprehends all our duty towards God? 
A. When we ſincerely love any one, we 
| eaſily abſtain from whatever diſpleaſes him; 
and, on the contrary, perform with pleaſure 
whatever Can make us more agreeable to 
him. 
Q. Why ought we to love God ? 
A. Becauſe he loves us with the utmoſt 
C tenderneſs, 
Q What proofs have you of this ten- 
| derneſs ? 
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A. The excellent and numerous bleffing 95 


Which we have already received from God ; 


and the ſtill greater happineſs which his 
goodneſs deſigns for us. 

Q. What bleſſings have we already re- 
ceived from God? 

A. Life; and all ies that render it 


ſweet and precious. 


Q. Name the moſt remarkable of theſc f 


bleſſings? 


A. God has filled this 1 with all 


forts of riches, and endowed us with talents 


to apply them to our uſe; in ſo much that 
we make the air, the earth and the ſea tv 
contribute to our wants and our pleaſures. 

Q. Has God only procured ſenſual plea- 
ſures for man? 

A. No; he has ſtill farther given him 
underſtanding to enable him to ſtudy his 
works, and in ſome meaſure to comprehend 
the nature and conſtruction of them; to 
augment by the arts and ſciences his com- 
made and enjoy ments. 

S | 

| A. In ſhort, God has made men capable 

of enjoying the delightful pleaſures of friend- 


ſhip, compaſſion, beneficence and gratitude; 
which 
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which are both the greateſt and moſt attain- 


able of any others. 5 


Q. You have ſaid that God 3 for us 
ſtill greater happineſs chan he has yet be- 
ſtowed; what is it? 


A. The happineſs of a world to come, 
that is to ſay, an eternal exiſtence, which 


will be a conſtant ſucceſſion of pleaſures 
becoming continually more lively and ra- 
viſhing. 


Q. Is it a flight fin to be indifferent to a 


God, who has given us ſo many marks of 
his love? 


A. It is, on the contrary, an enormous 
crime, and the height of ingratitude. 

Q. How ought we to love God ? 

A. Our Saviour tells us to love him 


« with all our hearts, with all our ſouls and 


all our minds.” 


Q. What is the meaning of theſe expreſ- 
ſions? 
A. That God ought to occupy the firſt 
place in our hearts, and that we ought to 
love him with all the ardour of which we 
are capable. 

Q. Why muſt we thus love God + 

A, Becauſe our love ought to be bound- 
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leſs for a being, whole perfections and bene 
ficence are boundleſs. NG 

Q. How do we know when we love God? 

A. By four principal ſigns. 

Q. What is the firſt? 

A. He who loves God, delights in read- 
ing his word, in frequenting his temples 


and ſinging his praiſe. “ 1 was glad,” 


cried David, © when they ſaid unto me, let 
us go into the houſe of the Lord.“ 
Pl. cxxil.-1. | 

Q. What is the ſecond mark of our love 
to God ? 

A. The love of our neighbour; for when 
we love the father, we are intereſted in the 
fate of the children. 

* What does ſcripture ſay of this? a 

If a man ſay, I love God, and 
= his brother, he is a liar.” 1 Johniv. 20. 
Q. What is the third ſign of love for 
God? 

A. A faint and moderate love for the 


things of this world; and to eſteem the 
Benefactor infinitely above his benefits: 


for © if any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him.“ 1 John ii. 15. 
: Q What 
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Q. What is the laſt ſign by which we 


know man's love for God? 


A. Obedience to his holy laws; for no- 
thing gives us pain, if 1t enables us to pleaſe 
thoſe whom we ardently love: © for this is 
« the love of God, that we keep his com- 
© mandments.” 1 John v. 3. 


SECT, Vn. 
OF THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 
Q. What is the fifth commandment ? 


A. «© Honour thy father and thy mo- 
ther,” MC. © 


Q. To whom 1s this commandment 


addreſſed ? 


A. To all children of whatever age or 
rank they may be. 5 

Q. What are the duties included in the 
honour due to fathers and mothers ? 


"ho Reſpect, love, obedience, and aſſiſt- 
ance, 


Q. In what does the reſpect which chil 


dren owe to their parents conſiſt ? 
A, In receiving with docility their in- 
I 3 ſtructions 


1 30 
ſtructions and remonſtrances; in concealing 


and bearing with their failings; and in ſhew- 
ing them, on all occaſions, the utmoſt atten- 


tion and deference. 


Q. Why ought children to reſpect their 
parents? 
A. Becauſe their Fathers and mothers 
are their ſuperiors in point of age, and Know- 
ledge, and by the authority which both 


divine and human laws give them; and, 


beſides, a child honours himſelf by honour- 
ing the authors of his life; and by deſpiſing 


them makes himſelf deſpiſed. 


Q. Does ſcripture offer us any example 


of the reſpect due to fathers and mothers? 


A. Yes; it tells us that though Joſeph 
was firſt miniſter to the king of Egypt, he 


proftrated himſelf to the ground before his 
father. Gen. xIviii. 12. And Solomon ſee- 


ing his mother Bathſheba coming towards 
him, roſe up to meet her and bowed him- 
ſelf before her, aad made her lit at his right 
hand. 1 Kings 1. 19. 
Q. Why ought children to love their 
fathers and mothers ? 
. Becauſe fathers and mothers have a 
great affection for their children; gave them 
'-,- Ke, 
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life, and ſtill farther gave them maintenance 
and education; that is to ſay, the precious 
means of becoming happy in this world, 
and of acquiring the happineſs of heaven. 
Q. How ſhould children ſhew their love 
for their parents ? 
A. By their eagerneſs to render them all 
the ſervices in their power, and even by an- 
ticipating their requeſts. There are many 
attentions which conſidered ſeparately are 
trifling, but which collectively contribute 


extremely to ſweeten life; and are above 


alt of great price in the eyes of parents, who 
receive them from their children. 

Q. What example have we of this filial 
love in ſcripture ? 

A. We have that of Tudah the 85 of 
Jacob, who entreated Joſeph to make him 
his ſlave inſtead of Benjamin, „ that he 
might not ſee his father's affliction.” Gen. 
xy. 16— 34. 


Q. Why ought children to obey their 
parents? 

A. Becauſe 105 are incapable of guiding 
themſelves; and their parents have more 
underſtanding and experience than they 


have, «Children obey your parents in the 


14 e 
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| . | Lord,” ſays St. Paul, < for this is right.” 
th | Eph. vi. 1. 

13, Q. What example have we of this obe- 
126] gence in the goſpel ? 


Wl A. We have that of our Saviour, who was 

| ſubject unto Joſeph and Mary, and was thus 

i" an example to children, until he became an 

| | example to men. Luke ii. 51, 

1948 Q. Ovght children to obey their parents 
on 4 occaſions ? 

it X. If their dust command ide to do 

"my * they ought not to obey them; but ex- 

it ciuſe themſelves reſpectfully, and pay them 

Other duties. 

TH Q. Why ſhould not children obey the 

; 1 | criminal orders of their parents? 


A. For the ſame reaſon that we ought 
wp to diſobey even kings, if they gave ſuch 
orders. The Almighty is our firſt father 


1 and our firſt king; and all men being his 
A ſubjects, none of them can free the others 
{008 from that obedience due to him. But we 
muſt conſider well whether their orders be 
unjuſt before we refuſe to obey them. 
1400 Q. What is the fourth duty which chil- 
7 | | | dren owe their parents? 5 
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A. It is to conſole and aſſiſt them When 
they are old, afflicted with ſickneſs or want. 
Q. Why ſhould children aſſiſt their pa- 


rents? 


A. Firſt, hecauſe they ought to love 
them, and love that conſiſts only in words 
is hypocritical and falſe. Secondly, The 
aſſiſtance which children afford their parents 
is only a juſt return for the care and expence 
beſtowed on them in their youth” 

Q. What does St. Paul ſay of this? 

A. He faith, that « if any provide not 
« for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his 
« own houſe, he hath denied the faith, and is 
* worſe than an infidel.” 1 Tim. v. 8. In 
ſhort, this duty is fo ſimple and fo natural 
that it 1s obſerved among Pagans and even 


| Barbarians. 


Q. What 1s the meaning of that pro- 
miſe joined to the fifth commandment ; 
that thy days may be long in the land 


| which the Lord thy God giveth thee ?” 


A. It means, that if the Jews honoured 


© their fathers and mothers, God would grant 
them a long life in the land of Canaan, 


Q. What does this promiſe teach us? 
A. That the obſervance of this duty is 
14 perfectly 
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perfectly agreeable to God, ſince there was 
a particular bleſſing joined to it. 


il Q. What are the reciprocal duties of 
it | parents towards their children ? 

I | A. Their duties are to love them, to 
1138 maintain them, and give them the means of 
wh getting an honeſt livelihood; to inſtru& 
138 


them in religion; to form them to virtue; to 
give them good examples, and to pray for 
them. Te fathers,” ſaith St. Paul, “pro- 
cc voke not your children to wrath, but bring 


ce them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.“ Eph. vi. 4 


| ———— — 
Wi SECT, viii. 
by | OF THE DUTIES OF MEN TOWARDS EACH 
10 OTHER IN THEIR DIFFERENT STATIONS. 
f ö | 5 Q. Who ought we to honour beſides 
| our fathers and mothers? 
1 A. We ſhould honour our ſuperiors; 


fuch as our princes, our magiſtrates, and 
our paſtors and maſters. | : 
2 What are our duties towards our 
priaces and magiſtrates ? 


A, We 


CH 
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A. We ovght to pay them taxes, and 
obey them in every thing that is juſt and 
lawful. 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this ? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt tells us to © render unto 
Cæſar the things that are Czfar's.” Matt. 
xxli. 21. And St. Paul faith, “Let every 
te ſoul be ſubject unto the higher powers; 
ce for there is no power but of God.” 
Rom. xiii. 1. 

Q. What are the duties of the chief men 
in ſtates ? 

A. They ought to reſpect the privileges 


of the people committed to their care, and 
do all in their power to make them good - 


and happy; being “ the miniſters of God 
for their good. ” Rom. xili. 4. 

Q. What is the duty of chriſtians to their 
miniſters ? 


A. Chriſtians ſhould love and reſpect 
their miniſters ; improve by their inſtruc- 


tions, and provide for their neceſſities ; 


« obey them that have the rule over you,” 
iaith St. Paul, « and ſubmit yourſelves; 


« for they watch for your ſouls, as they that 


© muſt give account.” Heb. xiii. 17. 


Q What 1 is the duty of mann 7. 


11 A. They 
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A. T hey ſhould © feed the flock of God, 
ce not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, 
ce neither as being lords over God's heri- 
« tage, but being enſamples to the flock.” 
© Pet. u. 2, J. 

Q. What are the reciprocal duties of 
huſbands and wives ? 

A. Huſbands and wives ought to love 
each other, and bear with each other's faults; 
to be faithful to one another, and labour 
with all their might to make each other 
happy in this world, and to become worthy 
of the happineſs of a world to come. 

Q. How does St. Paul expreſs the du- 
ties of married people? 

A. « Huſbands love your wives, even 
« as Chriſt alſo loved the church: wives 
« ſubmit yourſelves unto your own hul- 
ce bands as unto the Lord.” Eph. v. 22, 
and 25.“ 5 


* The catechiſt may here obſerve, that if, accord- 
ing to the ſcriptures, the man is the chief of the woman, 
he ought not to be her tyrant ; that Eve was created, 
pot to be the ſlave of Adam, but an help reſembling 
him ; ſo that man ought to ſhew himſelf worthy of the 
rank he holds, by his equity. As the woman ought to 
{trive by hef gentleneſs and complacency to make her 

_ huſband what he ought to be to her. . 
Q. What 


1 
Q. What is the duty of ſervants towards 
their maſters ? 


A. They ſhould reſpect them, be faith- 


ful to them, and obey them with zeal in 
every thing that is juſt and reaſonable : 
c Let ſervants be obedient to their maſters, 
e and to pleaſe them well in all things; not 
« anſwering again, not purloining, but 
c ſhewing all good fidelity.“ Tit. ii. 9, 10. 

Q. Have not maſters alſo duties to ful- 
fl with regard to their ſervants ? 


A. Undoubtedly ; they ought to main- 


tain them, and give them what wages they 
promiſed them, and not impole exceſſive 
taſks on them; to avoid imperious and of- 
fenſive expreſſions, and take care of their 
ſalvation.“ 

Q. What does ſcripture ay of the 1 Joy 
of maſters towards ſervants? 


* The catechiſt will obſerve upon this, that nothing 
is ſo delightful as to be beloved by all around us; and 
that the love with which we inſpire ſervants by kind 
behaviour, is, in a thouſand ways, uſeful to maſters 


themſelves, and has faved the lives of many ; that even 


many Pagans have felt the juſtice of theſe duties, and 


it is a ſaying of one of their wiſe men, that «© we ought 


to conſider ſervants as unfortunate friends.” 


A. Maſters 


* F . — ner — 


* 
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A, © Maſters give unto your ſervants 
et that which is juſt and equal, knowing 
« that ye alſo have a maſter in heaven.“ 
Col. iv. 1 

Q. What is the great rule that ſnould 
always be preſent in our minds, in order to 
fulfil our duties to our ſuperiors, our equals 
and inferiors? _ 

A. The excellent rule which Jeſus Chriſt 
has given us: “ As ye would that men 
te ſhould do to you, do ye alſo to them like- 


« wiſe.” Luke vi. 31. 
Q. What did Jeſus Chriſt mean by this? 


A. That we ought on all occaſions to 


behave to our fellow- creatures, as we would 
wiſh them to behave to us, if they were in 
our place and we in theirs. 


OF THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 


QQ. What is the ſixth commandment ? 
A. Thou ſhalt do no murder?“ 
Q. Is it a great crime to take away a 
perſon's life? 
A. It 
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A. It is one of the greateſt crimes we 
can commit; becauſe life is the firſt of tem- 


poral bleſſings; and by depriving our 


neighbour of it we may take from him the 
means of ſalvation; rob the ſtate of a mem- 
ber; and plunge a family into mourning 
and diſtreſs. 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this? 

A. That „ whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, 
by man ſhall his blood be ſhed.” Gen. ix. 6. 

Q. Are all thoſe who kill, murderers ? 

A. No; there are three ways in which 
we may take away our neighbour's life with- 
out a crime. 
condly, in a juſt and neceſſary defence; and 
laſtly, in the puniſhment ordered by the 
judges, or by God himſelf. 
we accule thoſe of murder, who inadvertently 
cauſe the death of any perſon. 


to induce the ' Jews to take every poſſible 
precaution not to kill, even inadvertently, 
he condemned involuntary homicides to 


quit their country and live in a city of 


refuge till the death of the high prieſt. 


Q. May we not, in * misfortunes, 


put an end to our own lives? 


Fuſt, In a lawful war; ſe-_ 
Neither ſhould 


The life of 
man 1s fo precious in the eyes of God, that 


A, No; 


— —————— —-— [PEE — 2 
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A. No; this would be to fail very much 
in the ſubmiſſion and confidence which we 
owe to the Supreme Being, he knows better 
than we do what is fitteſt for us, and has a 
thouſand ways to ſoften and remove all our 


afflictions, even when we think we have no 
reſource, and the longer and the more pain- 


ful our trials are, the more magnificently 


will he reward our patience in ſupporting 
them. 

Q. What ought we to think of duels ? 

A. That they entirely overthrow both 
the laws of humanity and reaſon. 

Q. How do they overthrow theſe laws ? 

A. Becauſe the laws forbid men to judge 
themſelves, and the duelliſt in contempt of 
theſe, is at once judge and executioner.“ 
QA. Haw are duels contrary to humanity ? 

A. Becauſe humanity obliges us to be 


. indulgent to other men, who are fallible as 


* Men's ſelf. love exaggerates greatly in their eyes 
the affronts they receive from their neighbours, and 
they would often take ample revenge if they had the 


liberty of doing it; it was therefore wiſe to deprive 
them of it and make them fubmit their quarrels to 


judges, who are ſtrangers as well to the offended as the 
offender, and conſequently more capable of Judging 
equitably between them. 


el 
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well as ourſelves; and the duelliſt, far from 
being indulgent, is not even juſt, and does 
not proportion the chaſtiſement to the 
offence. 


Q. What are the offences that generally 
caule duels? _ 


A. Perhaps giving the lie, or a box on 


the ear; which, however Tan yet does 
not merit death. 
Q. How are duels contrary to reaſon ? 
A. Becauſe it is contrary to all reaſon 


that an offended man ſhould expoſe himſelf. 


to periſh by the hand of the offender, and 
at the ſame time run the riſk of depriving 
his family of its chief help and ſupport.* 

Q. But ſhould not honour be dearer to 
us than life ? 


A. Undoubtedly, but true honour does 


not conſiſt in being implacable and abſurd, 


or in rebelling againſt the magiſtrates ; but 


»The goſpel does not forbid us to demand, in the 
courts of juſtice, reparation for great offences; on 
the contrary it declares that the prince beareth 
not the ſword in vain; for he is the miniſter of God, 
a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth 
** evil,” Rom. xiii, 4. 


in 
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in reſpecting the laws, reaſon and human 
blood.“ 

Q. What muſt we do to avoid murder! ? 

A. We muſt guard ourſelves ftrongly 
againſt pride and paſſion, which deprive us 
of reaſon, aggravate greatly the offence we 
receive, and may catry us to the greateſt 
exceſſes. 

Q. What does ſcripture preſcribe to us 
concerning this? 

A. „Let all men,“ ſaith St. James, “ be 
ce flow to ſpeak and ſlow to wrath ; for the 
« wrath of man worketh not the righteouſ- 
ce neſs of God.” James i. 19, 20. St. Paul 
ſaith alſo to the Epheſians, © Be ye angry 
te and fin not; let not the fun go down upon 
« your wrath.” Eph. iv. 26. 


' Q. What mean theſe words of St. Paul? 


* Our happineſs depends on our own conduct and 
not on what others ſay of us: an upright, ſober, and 
charitable man will remain ſuch notwithſtanding all the 
evil a calummator may ſay of him; as a white man will 
remain white though called a negro: a man guilty of 
criminal actions does not annihilate any by fighting a 
duel; he only proves by it, that he has the courage 
to expoſe his life.; and that he has not the courage, 
infinitely more noble and uncommon, to own his faults 


and repair them. 


[ 163 
A. They mean, that if there ſhould ariſe 
in us emotions of anger (which we cannot 
always prevent) we ought to ſuppreſs them, 
and, above all, guard ourſelves againſt the 
violent actions to which they prompt us. 


SEC T. X. 
OF THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT. 


Q. What is the ſeventh commandment? 

A. „Thou ſhalt not commit adultery.” 

Q. What does God forbid in this com- 
mandment ? 3 

A. God forbids in this, adultery, fornica- 
tion, and every thing that is Oy: to 
gurity and chaſtity. | 

Q. What crime is there in adultery or 
impurity? 

A. Impurity 1 is contrary to modeſty 35 
natural virtue, and almoſt always ruins the 
happineſs of thoſe who give themſelves 
* to it.? 


3 thing 3 1s not bad becauſe God has forbidden i it; 
but God has forbidden it becauſe 1 it is bad. 
Q. How 


: = =: 


L 164 ] 


Q. How is impurity fatal to the happi- 
neſs of mankind ? 

A. Becauſe it generally ruins their health 
and fortunes, and even brings many to their 
graves. | 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of it? 

A. Solomon faith, that © the love of a bad 
* woman brings many a man to a piece of 
ce bread;” and he com pares him „ that goes 
<« after her to an ox going to the ſlaugh- 
« ter, or a fool going to the correction of 
« the ſtocks. Prov. vi. 26. vii. 22. 

Q. How is impurity fatal to the female 
lex ? 

A. By loading them with a b 
which imbitters their whole lives, and fre- 
quently leads them to miſery and deſpair. 

Q. Prove the crime of adultery? 

A. Adultery is one of the greateſt crimes 
we can commit; becauſe it is a violation of 
the moſt ſolemn oath, and brings with it an 
infinite number of other evils; ſuch as the 


bad education of children, hypocriſy, falſe- 
hoods, diſcord, and ſametimes even re- 


venge and rage.* Q. What 
An immodeſt woman has loſt the right of ſpeak- 
ing of virtue before children; and the paſſion oi 
Potiphar' 3 
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Q. What does the New Teſtament ſay 
of fornicators and adulterers ? 

A. They are claſſed with the greateſt 
ſinners; and St. Paul ſays, that « our bo- 
dies are the temples of God, and that 
God will deſtroy thoſe who defile them ;” 
and that © neither fornicators nor adulterers 
ſhall inherit his kingdom.” 1 Cor. 111. 16, 
17. and vi. 9. 

2 What is the virtue oppoſed to im- 
purity ? 

A. Chaſtity. 

Q. What are the means of preſerving it? 

A. To think often that we are continu- 
ally in the ſight of God, to lead a ſober and 
induſtrious life ; and to avoid every thing 
that ſerves to inflame the paſſions ; ſuch 
as the reading of romances and 1 and 
frequenting the theatres.“ 


Q. What harm is there in indelicate con- 
verſations ? | 


Potiphar” s wife for Joſeph was the cauſe of his being 
impriſoned for ſeveral years, as that or Herod for 
Herodias cauſed the death of John the Baptiſt, 


* 'There are both decent romances and plays ; but 


theſe are ſo few, chat it is infinitely better to read none 
than to read too many. 


A. They 
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A. They make us familiar with vice by 


deſtroying the horror with which it naturally 


inſpires innocent minds; and the Almighty 
did not beſtow on us the noble gift of ſpeech 
to enable us to talk obſcenely, but to praiſe 
his immortal perfections, and to inſtruct or 
conſole our fellow-creatures. 


Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this? 
A. Let no corrupt communication 


proceed out of your mouth.” Eph. iv. 29. 


Q. From what faults in particular ſhould 
the female ſex guard themſelves to e 
their purity ? 

A. From the love of a and a diſſi- 


pated life.“ 


— * 


SECT. XI. 
OF THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 


Q. What is the eighth commandment : d 
A. Thou ſhalt not ſteal ? 
Q. What does God forbid in this ? 


True beauty is the beauty of the ſoul, becauſe 
it is neither afraid of age nor ſickneſs; and far from 


depoſiting it Hf the grave, we carry it with us into 


eternity. 


A. He 


1 

A. He forbids us to take the goods of 

others by any means whatever. 

Q. Prove the crime of theft or robbery. 

A. Robbery 1s very criminal ; firſt, be- 
cauſe it is very unjuſt to do to others what 
we would not like them to do to us; ſe- 
condly, men being brothers ought to aſſiſt 
and not plunder each other ; laſtly, theft 
tends to the ruin of ſociety, by making men 
averſe to labour, by which it is entiched. 

Q. How does robbery make men averſe 
to labour ? 

A. Becauſe no man would work, if he did 
not expect to enjoy the fruits of his labour ; 
and if robbery were become common, this 
hope would be deſtroyed. 

Q. What then ought the poor to do ? 

A. They ought to endeavour to procure 
neceſſaries by honeſt induſtry ; and if they 


cannot, they ought to implore the aſſiſtance of 


their neighbours. Let him that ſtole,” 
_ faith St. Paul, « ſteal no more: but rather let 


« him labour, working with his hands the 
” thing which is good, that he may have to 


« give to him that needeth.” Eph. iv. 28. 


Q. How many ways ate there of taking 


our Weider s goods. 


A. We 
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A. We may take them by force or by 
Art. 
Q. Who are thoſe who take them by 


force ? 
A. Not only thoſe, who are calledechieves 


or robbers, but thoſe alſo who make a bad 


uſe of their power or credit to ſtrip their 
weak neighbours. 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this ? 

A. © Rob not the poor, becauſe he is 
ce poor, neither oppreſs the afflicted in the 
« gate.“ For the Lord will plead their 
« cauſe, and ſpoil the ſoul of thoſe that: 
ec - pgs them.” Prov. xxii. 22, 23. 

Who are they who take their neigu- 


bours goods by art? 
A. T hoſe who by fraudulent and ſecret 


means make an uruſt profit, at their neigh- 
bour's expence, in buying and ſelling, and 


not fulfilling their engagements, 


. How are men guilty of robbery in 


buying? 


A. When they do not pay the p.'ce 


agreed on, or on the appointed time; when 


they leſſen the known value of a thing, or Ot 


*The Jews held their courts of juſtice at the gates . 


take 
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take advantage of the ſeller's miſery to buy 
it at a low price, 

Q. When are men guilty of e in 
ſelling ? 

A. When they ſell one thing for another; 
or at an exorbitant price. When they cheat 
in weight, meaſure, or any other way.*. 

Q. In what way do tradeſmen and ſer- 
vants become guilty of theft? 

A. In not working or ſerving with good 
will, by not fulfilling their engagements, 


and by taking or keeping what does not 


belong to them. 

Q. What is the duty of thoſe who have 
injured their neighbours ? 

A. They could haſten to repair the in- 
jury as far as it is in their power, by reſto- 


ring all they have taken; without which 


their fin will not be forgiven them. f 


The catechiſt may here mention thoſe wretches, 
who ſteal money which is conſecrated to pious or 
charitable purpoſes, and thoſe monopolizers of pro- 
viſions who ſtarve the people to fill their purſes. 


+ The catechiſt may add, that if the injured perſon 


is dead, the value of the theft ſhould be reſtored to his 


heirs; and if they cannot be found, it ſhould be given 


to the poor; ſo that it may, at any rate, get out of the 


hands of thoſe who took it. 


K Q. Why 
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Q. Why cannot thoſe wha refuſe to re- 
ſtore, what they. have taken, be pardoned ? 

A. Becauſe ſuch a refuſal proves that they 
do not ſincerely repent of their crime.“ | 
Q. What difference is there between 
juſtice and equity ? 

A. Juſtice conſiſts in giving every man 
what is his due, or in letting him enjoy it: 
equity goes farther, and often obliges us to 
give up what belongs to ourſelves. 

Q. Is equity a duty? 

A. Yes; in caſes where we can give up 
our own right without injuring ourſelves 
much, humanity and religion frequently 
oblige us to it. 


U 


# The catechiſt will obſerve, that when we truly 
repent of a crime, we ſtrive, as much as poſſible, to 
annihilate it, and uſe our utmoſt endeavours to replace 
things in the ſame ſtate they were in before we became 
culpable ; but to pretend to be ſorry and {till to keep 
the fruits of our crime, is a dreadful piece of hypocriſy. 


SECT. 
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SECT. XII. 1 

OF THE NINTH COMMANDMENT. | | 

Ein 1 

Q. What is the ninth commandment ? | 
A. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs li 
againſt thy neighbour, | 
Q. What is bearing falſe witneſs againſt Wi 
our neighbours * ? 1 
A. It is to accuſe him before judges of I 
having done or ſaid _ of which he is 0 
not guilty. 5 Ci 
Q. Is falſe witneſs a great crime ? nf 
A, Falſe witneſs, as well as murder,” 13 
adultery, and theft, is one of the greateſt we | 
can commit ; ſince by it we become guilty | 1 
of perjury and expoſe our neighbours to | Fl 
the loſs of their honour, their fortunes and 15 

their lives. 
4 Do we not ſometimes bear a kind of | 


falſe witneſs in common converſation ? 


A. Yes; and this falle witneſs i is called 
calumny. . 


K 2 Q. In 
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Q. In what does calumny conſitt ? 

A. It conſiſts in ſaying things againſt our 
neighbours, which we know to be entirely 
or partly falſe. 

Q. Prove that calumny is a crime? 

A. Calumny i is very criminal; firſt, be- 
cauſe it is falſe; and ſecondly, becauſe it 
robs our neighbour of his reputation,* 

Q. Why is it fo difficult to repair a 
calumny ? 

A. Becauſe reports ſpread very rapidly, 
and were we even to contradict them, we 
could not undeceive all thoſe, who had | 
heard them, becauſe they are, perhaps, no | 
longer within our rcach. 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of calumny ? 

A. It mentions it among the ſeven things 
which are an abomination to the Lord. 5 
Prov. vi. 19. 7 

Q But if the evil we of c our neigh: 


A 


1 The catechiſt may here pores. that the falſe 
witneſs expoſes thoſe whom he attacks to a quicker 
ruin, than the calumniator; but he is at leaſt a know 
enemy, and we may defend ourſelves againſt him Fan 
whereas the calumniator is a hidden enemy, who, lik 
a cowardly aſſaſſin, ſtrikes in the dark, and when ou 


backs are turned. ® 
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bour be true, is there any crime in men- 
tioning it? 

A. Undoubtedly ; for by that we fall 
into ſcandal. 

Q. What is ſcandal ! ? 

A. It is the diſcovering, without any ne- 
ceſſity, the evil we know of our neighbour. 

Q. Prove that ſcandal is a crime ? 


trary to Juſtice and charity. 
Q. How is it contrary to juſtice ? ? 

A. Becauſe juſtice obliges us to treat 
others as we ourſelves would wiſh to be 
treated ; and the evil ſpeaker, on the con- 
trary, expoſes the foibles of his neighbours, 

| though he would be very forry to have his 
© own made public. | 

Q. How is ſcandal contrary to charity ? 

A, Becauſe when we love our neigh- 
bours, far from divulging their faults, we 
ſtrive to hide them even from ourſelves. 

2 W hat are the ſources of evil ſpeaking? 
; The principal ſources of evil ſpeak- 
{7 ke) are, . hatred, revenge and pride.“ 


Q. Does 


* The bs may add three more; firſt, idleneſs, 
which drives people from home to tell from houſe to 


A. Scandal is a crime becauſe it is con- 


K 3 ; houſe 
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Does not ſcripture condemn evil 
j peaking ? 
r James ſaith, © ſpeak not 
evil one of another.” James iv. 11. And 
St. Paul declares, that © revilers ſhall not 
inherit the kingdom of heaven.” 1 Cor. 
vi. 10. F 
Q. Do we fin in words, by falſe witneſs, | 
evil ſpeaking and ſlandering only ? 
A. We ſin alſo in words, by lying, raſh 
judgments, and flattery. 
Q. What is lying ? 
A. It is telling as a truth what we know 
to be falſe; or as falſe, what we know to be 
true. 
Q. What harm is there in lying ? 
A. In the firſt place the liar employs the 
talent of ſpeech in deceiving men, when it 
was given us mutually to inſtruct each other. 


houſe all they know or ſufpe& : ſecondly, ignorance, 

which putting it out of their power to amuſe themſelves 

with uſeful things, reduces them to the neceflity of ll 
ſpeaking of every body: and thirdly, loquacity, which 
makes them talk at random, without thinking of what | 
they ſay ; ſo that to guard ourſelves from evil ſpeaking 

it is neceſſary to be employed, to be well informed, 
and to reflect before we ſpeak. 


Secondly, 


7 
Secondly, he baniſhes confidence from ſo- 
ciety 3 ; in ſhort, he who lies when young, 


is in great danger of becoming, in a more 
advanced age, both a calumniator and a falſe 


_ witneſs. 

Q. What 1s the virtue ppm to falſe- 
hood ? 

A. It is ſincerity, or honeſty. “ Where- 
fore putting away lying, ſpeak every man 
ce truth with his neighbour,” faith St, Paul, 
Ep, , . 

Q. What is raſh judgriene ? 

A, It is to condemn others without hav- 
ing well examined whether they have done 
the evil of which we accuſe them. 

Q. Why ſhould we not judge in this 
manner? 

A. Becauſe appearances are often deceit- 
ful, and reports falſe. 1 

* What does Jeſus Chriſt ſay in this ? 


A. © Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
« For with what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall 


ce be judged : and with what meaſure ye 


© mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again.) 
Matt. vii. 1, 2. 


Q. What is flattery ? * 
A. It is Praiſing a perſon for virtues 


K 4 Which 
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which we know he has not; or exculpating 
him from vices which he has. 

Q. What harm is there in flattery ? 
A. It feeds the pride of men, and pre- 
vents their growing better, and it is almoſt 


always a mean intereſt that induces people 
to lie in this way. 


SECT. XIII. 
OF THE TENTH COMMANDMENT. 


Q What is the tenth commandment ? 

A. © Thou ſhalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour's houſe,” & c. 

Q. What harm is there in wiſhing for 
our neighbour's goods? 

A. In the firſt place, to be a good man, 
it is not ſufficient to do no evil, it muſt not 
even be thought of; and ſecondly, covet- 
ouſneſs is contrary to juſtice and charity, 
and to the gratitude which we owe the 
Almighty for his bleſſings. 

How 1s covetouſneſs contrary to 


juſtice ? e 


A. Becauſe 
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A. Becauſe it generally induces us to 
make uſe of unfair means to obtain what we 
deſire: thus king Ahab cauſed Naboth to 
be ſtoned as a blaſphemer, that he might 
ſeize his vineyard. 1 Kings xxl. 1— 16.“ 
Q. What does the apoſtle St. James ſay 
e 


A. St. James faith, that © every man is 
c tempted when he is drawn away of his 
© own luſt and enticed : then when luſt hath 


© conceived, it bringeth forth ſin,” James 
i. 14, 15. . ; 

Q. How 1s covetouſneſs contrary to 
charity ? . 

A. Becauſe charity enables us to behold 
with pleaſure the happineſs of other people; 
and baniſhes cruel envy from our hearts: 
« Charity,” faith St. Paul, “ envieth not ;” 
and he tells us to “ rejoice with them that 
do rejoice, and. weep with them weep.” 


1 Cor, xiii. 4. Rom. xii. 15. 


'* The catechiſt may relate the particulars of this in- 


ſtructive eyent; where the unhappy prince accumu- 
lated the moſt odious crimes to obtain his ends: ſubor- 
dination, falſe witneſs and murder. Nothing can bet- 
ter ſhew how much we ought to guard againſt covet- 


ouſneſs. 
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Q. But is it criminal to wiſh for another 
perſon's property, when we propoſe to our- 
ſelves to make a * ule of it than he 


does? 


A. Yes; for it is en to ima- 
gine that we ſhould be more able to with- 
ſtand the ſubtle poiſon of opulence and 
grandeur, than other men. The humble 
man always miſtruſts himſelf, and thanks 
God for the things he withholds from him, 
as well as for the things he gives him. 

Q. How is covetouſneſs contrary to the 


_ gratitude which all men owe to God? 


A. Becauſe all men, having received from 


God the moſt valuable bleſſings, ſuch as 


life and reaſon, and the promiſe of eternal 
happineſs in heaven, cannot, without 1n- 
gratitude, be inſenſible of his tender love 
for them. 


Q. What 1s the great cauſe of covet- 
ouſneſs? 

A. The exceſſive value we have for the 
things of this world. 


Q. What is the opinion of a chriſtian 
with reſpect to theſe ? 


A. A chriſtian attaches himſelf but 
fAightly to a world in which he is not ſure 
of 


179 ] 
of remaining one hour; and eaſily recon- 
ciles himſelf to live poor and obſcure in it; 
becauſe he knows that the more painful 
and ſecret his virtues have been, the more 
magnificent will be his reward. 

2 1 52 does St. Paul ſay of this? 
5 A. «Ye are dead, ſaid he to the Coloſ- 
; fans, © and your life is hid with Chriſt in 


“God. But when Chriſt, who is your life, | 
« ſhall appear, then ſhall ye allo ee by 
« wh him in ory. Col. iii. 3. 4 . 


— — 
, — 


SECT. XIV. 
or THE SUMMARY OF THE SECOND 


TABLE OF THE LAW; OR OF THE 
LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOUR. 


Q. What is the ſummary of the ſecond 
table of the law? 

A. „ Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour ; as 
thyſelf.” Matt. XXIl. 39.0 


* The catechiſt will obſerve, that all our duties are 
in effect contained in this leſſon ; fince far from killing, 

_ robbing or calumniating thoſe whom we love, we do 
them all the good 1 in our power. 
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Q. Who is our neighbour ? 

A. The Jews gave this name to thoſe 
only of their own nation; but Jeſus Chriſt 
has taught us, by the parable of the Sama- 
ritan, that we ought to love and ſerve all 


men as our neighbours. Luke x. 37.* 


Q. Can we love our neighbour as well 


as ourſelves ? 
A. We ought to ſtrive e to ar- 


rive at this degree of perfection, and at leaſt 
love our neighbour as ſincerely as ourſelves. 
Q. Ovght we to love all men equally? 

A. No; becauſe they are not all equally 


amiable; and we are not under the ſame 


obligations to all: © Do good to all- men,“ 
ſaith St. Paul, « eſpecially unto them who 
are of the houſehold of faith.” Gal. vi. 10. 
Q. What do theſe words teach us? 
A. That we ſhould prefer the good to 
the wicked, and chriſtians to infidels, 


The catechiſt may relate this parable, and con- 
clude from it, that if we muſt imitate the Samaritan, 


who relieved a man of a different religion from his own, 


and of a nation who were the enemies of his, it is clear 


that we ought to love and aſſiſt all men without ex- 
Senn. 
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Q. Do we not owe a particular love to 

ſome perſons ? 

A. Yes; we ought to love our relations, 

our friends, our diſciples and countrymen 

= more than thoſe to whom we have not theſe 

relations, | 

7 Q. What particular ſentiments do we 
owe our countrymen ? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt in weeping over the ap- 
proaching misfortunes of Jeruſalem, at the 
time when he foretold that it would ſoon 
ſhed his blood upon the croſs, taught us 
that we owe to our country a lively and ten- 
der love, which not even its wickedneſs 
ſhould deſtroy; and which ſhould make us 
ever ready to promote its welfare at the 
expence of our fortunes and our lives. Luke 
xix. 41. 

Q. ls it pollible to love our enemies? 

A. Yes, we may, and ought to love them 
as the children of God and our brethren. 
Love your enemies,” faith our Saviour, 

“e bleſs them that curſe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them 
© who deſpitefully uſe you and periecuts 
«you, Matt. v. 44. 
VE" What does this love oblige us to do? 


A. Ihe 
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A. The love of our enemies does not 
oblige us to grant them our confidence; 
but makes us earneſtly wiſh for the return of 
their affection, and ſtrive to haſten it by do- 
ing them all the good we can. 

Q. What do you call the univerſal bene- 
volence of the chriſtian towards his fellow- 
creatures ? 

A. It is called charity. 

Q. Should this charity only produce 
empty ſentiments and friendly expreſſions ? 

A. No; it ought above all to manifeſt it- 
{elf by beneficent works: © Let us not love 
cc ja word, neither in tongue, but indeed 
« and in truth.” 1 John iii. 18.* 

Q. What good ought we to do to our 
neighbour ? 

A. We ought to do him all the good 


we can, for his body as well as his ſoul, and 


for this life as well as for that to come. 


Q. What good ought we to do for his 


body and for this Life? J 
A. We ovens oc to allilt him when he 1 is in 
Want. 

* The catechiſt may here ſhew how much ſuperior 
chriſtian charity is to that politeneſs, the honied lan- 
guage of which is often nothing more than hypocriſy. 


Does 
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Q. Does not the fulfilling of this duty 
afford great pleaſure ? 
A. Yes; God has formed us in ſuch a 
manner, that we ſuffer when we ſee others 
ſuffer, and find comfort in relieving them. 


Q. What other reward has beneficence 
here below ? 


A. It makes the unfortunate bleſs and 


love us; a pleaſure far ſuperior to that of 


dazzling them with ſhew and oftentation.. 

Q. Is not the beneficent man very uſeful 
to ſociety ? 

A. He is certainly the ſupport and orna- 
ment of it; ſince by aſſiſting the poor and 
enabling orphans to get an honeſt livelihood, 
he preſerves and makes them uſeful to the 
ſtate ; when, without his help, they might 
perhaps have periſhed with miſery, or fallen 
into wickedneſs and deſpair. 

Q. How does RATIO mention benefi- 
cence ? 

A. As a virtue of the higheſt i importance, 
and there is none which it fo often recom- 
mends. 

Q. What does the Old Teſtament ſay 
of it? 

A, « If thy brother be waxen poor, and 
cc fallen 


| 1 184 ] 
« fallen in decay with thee, then thou ſhalt 
cc relieve him: yea, though he be a ſtranger, 


ce or a ſojourner, that he may live with 


&« thee.” Lev. xxv. 35. And Solomon faith, 
ce he that hath pity upon the poor lendeth to 
« the Lord; and that which he hath given 
ce will he pay him again.” Prov. xix. 17. 
Q. What do we find on this ſubject in 
the New Teſtament? 

A. To do good and to communicate 
« forget not,” ſaith St. Paul, “for with ſuch 
« ſacrifices God is well pleaſed.” Heb. xiii. 
16. And Jeſus Chriſt declares that he will 
reward as done to himſelf all the good done 
to the indigent; and will puniſh, on the con- 
trary, all thoſe who have not affiſted the 
Poor, as if they had refuſed to ſuccour him. 
Matt. xxv. 31—46. 

Q. How ought we to exerciſe benefi- 
cence? „„ 
A. With goodneſs, with willingneſs, and 
as liberally as our circumſtances will admit 
of: „ God loveth a cheerful giver,” ſaith 
St. Paul. And he exhorts the © rich to be 
cc rich in good works, and ready to dil- 
ce tribute,” 2 Cor. ix. 7. 1 Tim. vi. 18. 
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SECT. XV. 


OF 'THE SUMMARY OF THE SECOND TABLE 


OF THE LAW, OR OF THE LOVE OF OUR 
NEAGHBDURS. 
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Q. Cannot we give proofs of our love 
for our neighbour in any other way than 
by relieving his bodily wants ? 
A. We may allo prove it by I to 
conduct him to eternal happineſs ? 

Q. How can we contribute to his ob- 
taining eternal happineſs ? 

A. Chiefly by three ways; by inſtruc- 
tion, by brotherly correction, and by a good 
example. 

Q. What do you mean by inſtruction ? 2 

A. I mean that every perſon ought, ac- 
cording to his knowledge, to inſtruct his 

equals, his friends and inferiors in all their 
duties, and exhort them to obſerve them: 
Let us conſider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works.“ Heb. x. 24. 
Q. What 
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Q. What do you mean by brotherly cor- 


rection? 


A. I mean that we ought to tell our 
neighbour of his faults and fins, and exhort 
him to mend. 

Q. Why is this correction neceſſary ? ? 

A. Becauſe ſeIf-love and ignorance fre- 
quently make us blind to our imperfections 
and faults, and we muſt know them before 


we can get the better of them. 
Q. What does the ſcripture ſay to en- 


courage us to the practice of this duty? 


A. © That he which converteth a ſinner 
ce from the error of his way, ſhall fave a 


* ſoul from death, and ſhall hide a multi- 
ce tude of ſins.” James v. 20. 
Q. How ſhould we correct our neigh- 


bours? 


A. With gentleneſs and 3 and in 


ſuch a manner as to ſhew that we feel our- 
ſelves far from being perfect. 


Q. What does St. Paul ſay on this head? 


A. © Rebuke not an elder, but entreat 


ce him as a father, and the young men as 


« brethren ; the elder women as mothers, 


the younger as ſiſters.” 1 Tim. v. 1, 2. 


Q_ What 
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Q. What other means ſhould we em- 


ploy to lead men to piety ? 


A. Chiefly a good example, without 


which our leſſons will be uſeleſs: “Let 


« your light ſo ſhine before men,” ſaith our 
Saviour, © that they may ſee your good 
« works, and glorify your Father which is 


cc jn heaven,” Matt. v. 16. 


Q. What is offence ? 
A. We offend our neighbour when we 


ſay or do things which make him fall into 
fin, or have a bad opinion of us.“ 


2 Does not offence greatly aggravate 
ſin ? 

A. Tes; becauſe; it emboldens men to 
do evil, and may by this means ruin their 
innocence and their ſalvation. 

Q. What 


" "To catechiſt may here obſerve, that ſwearing, 
injuries, oftentations, and all fins that are committed in 
the ſight or knowledge of our neighbour, are offences. 


+ The catechiſt will obſerve three things on this : : 
firſt, that men a& more by imitation than reaſon, and 
rather do what they ſee others do, than examine whe- 
Secondly, That the firſt 
Rep in the path of fin being always the moſt difficult, 
he who aſſiſts us in getting over it, endangers our vir- 
tue 
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Q. What does Jeſus Chriſt lay of of- 
fence ? 

A. Whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe 
© little ones,” ſaith he “ which believe in 
« me, it were better for him that a mill- 
« ſtone were hanged about his neck, and 
ce that he were drowned in the ſea, Wo to 
« that man by whom offence cometh.” 
i, 

Q. To what elſe does the love of our 
neighbour oblige us? _ 

A. To do every thing in our power to 
live in peace with him; and to re-eſtabliſh 
it among thoſe who are at variance. 


Q. What do we find on this ſubject in 


ſcripture ? 

A. 1 it ;be poſſible, as much as lieth 
in you, live peaceably with all men.” Rom. 
X11. 18, © Bleſſed are the peace makers; 
cc for they ſhall be called the children of 


God.“ Matt. v. 9. 


Q. Which is the way to live in peace with 


tue for the reſt of our life. Thirdly, That thoſe whom 
we have corrupted by our bad example may have 
1mitators too in their turn. So that it is impoſſible to 
ſay where the conſequences of an offence may end. 


A. There 
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A. There are two principal ways. 

Q. What is the firſt ? 

A. It is to oblige our brethren on all 
occaſions, and to avoid offending them, or 
at leaſt to own our offences and repair 
hn... 

Q. What is the ſecond ? 

A. To bear with their failings, and for- 
give their errors, as WE with God to forgive 
us. 

Q. How can we re-eſtabliſh | on 
among men ? 

A. "By exculing as much as we can the 
injuries they have done each other, and re- 
minding them how much we all ſtand in 
need of indulgence, by ſetting forth the in- 
eſtimable advantages of peace, and the fatal 
effects of diſcord in time and eternity, 


| 


SECT. XI. 
'OF LABOUR AND PATIENCE. 


Q. You have ſpoken of our duties to- 


wards God and men, have we no other to 


fulfil? 
A. Ves; 


9 
A. Ves; we have yet ſeveral others to 


fulfil, which are called duties towards our- 
ſelves.* 


Q. What are our wen towards our- 
ſelves ? 


A. The principal are khow, FRO, 


temperance and prayer. 
Q. Does ſcripture impoſe labour on us 


as a duty ? 
A. Yes; God told Adam that“ i ſhould 


eat bread in the ſweat of his face.” Gen. 
He alſo commanded the Jews to 
work fix days in the week. Exod. xx 9. 
And St. Paul declares, that “ if any would 
not work, neither ſhould he eat.” 2 Thel. 


in. 19. 


111. 10. 


work? 3 


The catechiſt may add, that, properly ſpeaking, 
all duties, without exception, are duties towards our- 
ſelves, ſince there is no one, the obſervance of which 
is not neceſſary to our happineſs ; 


be refigned in his misfortunes, and moderate in his 


pleaſures. 
A. Becauſe 


Q. Why ſhould he not eat, who will not 


but by theſe we 
mean, in particular, thoſe duties of which we are the 
firſt objects; thus a recluſe in a deſert iſland ought to 
work as well as if he were in the midſt of ſociety ; and 
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A. Becauſe he does nothing for his neigh- 
bours, and has no right to partake of what 
their labour has procured them.* 

Q. Should we not have been much hap- 
pier, if God had diſpenſed with our working? 

A. We ſhould, on the contrary, have 
been ſubject to many evils from which 


labour protects us, and deprived of number- 


leſs bleſſings which it procures us. 


us? 
A. It nts us from ſloth, the plague 
of many rich people; and preſerves us from 


various diſeaſes which idleneſs neceſſarily 


produces. 


3 What bleſſings does labour prone 
us? 
"A furniſhes vs with the necelicies of 
life, and often places us in affluence : it ren- 
ders our pleaſures more lively and delight- 
ful, and drives from us many temptations. 


Q How does labour drive temptations 
from us? 


9 The catechiſt will add, that the ancient 1 


tians and the Athenians were ſo ſenſible of this truth, 


chat they put to death any one who could not prove "= 


that he got an honeſt livelihood. 
A. Becauſe 


Q. From what evils does labour protect 
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A, Becauſe that activity, which God has 
given us, not permitting us to remain idle, 
we are violently tempted to do evil, when 
we are not doing good; hence idleneſs has 
been called the mother of vice. 

Q. In what does patience conſiſt? 

A. In ſuffering without murmuring the 
_ with which we are afflicted. 

Why muſt we ſuffer without mur- 
muring? 

A. For four reaſons. 

Q. What is the firſt ? 

A. In the firſt place, impatience only 
ſerves to aggravate our misfortunes ; to diſ- 
ouſt our friends and thoſe who ſerve us; 
and it takes from us that liberty of mind 
which enables us to avail ourſelves of the 
reſources which may be left us? 

Q. What is the ſecond motive to pa- 
tience? 

A. Secondly, Afflictions are often neceſ- 
ſary to diminiſh our pride and our exceſſive 
love for the things of this world: „It is 
good for me that I have been afflicted,” 
ſaid David to God, „before I went aſtray 5 


but now have I kept thy word.” Pſ. cxix 


1 N I. 


Q. What 


vu 
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Q. What is the third? 


A. It is that uninterrupted proſperity is 


very apt to make us harſh and cruel ; 
whereas misfortunes render us humane and 
compalſiucnate, 

Q. What is the laſt motive to patience ? 

A. Laſtly, There is no merit in having 
confidence in God, when every thing ſuc- 
ceeds to our wiſhes; but it ſhews a true 
faith to cry out with Job, in the midſt of 
anguiſh, “though he ſlay me, yet will I 
truſt in him.“ Job. xiii. 15. 

Q. What ought we to do particularly, 
in the time of ſickneſs ? 

A. We ſhould diſpoſe ourſelves to live 


better, if we ſhould recover our health, and 


to die well, in caſe it ſhould pleaſe God to 


take us out of the world. 


Q. How ſhould we prepare ourſelyes to 
die well? 


A. By carefully examining all our paſt 


conduct; by acknowledging and repairing 
che wrongs we have done our neighbours ; 
by forgiving thoſe who have offended us; 
and by imploring the mercy of God through 
che interceſſion of our Saviour, 


L 


SECT. XVII 


OF TEMPERANCE WITH REGARD TO 
PLEASURES. 
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Q. What is temperance ? ? 

A. Temperance conſiſts in ſeeking mo- 
derately after pleaſures, honours, and the 
things of this world; and in enjoying them 
without exceſs, when we poſſeſs them. : 

Q. What is temperance with regard to 
the table called? 

A. It is called ſobriety. 

Q. How do we violate ſobriety ? 

A. By eating or drinking to excels; 0: 
by ſeeking after delicacies in eating and 
drinking. 

Q. What harm is there in eating with 
exceſs, or with too much delicacy ? 

A. It produces three great evils. 

Q. What is the firſt? 

A. We almoſt always bring on ourſelye 


dreadful diſeaſes, and often even death it- 
elf; 
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ſelf; hence it is ſaid, that intemperance has 
killed more than the ſword. 

Q. Which is the ſecond evil cauſed by 
this vice ? 

A. By greatly augmenting our wants, 
it reduces us to miſery, if we are not rich, 
and puts it out of the power of the rich to 
aſſiſt the poor. The wicked rich man fared 
ſumptuouſiy every day, and left poor Laza- 
rus to groan in miſery at his gate without 


relief. Luke xvi. 19. 


Q. Which is the laſt evil cauſed by in- 


temperance ? 


A. It makes men neglect their ſouls ; 
and renders the duties of religion and virtue 


unpleaſant to them; ſo that they think of 


nothing but their ſenſes and this life. 
* Take heed to yourſelves,” ſaid Jeſus 
Chriſt, «“ leſt at any time your hearts be 


overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunken-. 
0 neſs, and cares of this life,” Luke 


Xxi. 34. 


Q. What do you think of drunkenneſs ? 


A. Drunkenneſs is an infamous vice, 
which makes brutes of men, and may carry 


them to the greateſt exceſſes. 
Q. What does ſcripture fay of it ? 
L 2 " WM... Who 
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A. Who hath wo? who hath ſorrow © 
© who hath contentions ?2 who hath bab- 
e bling? who hath wounds without cauſe?” 


faith Solomon: “ who hath redneſs of eyes? 


e They that tarry long at the wine, they 
ce that go to ſeek mixed wine.” Prov. 
xxiii. 29, 30. And St. Paul alſo faith, 


that ©« drunkards ſhall not inherit the King- | 


dom of God.” 1 Cor. vi. 10. 
Q. What do you think of play? 
A. It is innocent, provided we play mo- 


derately and for amuſement; and if we nei- 


ther loſe much time nor money at it. 
Q. What harm is there in playing high? 
A. In the firſt place; the ſuperfluity of 
the rich being the patrimony of the poor, 
they have no right to employ it in any 


other way than for their relief. Secondly, 
When we play high we are violently tempted 


to cheat, or to make ule of unfair means to 
repair our loſſes. 
Q. What do you think of public ſhews? 
A. They might be uſeful, if they were 


repreſented in ſuch a manner as to make 


vice hated and virtue beloved; but the way 
in which they are conducted makes it dan- 
gerous to frequent them. 


Q. Whence 
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Q. Whence comes the danger? 

A. The theatres are the ſchools of luxury: 
we there hear ſoft and effeminate muſic; 
and ſee dances which are calculated to 
awaken the paſſions; and vice is often 
painted in beautiful colours, and virtue ri- 


diculed. 


SECT; XVII. 


OF TEMPERANCE WITH REGARD TO 
RICHES. 


Q. In what does temperance with regard 


to riches conliſt ? 


A. It conſiſts in not vithing for them, 
and in enjoying them wiſely when we poſſeſs 
them ; and in ſupporting poverty with pa- 
tience, when we cannot by honeſt means be 
reheved from it. . 8 

Q. Why ſhould we not wiſh for riches ? 

A. For three principal reaſons. 

Q. What is the firſt ? 


A. It is, in the firſt place, becauſe they 


are not neceſſary to happineſs ; our real 
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wants are food, raiment and lodging ; and 
theſe we may eaſily procure without being 
rich. 

Q. What is the ſecond ? | 

A. Secondly, The deſire of riches eaſily 
prevails on us to commit crimes to acquire 
them. „The love of money is the root of 
all evil,“ ſaith St. Paul. 1 Tim. vi. 10. 

Q. What 1s the third reaſon that ought 
to prevent our wiſhing for opulence ? 

A. It is, that, even ſuppoſing we had 
acquired it by honeſt means, it is very dif- 
ficult to reſiſt the temptation of employing 
it to gratify our ſenſuality and oſtentation; 
and to guard ourſelves, in particular, againſt 
the vanity it inſpires. 

. Has not poverty its canticular temp- 
tations as well as riches 2 

A. Undoubtedly, and we ſhould fear the 
one as well as the other, and aſpire to an 
honeſt mediocrity, which will enable us ra- 
ther to give than to aſk relief. 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this? 

A. It has conſecrated the prayer of a 
wiſe Iſraelite, called Agur, who ſaid to 
God, “Give me neither poverty nor riches; 
Fe feed me with food convenient for me, 

ce leſt 
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« Jeſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay, who 
« js the Lord? Or leſt I be poor and ſteal, 
« and take the name of my God in vain,” 
Prov. xxx. 8, 9.“ 

Q How may the rich enjoy their opu- 
lence wiſely ? 

A. By avoiding pride, intemperance and 
oſtentation; and in treating the poor with 
that goodneſs and charity, which they would 
wiſh to meet with from the rich, ſhould they 
themſelves, (as it is poſſible) be reduced to 


poverty. 
Q. What is the language of ſcripture on 


this ſubject ? 


A. Solomon faith, that & whoſo mocketh We 


the poor reproacheth his Maker.” Prov. 
xvii. 85. And St. Paul, in writing to his 
diſciple Timothy, faith, « Charge them that 
ce are rich in this world, that they be not 
te high minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, 
« but that they be rich in good works.“ 
LT YE T9, 26; - -- 


Q. How ſhould the poor conduct them- 
ſelves? 


Tze catechiſt may add, that the wiſeſt among the 
Pagans have celebrated mediocrity, as the ſtate moſt 
favourable to human virtue. 
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A. They ſhould ſtrive to ſupply their 
wants by labour and frugality ; and if theſe 
means are inſufficient, implore the aſſiſtance 
of their brethren; pray for their benefactors, 
and ſuffer without murmuring, the incon- 
veniences of their ſituation, 


| 


. 


OF TEMPERANCE WITH REGARD TO 
| HONOURS. 


Q. In what does t temperance with regard 
to honours conſiſt? 

A. In ſeeking with moderation after diſ- 
tinctions and honours; in ſtriving to uſe 
them to the end for which they were in- 
ſtituted, and living in an humble and modeſt 
5 
Q. Why ſhould we not ſeek with ar- 
Cour the honours of this world? 

A. Becauſe they are imperfect 1 
which expoſe us to envy, and protect us nei- 
ther from ſickneſs nor death. 

Q. How can we make uſe of honours 

according 
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according to the end for which they were 
inſtituted ! 
A. In ſtriving with all our might to ad- 


vance the welfare and happineſs of that ſtate 
which conferred them on us. 
Q. Which are the vices that prevent our 


uſing honours to this end ? 

A. Pride and avarice. 

Q. What is pride? 

A. It is having too good an opinion of 
ourſelves, which makes us boaſt without 
reaſon, and deſpiſe other people : fond of 
oſtentation and flattery, and unable to bear 


the leaſt injury. 
Q. When we are poſſeſſed of wealth, 


talents and titles, have we not a right to be 


proud ? 


A. No; becauſe all theſe things are gifts 
from the Supreme Being ; and ſhould in- 
ſpire us with gratitude and not with pride. 
« What haſt thou,“ ſaith St. Paul, “ that 
thou didſt not receive? Now, if thou 


e didit receive it, why doſt thou glory as if 


« thou hadſt not received it.” 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
Q. Do not great virtues 8158 us a uſt 
title to pride? 


K. No; ical; our virtues are 3 
L $ imperfect ; 
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imperfect; and the moſt holy may each 
day fall into the greateſt faults: and in 


ſhort, nobody would be ſaved if God * 
us ſeverely. 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of this? 

A. © If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt mark ini- 
te quities,“ cried David, «O Lord, who ſhall 
ce ftand?” Pſ. cxxx. 3. Let him that think- 
te eth he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall,” 
faith likewiſe St. Paul. 1 Cor. x. 12. 


Q. Is the injuſtice of pride the only rea- 


ſon why we ſhould guard againſt it? 


A. We ſhould alſo guard againſt pride, 
| becauſe it leads to miſery, by Inſpiring a 
taſte for luxury; brings on us the hatred of 


others, and prevents our correcting our 
faults. 


Q. What is luxury! ? 
A. Luxury is a ſplendid and expenſive 


way of living, which ſhews itſelf in the rich- 


neſs of clothes and furniture; in the num- 


ber of ſervants; the ſumptuouſneſs of the 


table, and the elegance of houſes and 


equipages. 


Q. What harm is chere i in luxury? 
A. It is, in the firſt place, ridiculous to 
ornament ſumptuouſly a body, which is only 
duſt; 
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duſt ; and which muſt ſoon return to duſt. 
We ſhould dreſs with decency ; but the 
only ornament worthy of man 1s that of the 
ſoul ; that is to ſay, virtue, 
Go on. 

A. Secondly, Luxury is a great evil, be- 
cauſe it weakens the body and hardens the 
heart; and in fact, brings on ſo many ima- 
ginary wants, that we cannot, notwithſtand- 
ing our fortune, aſſiſt the needy. 

Q. What other evi] does luxury pro- 
duce ? 

A. In ſhort, luxury excites amongſt men 
an emulation for expence ; which, raiſing in 
them a thirſt of gold, cauſes. them to make 
uſe of every means to acquire it.“ 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of luxury ? 

A. Solomon faith, « put not forth thy- 
« ſelf in the preſence of the king, and ſtand 
ce not in the place of great men.” Prov. 
xxv. 6, And St. Paul exhorts women to 
« adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with 


* The catechift will obſerve, that though there are 
people who hoard for the ſake of hoarding, their num- 
ber is ſmall compared with thoſe who wiſh to get a 
| bal deal, that they may be able to ſpend a great 


Y 6 ſhame- 


ce ſhame-facedneſs and ſobriety; not with 
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ce broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, ot 
ce coſtly array, but with * works.” 
x Tim. ii. 9, 10. | 

Q. You have ſaid that pride will make 
people hate us; how does it produce this 
effect ? Bu 


A. Becauſe pride generally makes us 


* and laugh at them.“ 


Q. How does pride hinder us n cor- 


recting ourſelves? 


A. Becauſe it prevents the proud man 


from examining his own faults, or owning 
them, when he is told of them; and the 


firſt ſtep towards the correcting of vice, is 
to be acquainted with it. 


Q. What does ſcripture ſay of pride? 
A. It tells us that amongſt the ſeven 


things which are abominable to the Lord, 


the firſt of all is a proud look; and that 
« God reſiſteth the proud:” alſo that “ who- 


* 'The catechiſt may add, that the proud man would 


have no one praiſed nor ſpoken of but himſelf; in ſhort, 
he wiſhes to be the ſole object of the attention and ad- 


miration of the public: this makes him jealous and 
angry at all the good that is ſaid of others, and they 


5 ſoon all) Join againſt him. 


cc ſoever 


| T 6 ] 
ce ſoever exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed.” 
Prov. vi. 16, 17. yon iv. 6. Matt. 
xxili. 12. 


Q. What 1 is the virtue oppoſite to pride? 


A. It is humility. 

Q. In what does humility conſiſt? 

A. Humility conſiſts in having a modeſt 
opinion of ourſelves; in acknowledging our 
faults and blemiſhes; and not in thinking 
ourſelves better than other people. 

Q. Does ſcripture recommend this virtue? 


A. Yes; Jeſus Chriſt tells his diſciples 


to © learn of him to be meek and lowly in 
heart.” Matt. xi. 29. And St. Peter faith 


to the young people, “ ſubmit yourſelves 


« unto the elder, and be clothed with hu- 
«miley. 1 Tt v.:$. 

Q. What are the advantages of hu- 
mility ? 

A. It has two principal advantages. 
QQ. What is the firſt? 

A. Humility is the beſt means to make 
people juſt to our merits, indulgent to our 


failings, and favourable to our Juſt pe- 


tenſions. 


What Is the ſecond advantage of 
humility 3 


A. The 
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A. The humble man, convinced that he 


is not perfect, liſtens with gratitude and 
docility to the advice given him concerning 
his imperfections, and makes each day ſuch 


a progreſs in virtue as will furely lead him 


to ſupreme happineſs. St. James aſſures vs 
that “ God giveth grace to the humble.” 


James iv. 6. And Solomon likewiſe faith, 
that “ before honour is humility. 


55 


Prov. 
xv. 33. 


SECT. XX. 
OF PRAYER. 
Q. What is prayer? 


A. It is the aſking of God what we want. 
Q Does not God know our wants before 


we tell him of them? 


A. Undoubtedly; but he requires us to 
invoke him, that we may know them our- 


ſelves, and that a ſenfe of our dependence 
may make us fear and honour him. 


Q. What do we find concerning this in 


the ſcriptures ? 


A. The ſcriptures a are full of exhortations 


to 


. : ĩð2 
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to have recourſe to God in all our wants. 
« Call upon me in the time of thy trouble,“ 


faith God to man in the fiftieth pſalm, *“ ſo 


« ] will hear thee and thou ſhalt praiſe me.“ 
« Aſk and it ſhall be given you,” faith 
alſo, Jeſus Chriſt, “ ſeek and ye ſhall find, 
« knock and it ſhall be opened unto you.“ 
Matt. vii. 7. 

Q. Does not che performance of this 
duty afford great pleaſure? 

A. Nothing certainly can be more con- 


ſoling to man, than to be able to make 


known his wants to the Monarch of the 
univerſe, as to a father infinitely tender, 
ſenſible of all his troubles, and who has a 
thouſand ways to deliver him out of them. 

Q. Are not we too ſinful to preſume to 
addreſs ourſelves to God himſelf ; and would 
it not be more modeſt to invoke the angels, 
the Virgin Mary and the ſaints? 


A. No; Jeſus Chriſt commands us to 
« worſhip and ſerve God only.” Matt. iv. 


10. And St. Paul faith to the Coloſſians, 
« Jet no man beguile you of your reward in 
« a voluntary humility and worſhipping of 
£ m_ and not holding the head. 1 Col. 11, 
18, 19. 


Q. Who 
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2. Who! is the head to whom St. Paul 
would have chriſtians attach themſelves? | 
. Jeſus Chriſt the head of the Church 

and our only Mediator with God. * There 
is one God,” faith St. Paul, « and one 
cc ” MOON between God and men, the man 


Chriſt Jeſus.” 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

But do we not ſometimes requeſt the 
king faithful to pray for us, that we may 
obtain the favours we aſk ? 

A. It is true; but we know that they 
hear us; whereas © the dead have no more 
a portion of © any thing that is under the 
ſun.” Eccleſ. ix. 6. And we do not beſtow 
on the faithful that are on the earth any of 
thoſe religious honours, which the Roman 


church pays to the ſaints,* 


Q. Does God hear all men favourably 7 7 
A. No; that would neither be worthy 


of his wiſdom nor juſtice: ſcripture tells us 
that © « God heareth not ſinners; but if any 


* 'The catechiſt will obſerve that theſe honours con- 


ſiſt not only in praying to them; but in building tem- 


ples and celebrating feſtivals, to their glory; in kiſſing 


their relics, carrying their images or ſhrines in pro- 


ceſſion; and in attributing miracles to them. 


« man 
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te man be a worſhipper of God, and doet! 
* his will, him he heareth.” John 1x. 31. 

Q. How ſhould we pray to be heard? 

A. In the firſt place; we muſt either be 
good, or reſolyed to become ſo; ſecondly, 
we muſt pray with attention, with zeal, 
humility and faith. 

Q. What is praying with attention ? 

A. It is having our mind intent on the 
Supreme Being, and not thinking of other 
things. 

Q. Why muſt we pray with attention ? 

A. Becauſe praying without attention 1s 
not praying; but is, on the contrary, to be 
wanting in the profound reſpect which we 


owe to the Sovereign of the world, and 


ſhews that we have but little deſire of ob- 


taining what we aſk. 


Q. By what means can we keep our 


attention awake in praying? 


A. The principal are, to make our own 


prayers and avoid thoſe of the memory, 
which are generally repeated mechanically ; 
ſecondly, to ſay ſhort prayers that we may 
be thoroughly penetrated with the greatneſs 


of that God before whom we appear. 
Q. What is praying with zeal? 
- A 1 
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A. It is to wiſh with all our hearts to 
obtain what we afk of God: „“ the effectual 
« fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 


e much.” James v. 16. 


Q. Why ſhould we pray with fervour ? 


A. Becauſe praying coldly and negli- 


gently ſhews that we only pray for form's 
ſake, without feeling the value of God's 


: favours, or having any great delire of obtain- 


ing them. 
Q. Should we aſk with the ſame ardour 
for every thing ? 


A. No; we ſhould not aſk 95 plenty 
and health, which are only uſeful in this 
life, with as much ardour, as for thoſe 
virtues, which may add to our bliſs in time, 


and procure us that of eternity. * Seek ye 


ce firſt the kingdom of God and his righte- 
e ouſneſs, 


ſaith our Saviour. Matt. vi. 33. 


Q. Should we repeat our prayers ? 
A. Yes; the aſſiſtance of God is ſo 


neceſſary to us, and his favours are of ſo 
great value, that we ſhould never ceale 
to implore them: * be inſtant in prayer,” 
| faith St. Paul. Rom. xii. 12. 


Q. What is praying with humility ? 
A. It is to humble ourſelves deeply be- 


fore 
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fore God, with a lively ſenſe of his great 
neſs and our own unworthineſs. 

Q. Why muſt we pray with humility ? 
A. Becauſe we appear before God like 
poor creatures, unable of ourſelves to ſupply 


our wants, and like criminals who cry to 
him for pardon and mercy. 


Q What is praying with faith ? 
A. It is praying with a firm belief that 


| God will hear us. 


Q. Can we always be ſure of this ? 
A. When we aſk of God ſuch favours 


as are conformable to his will, or neceſſary 


to our ſalvation, we are always ſure of ob- 
taining them. © This is the confidence 
« that we have in him, that if we aſk any 
« thing according to his will he heareth us.“ 


1 John v. 14. St. James alſo faith, „If 


* any of you lack wiſdom, let him aſk of 


God that giveth to all men liberally and 


* upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given 


« him; but et him aſk in faith. ws James 
. 
Q. What confidence can we have of 

obtaining. the temporal favours which we 

_ aſk? | 

A. We 
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A. We may be ſure of obtaining them 
if they are really neceſſary for us.“ 
Q. Should we only pray for ourſelves ? 
A. No; the chriſtian includes in his 
Prayers all mankind and even his enemies. 
« ] exhort that ſupplications, prayers and 
© interceſſions and giving of thanks be made 
« for all men,” faith St, Paul. Tim. 1 H. 1. 


PI 


-SECT. i. 
OF THE FIRST PART OF THE LORD'S 
PRAYER. 


Q Did not Jeſus Chriſt give a form of 
prayer ? 
. Yes. and in confequence of his hav- 
ing given it, it is called the Lord s prayer. 


Q. Repeat it? 


A. Our Father which art in heaven, &c. 
. 


Q. T 0 3 is this prayer addreſſed ? 


* The catechiſt may obſerve, that men are blind in 
their deſires, and pray for wealth and titles which 
would fill them with pride and vanity; and that in 
denying them, God acts like a wiſe father, who would 
refuſe his ſon a ſweet poiſon, or a ſword with which he 
might hurt himſelf. 

A. To 


ny 
3 
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A. To our heavenly Father, that is to 
ſay, God. 

Q. How is God our Father ? 

A. Becauſe he has given us life and a 
foul made in his own likeneſs ; becauſe he 
provides for our wants in making the earth 
fruitful; and he inſtructs us by our conſci- 
ences, by his word, and his miniſters ; be- 
cauſe he bears with our faults a long time 
without chaſtiſing us; and in ſhort, becauſe 
he deſigns for us perfect happineſs in 
eternity. | 

Q. Why has Jeſus Chriſt commanded 
us to ſay our Father and not my Father? 

A. To remind us that God is the father 
of all men, as well as ours; and that we 


ſhould love and reſpect them all as his 


children. 

Q. How many petitions are there i in the 
Lord's prayer? 

A. The Lord's prayer contains ſix pe- 
titions ; the three firſt of which reſpect the 


general good of mankind; and the three 


laſt our own particular advantage. 
Q. What is the firſt ? 
A. « Hallowed be thy name.” 


Q. What 


Q. What do you mean by the name of 
| God ? 

A. I mean God himſelf or his perfections. 
1 Q. What is to hallow the name of God? 

A. It is to acknowledge and praiſe God 
as a being infinitely holy, 

Q. What do we deſire then when we ſay 
to God, * hallowed be thy name?“ 

A. We deſire that men, inſtead of pay- 

ing homage to falſe gods, as the Pagans 

did, may no longer adore any other than 
the perfect being and the Saint of ſaints. 
. Q. What is the ſecond petition in the 
| Lord's prayer ? 

A. © Thy kingdom come. 

Q. Can God for an inſtant ceaſe to be 
the king of the univerſe ? 

A. God always reigns over our bodies; 
but as men are free, and often make bad 
uſe of their liberty, God does not always 
reign over their ſouls. | 

Q. When does God reien over the ſoul: 

of 8 

A. When chey have nothing ſo much at 
heart as to pleaſe him. 

-  Q. Was this the caſe with thoſe who 
lived in the time of Jeſus Chriſt? 

A. Far from it; for the greater part of 

them 


ll 
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where, and oppoſe idolatry and corruption. 


chriſtian nations there are a great many vi- ir 
jd; 
cious and i impious people. ki 


Lord's prayer? 


f 3 on} 5 [ 
them did not even think of God, and lived 
only for vice, * 

Q. What means did God employ to re- 
eſtabliſh his empire over then? 

A. He ſent Jeſus Chrift into the EY Y 
and filled the apoſtles with the gifts of 'the 
Holy Ghoſt, that they might go every 


r — 5 A —— es 
1 


Q. What then is the meaning of theſe i 
words, © thy kingdom come?“ — 
A. We deſire by them that men may |! 
renounce their errors and vices; ſubmit 


themſelves entirely to God, and obſerve the q 
laws of the holy goſpel. il 

Q. Are we ftill required to ſay this 
prayer to God? — 


A. Yes; becauſe there are ſtill many | 
idolaters on the earth; and even amongſt i 
Q. What is the third petition in the 15 


A. * Thy will be done i in earth, as it is 
in heaven.“ 


The catechiſt may repeat here what was ſaid of 
the manners of the heathen in the ſeventeenth ſection 
of the firſt part. 

Who 
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Q. What do theſe words mean? 

| A. In theſe words we pray to God to 
give his grace to all men, that they may 
obey his holy laws with that joy and zeal 
with which angels obſerve them.“ 


SECT. XXII. 


OF THE SECOND PART OF THE LORD 8 
PRAYER. 


Q. What is the fourth requeſt in the 
Lord's Prayer ? 
A. Give us this day our daily bread.” 
| Q. Why did Jeſus Chriſt deſire us only 
| to aſk for bread ? 


*The catechiſt will add, firſt, -that,, theſe celeſtia) 
ſpirits are repreſented to us in ſcripture as fiying to 
execute the commands of God. If. vi. 2—6, Dan. ix. 
21. Secondly, That this requeſt may alſo compre- 
hend our compliance or ſubmiſſion to God's diſpenſa- 
| tions with regard to us, and even the afflictions with 
i which he may viſit us, as Jeſus Chrift ſaid to him at 
| | Gethſemane, © not as 1 will, but as theu wilt.” Matt. 
xxvi. 39. 
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A. To teach us that we ſhould be con- 
rented with what is neceſſary and not deſire 
| ſuperfluities.* 
Q. Should the rich aſk God for their 
| bread as well as the poor? 
A. Undoubtedly ; fince it is, God, wh 
gives and deprives of wealth when he 


pleaſes; and who grants us life and health 


to enjoy it. 
Q. Why did Jeſus Chriſt deſire us to ſay 
eive\us this day our daily bread ? | 

5 (A, He wiſhed by this to oblige us to 
pray every day; and to teach us alſo, that 
being liable to die every hour, we ſhould 
not be anxious about a time which we may 
never lee. 


curb to our deſires, by obſerving that nothing ſo much 
prevents our enjoying what we poſleſs as the wiſhing 


ſtances wiſhes to be wealthy; the wealthy man wiſhes 
for great riches ; the rich man wiſhes for titles; and 
the titled man would be a prince; the prince a king; 
and even kings frequently covet their neighbour's king- 
purſuing things which moſt of them cannot obtain, and 
defires of thoſe very people who ſucceed in acquiring 


bs them, 5 
| M Q. Need 


he catechiſt will here ſet forth the wiſdom of this 


for what we have not. Thus the man in eaſy circum- 


doms. Thus they torment themſelves and others by 


which ſerve rather to increaſe than leſſen the greedy 
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Q Need we only aſk our bread of God 
tO obtain it? 


A. As God never promiſed to perform 
miracles to feed the idle, we : ſhould | Join 
labour to prayer. 


Q. Which is the fifth petition in the 


Lord's prayer? 


A. Forgive us our treſpaſſes as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
Q Is it neceſſary for all men to beg of 
God to forgive their faults ? 
A. Yes; for there is not one who does 

not often ſin, either in thought, word or 
deed, and neglect to do the good that God 
has commanded him to do. If we ſay 
te that we have no fin,” faith St. John, cc we 
« deceive Rs * the truth 1 is not in 
* us,” 1 John i. 8 


* The catechiſt may obſerve that men deceive them- 

ſelves greatly in this, and often have a very high opinion 
of themſelves, even when they have not the leaſt zeal 

for good works; but merely becauſe they have not 
done any thing, which can arm human juſtice againſt 
them. But this is not the balance of the ſanRuary. 
The tree which bears no poiſon is not on bat account 
a good tree. 


2 Would 


j 
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Q. Would it not be more worthy of God 
to forgive us without conditions, than to 


oblige us to forgive our fellow- creatures? 


A. No; becauſe a brother who ſhews 
no mercy to his brother, is unworthy of that 
of our common Father. 

Q. In what does that forgiveneſs con- 
fiſt, which we owe to thoſe who have of- 
fended us ? 

A. It conſiſts not only in not doing or 
wiſhing them any harm; but in doing them, 
when an opportunity offers, all the good we 
can. 

Q. What offences ſhould we forgive? 

A. We ſhould forgive all, as we deſire 


| God to hide, by his indulgence, our great 


fins as well as our ſlight faults. 

Q. What do you think of thoſe who ſay 
chis prayer, whilſt they cheriſh ſentiments 
of hatred and revenge againſt thoſe mo 
have offended them? 


A. 'They certainly invoke evil upon 


| themſelves, and pray to the Almighty to 


treat them without mercy. 
Q. Which is the ſixth petition in the 
Lord's prayer? 


NM 2 A. « Lead 
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A. © Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.” 

Q. What is to be tempted 

A. It is to be excited to violate ſome law 
of God, to gratify ſome paſſion ; thus pride 


makes us oſtentatious; avarice diſhoneſt ; 
and idleneſs inclines us to refuſe to do any 


ſervice, which is aſked of us. 


Q. Do not temptations come from 
God ? 


A. Far from exciting us to evil, God 
turns us from it by various ways; © as he 


« cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
* tempteth he any man.” James i. 13. 

Q. Whence come temptations then ? 

A. They come chiefly from our coarſe 
ſenſes, which excite us to prefer the trifling 
goods and ſmall pleaſures of the world, to 
peace of conſcience and the bliſs of heaven. 


Every man is tempted,” ſaith St. James, 
« when he is drawn away of his own luſt, 


James 1. 14. 
Q. Could not God have prevented our 


being expoſed to temptations ? 


. Undoubtedly. . 
8 Why then has he allowed them ? 
A. To 
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A. To furniſh us with the bleſſed oppor- 
tunity of proving our obedience to him.“ 

Q. What then do we deſire of God, 
when we pray to him not to ) lead us into 
temptation? 

A. We deſire not to have all temptations 
removed from us, but that he will enable 
us to withſtand them, ſo that we may tli- 
umph over them. 

Q. What ought we to do on our part, to 
obtain this favour of God ? 

A. We ought to avoid temptations : as 


much as we can, and guard ourſelves againſt 


thoſe vices to which we are moſt inclined. 
« Watch and pray,” ſaid Jeſus Chriſt, 
that ye enter not into temptation,” Matt. 
xxvi. 41. 


Q. What is the meaning of theſe words, 
ce deliver us from evil?“ 


A. In theſe we Pray to God to protect 
us from fin, which 1 is the an of all evils. 


* The catechiſt may repeat ka what has been ſaid 


in ſection fourth of the firſt part: that he who has not 
Conquered, cannot be crowned as a conqueror. 


+ The catechiſt may obſerve, that we ſhun many 
temptations by leading a laborious and retired life ; 
and by avoiding bad books and bad company. 


M 3 What 


11 

Q. What is the meaning of the conclu- 
ſion of the Lord's prayer, “ far thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory for 
ce ever and ever?” , 

A. We acknowledge by this, that God 
is always able to grant all we aſk, ſince he 
rules over the whole univerſe; and that his 
power will be eternal. 

Q. What does the word © amen” ſignify? 

A. It denotes the ſincerity of our requeſts 
and vows. 


SECT. XXIII. 
OF THE SACRAMENTS. 


Q. What are the ſacraments ? 

A. The ſacraments are ſacred ceremo- 
nies, inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt to repreſent 
to us by viſible ſigns the grace of God to- 
wards us and our duty towards him. | 

How many ſacraments are there? 

A. Two, baptiſm and the ſupper of the 
Lord. 

Ws + When did Jeſus Chriſt inſtitute 
baptiſm ? 


A, When 
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A. When he ſaid to the apoſtles before 
he aſcended into heaven, © go ye therefore 
« and teach all nations, baptiſing them 
« in the name of the Father, and of 
e the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt,” Matt. 


Axvili. 19. 

Q. How did iy baptize in former 
times ? 
A. They plunged the ck, who ke⸗ 
ceived baptiſm, into water, 

Q. How is it adminiſtered now? 


A. By ſprinkling water on the head ot 


the child that is baptiſed, and pronouncing 
theſe words, © ] baptize thee in the name 
« of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt :” but plunging it into water, 
or ſprinkling it on che head is the fame 
thing. 

2 What does the water repreſent, which 


is ſprinkled on the head of the l 
* 


A. u fav. of God's e ee 


ON us in forgiving our ſins, provided we 
ſtrive not to fall into them again. 

Q. What is the meaning of theſe words 
in the baptiſm, “in the name of the Fa- 


M 4 | « ther, 
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© ther, and of the Son, and of the Hol) 
Gar 
A. They mean that thoſe who are bap- 
tized enter into the covenant of mercy, 
which God made with men by his beloved 


Son Jeſus Chriſt; and that they are par- 


takers of all the graces which the ſpirit of 
God, or God himſelf, grants to all thoſe, 
who fulfil the conditions of that convenant. 

Q. Can children who are baptized pro- 
miſe to be faithful to thoſe conditions ? 


A. No; but their fathers and godfathers 
bind themſelves to do all in their power to 


make them fulfil them; and they ſhould 


themſelves confirm this engagement when 


they come to a proper age. 

Q. Why then are infants baptized 7 ? 

A. Becauſe they are born of chriſtian 
parents, and as ſuch are partakers of the 
graces of the covenant of God, till they are 
able to fulfil the conditions of it. 

Qi. Are children who die without being 
baptized deprived of ſalvation on that ac- 
count? 


A. No; God is too juſt to I any 


perſon- for a thing which did not depend 


upon themſelves, and it does not de- 


pend 
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pend upon children to live long enough to 
receive baptiſm.” 
* What is the ſecond ſacrament ? 
It is the Lord's ſupper. 
Q Why was it fo called? 
A. This name was given to this ſacra- 


ment, becauſe it was inſtituted at the ſup- 


per of the paſſover *“ by our Lord Jeſus 
„ 

Q. Where do we find its inſtitution ? 

A. We find it in the goſpels; and par- 
ticularly in the firſt Epiſtle of St. Paul to 
the Corinthians. 

Q Recite the inſtitution as st. Paul re- 
lated it. 

A. « The Lord Jeſus, the ſame night 


e in which he was betrayed, took bread, 
« and when he had given thanks, he brake 


« it, and ſaid, take, eat, this is my body 
* which is brokea for you; this do in re- 


* The catechiſt will add, that the church of Rome 


J imputes this horrible injuſtice to God, and teaches 


that children, who die without baptiſm, go to a place 
= called Limbo; of which ſcripture ſaith not a word: 
but David, on the contrary, ſaith of his Son, who 


died before he was circumciſed, « I ſhall go to him, 


but he ſhall not return to me.“ 2 Sam. xii. 23. 
| Ms e membrance 


— * * * e 


„ 
e membrance of me. After the ſame man- 
<« ner alſo he took the cup, when he had 
« ſupped, ſaying, this cup is the New 
e Teſtament in my blood: this do ye as 


cc oft as ye drink it in remembrance of me.” 


1 Cor. xi. 23—24. 
Q. How is this ſacrament celebrated i in 


the church? 


A. By diſtributing bread and wine to 
the communicants. 


Q. What do the bread and wine repre- 


ſent? 


A. The bread repreſents the body of 
Jeſus Chriſt, which was crucified for us; 


and the wine repreſents his blood, which 
was ſhed for our ſins. 


Q. What was the deſign of Jeſus Chriſt 


in inſtituting this ſacrament ? 


A. Jeſus Chriſt inſtituted it to be a me- 
morial of his death and of the bleſſings it 
procures us, and to be a Please or token of 
his return. 

Q. How do you prove it? 

A. Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt himſelf faith in 
inſtituting this holy ſacrament, “ do this 
in remembrance of me.“ Luke xxii. 19. 
And by theſe words of St. Paul, © as of 

e | — 
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ce as ye eat this bread and drink this cup. 
ce ye do ſhew the Lord's death till he come.“ 
1 Cor. 1. 26.“ 
Q. Why does Jeſus Chriſt deſire 
that his diſciples ſhould remember his 


death ? 
A. Becauſe his death is the fineſt leflbn 


he gave them of the great virtue he came 


to teach, that is to ſay, charity. 

Q. How do you know that charity is 
the principal virtue with which Jeſus Chriſt 
wiſhed to inſpire men? 

A. Becauſe he ſaid himſelf to the apoſ- 
tles, „a new commandment I give unto 
« you that ye love one another; as I have 
* loved you that ye alſo love one another. 
« By this ſhall all men know that ye are 
„ my diſciples, if ye have love one to ano- 


* cher. John xiii 345 35. 


* The ace will obſerve, that a falſe prophet 


would have been careful not to eftabliſh- a memorial of 


his death; the painful remembrance of which would 
only have humiliated and diſcouraged his diſciples ; 


but that Jeſus Chriſt had reafon to fix the attention of 
his on his croſs, becauſe he was ſure that the ſhame of 
his pumiſhment would ſoon be changed into glory by 
dis reſurrection. 


M 6 2. How 
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Q How is the death of Jeſus Chriſt 
the fineſt leſſon he could give them of 
charity? 

A. Becauſe it is impoſible to prove 
our attachment to any one in a more per- 
fe& manner, than by ſuffering for them the 
moſt ſhameful and cruel puniſhment. 
Greater love hath no one than this,” ſaid 
our Saviour himſelf, * that a man lay down 
his life for his friends.” John xv. 13. 

Q What then ought thoſe to do, who 
receive the Lord's ſupper ? 

A. They ought to meditate on the ſof- | 
ferings and death of their Redeemer, as a 
_ finiſhed model of the mutual love they owe 
each other, and a pledge of the infinite 
Mppigcls he deſigns for them in eternity. 

Q. How is the death of Jeſus Chriſt a 
pledge of this happineſs? | 
A. Becauſe there is nothing which we 
may not expect from a God, who for us 
conſented to the puniſhment of his well- 
loved. © He that ſpared not his own ſon,” 
faith St. Paul, „but delivered him up for 
eus all, how ſhall he not with him alſo 
freely give us all things.” Rom. viii. 32. 


SECT. 


SECT. XXIV. 


OF THE ERRORS OF THE ROMAN CHURCH 
ON THE SACRAMENT. 


Q. Are there not other errors on the 
facrament, in the church of Rome, beſides 
the opinion on the baptiſm of children ? 


A. Yes; to the two facraments inſti- 


tuted by Jeſus Chriſt, . it. has added five 
others; and teaches many errors on that of 


the Lord's ſupper. 
Q. What are the ſacraments it has 
added? 


A. Confirmation, penance, extreme unc- 
tion, ordination and matrimony. 

Q. What'is confirmation ? 

A. It is the ratification which children 
make of the vow to be chriſtians, made for 


them at their en by their fathers or 


godfathers. 


Q. Is it not ide; that children ſhould 


ratify their baptiſmal vow ? 
X. Undoubredly 
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A. Undoubtedly ; ſince no perſon can 
be obliged to become a chriſtian againſt his 
will, or without his knowledge. 

Q. What then do you find fault with in 
the confirmation of the church of Rome ? 

A. This confirmation ſhould only take 
place when children are of a proper age; 
and in the church of Rome they are con- 
firmed at eight or ten years old; when they 
are as little able to judge of the proofs of 
chriſtianity as at eight days old. 

Q. What 1s penance ? 

A. Penance includes three things. Firſt, 
The confeſſion which the Roman Catholics 
muſt make of their ſins to a prieſt, at leaſt 
once a year. Secondly, The expiation 
which this prieſt impoſes on them; and, in 
ſhort, the abſolution he gives them provided 
they make this expiation and promiſe to 

Hve better. 
Q. What is there blameable i in this? 
A. As ſcripture does not oblige chriſ 


tians to confeſs their ſins to prieſts, nobody 
has a right to impoſe ſuch a yoke upon 


them. 


Q. But does not St. James fay, confeſs 
your faults one to another ? James v. 16. 
Th A. Ves; 
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A. Yes; and we ought in conſequence 
of this humbly to own our faults to thoſe 
whom we have offended ; but the apoſtle's 
injunction is univerſal, and no more obliges 
the people to confeſs to the clergy, than 
the clergy to the people. 


Q. What elſe is there blameable 1 in we 


Roman penance ? 
A. The expiations which Saber im- 


poſe are moſt of them ſuperſtitious; and 
God alone can forgive ſins, becauſe he alone 


knows whether we truly repent.“ 
Q. What is extreme unction? ? 
A. It conſiſts in anointing dying perſons 
with a ſacred oil, which can be of no uſe 
either to them or any one elſe. 

Q. What is ordination? 

A. Ordination is the ceremony by which 
a perſon is admitted into the ecclefiaſtical 


tate; but it cannot be a ſacrament, becauſe 
ſacraments ſhould be common to all chrif- 


The catechiſt may add, that theſe expiations or 
penances conſiſt generally in repeating ſo many times 
the ſame prayer, in viſiting ſo many churches, in ab- 
ſtaining from cating ceriain things, or in going in 
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tians, and all chriſtians cannot be eccle- 
ſiaſtics. 
Q. What do you think of matrimony ? 
A. Matrimony is not a ſacrament, ſince 
it impoſes no new obligation to be a chriſ- 
tian; and is in uſe amongſt Pagans, Ma- 
hometans and Jews.* 


skcr. XXV. 


| CONTINUATION OF THE ERRORS OF THE 
| CHURCH OF ROME ON THE SACRA- 
MENTS. | 


Q. What are the errors of the church of 
Hove reſpecting the Lord's ſupper? 
. In the firſt place; the Roman church 
900 gives the bread and refuſes the cup. 
Secondly, It teaches that the bread and 
wine, in the Lord's ſupper, become the real 
r and the real blood of Jeſus Chriſt; 


» The e may "as that the Roman ck 
as ſtill more blameable in making matrimony a ſacra- 
ment; becauſe it is forbidden to the clergy ; and 

_ celibacy is repreſented as a much more holy | ſtate. 


ls in 
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in ſhort, it pays to this bread, the adoration 
which is only due to God. 

Q. Prove that it is unjuſt to refuſe the 
cup to the people ? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt in giving it to the 
apoſtles, ſaid, “ drink ye all of it.“. Matt. 
xxvi. 27, St. Paul likewiſe faith, © let 
him eat of that bread and drink of that 


cup.“ 1 Cor. xi. 28, In virtue of theſe 


words Chriſtians have communicated under 


both forms for more than fourteen cen- 


turies, © 
Q. What dbes the church of Rome call 
the pretended change of the bread and wine 
into the body and blood of our Saviour? 
A. It is called tranſubſtantiation. 


Q Why do you not believe tranſubſtan- 


tiation? 


A. Becauſe it is contrary to ) the eſtimony 


of our ſenſes, to reaſon, to ſcripture, and to 
the great reſpe& we owe Jeſus Chriſt. 
Q. How is it contrary to our ſenſes? 


A. The ſight, the touch, the ſmell and 
the taſte, all agree n convincing us that 


»The catechiſt will add, that it was only in the 


year 1414 that the council of Conſtance ventured to 
deprive the laity of the cup. 


what 
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what we receive at the Lord's ſupper 1s 
only bread and wine. And if we doubt the 
teſtimony of our ſenſes with reſpect to what 
is within their reach, we ſhould no longer 
be ſure of any thing. 

Q. What does reaſon ſay on tranſub- 
{tantiation ? 

A. Reaſon ſays that it is impoſible tor 
2 body to be in ten thouſand different places 
at once; or that it ſhould ſtill live, though 

eaten continually. 

Q. How is tranſubſtantiation contrary to 
| ſcripture? 

A. Becauſe ſcripture never calls that 
which is received in the Lord's ſupper any 
thing but bread and wine; and it alſo tells 
us, that “ heaven muſt receive Jeſus Chriſt 
until the times of the reſtitution of all 
* things,” that is to ſay, until the laſt day. 
Acts iii. 21, 

Q. How is it contrary to the reſpect 
due to Jeſus Chriſt ? x 

A. Becauſe it is highly improper to ſup- 
poſe that Jeſus Chriſt, at the voice of a 
man, leaves eternal glory to come to be 

eaten on earth. 

Q But 
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Q. But did not Jeſus Chriſt ſay in giving 
the bread to the apoſtles, © this is my body?” 


A. Yes; as he alſo ſaid in giving them 
the cup, * This cup is the New Teſtament 


in my blood;” and as no one ever ſuppoſed 


that a cup was a Teſtament, neither can it 


be more properly ſaid, that a bit of bread 
is the body of our Saviour. 
Q. Are there not other proofs that we 


ought to take thoſe ſacramental words, 
te this is my body,” in a figurative ſenſe ? 


A. Yes; for by taking them in a literal 


ſenſe, we muſt ſuppoſe that Jeſus Chriſt 
held himſelf in his hand whilſt he ſpoke 


them, and that his apoſtles were eating him 


at the ſame time he was inſtructing them. 


Q. What do you think of the adoration 


| which the church of Rome pays to the 
bread 1n the Lord's ſupper, which it calls 


the hoſt ? 
A. All the reaſons thar prove that Joſs 


_ Chriſt is not in the hoſt, prove likewiſe that 


it is impoſſible to adore that bit of dough 
without being uy of groſs idolatry.* 


adore any thing that is ſubject to rottenneſs, and to be 


Q Should 
1 The catechiſt will add, that it is very abfurd bs 
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Q. Should we not adore Jeſus Chrift 
when we communicate ? 
A. Yes; but we muſt adore him by 
railing our hearts to heaven, where he reigns 
over the world and his church, 


SE ads XXVI. 


OF THE CONDITIONS REQUISITE FOR 
| THE RECEIVING OF THE LORD'S sur. 
PER WORTHILY. 


2. M we receive we ſacrament at all 
ages, or in any diſpoſition? 

A. No; we ſhould be called to it 4 by 
the paſtors, who adminiſter the ſacraments; 
we ſhould be of a proper age, and have 
knowledge ſufficient to underſtand what we 
are doing; and we ſhould be diſpoſed to 
fulfil the promiſes which we make at" the 
holy table. 


| 3 by worms, 3 to be burnt; and that nothing ex 
poſes our religion ſo much to the ridicule of infidels, 
who accuſe —— of making a god and then Fading 


£ 2. What 
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Q. What knowledge and diſpoſitions of 
mind are requiſite to be admitted to the 
Lord's ſupper. 

A. We mult be convinced of the truth 
of the proofs of chriſtianity and of the ex- 
cellence of the virtues it impoſes ; and be 
reſolved to loſe and ſuffer every thing rather 
than abjure the firſt or abandon the others.“ 

Q. Might we not in time of perſecution 
pretend to abjure our religion to ſave our 
lives? 7 

A. No; Jeſus Chriſt has declared, that 
we ſhould not fear them who kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the ſoul; and he 
likewiſe ſaith, © whoſoever ſhall deny me 
« before men, him will I alſo deny before 
« my Father which is in heaven.” Matt. 
X. 28—33. % 
Q. Why does 10 Chriſt require his 
diſciples to acknowledge him before men? 

A. For two principal reaſons. 


: 


* The catechiſt will add, that this is expreſſed in 
the word ſacrament, it being derived from a Latin 
word which denotes the oath of fidelity made by the 
Roman ſoldiers to the emperor ; and that in receiving 


the Lord's ſupper, we make oath to Jeſus Chriſt to 
believe in, and 1 imitate him. 


Q. What 
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A Q. What is the firſt ? 

A. Men acting moſtly from example, 
the ſight of a chriſtian renouncing his faith 
might be the cauſe of many apoſtates; as 
the firmneſs of him, who dies in the cauſe 
of truth, is extremely well calculated to 
ſupport thoſe who were before unſteady. 

Q. What is the ſecond ? 

A. It is very right we ſhould be ready 
to loſe our lives rather than deny the mighty 
God, who gave them to us, and who after 
death will give us life in heaven. 

Q. With what ſentiments ſhould we be 
penetrated when we communicate? 

A. We ſhould be filled with gratitude 
towards God, who ſent Jeſus Chriſt into 
the world, to bring back miſtaken men to 
the paths of virtue and happineſs ; and pe- 
netrated with love for his ſon, who left the 
bliſs of heaven, to render us, at the expence 

of his own blood, this ineſtimable ſervice. 
Q. How ſhould we prove theſe ſenti- 
ments ? 

A. Not ly by thankſgivings ; ; but by 
treating our brethren with that mercy, which 
the Supreme Being has ſhewed us; in 

aſſiſting as far as we are able thoſe who fſuf- 
fer ; 
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fer; and in forgiving all thoſe who have 
given us cauſe of complaint. | 


Q. What is it to receive the Lord's ſup- 
per unworthily : e 


A. I1t is to receive it for ſorm or de- 


cency's ſake, without love for God or men, 


without ſorrow for our ſins, or a defire of 
repairing them; and without reſolving not 
to relapſe into them any more. 


2 What does ſcripture uy of ſuch com- 
municants ? 


A. That they eat and drink damnation 
to themſelves. 1 Cor. xi. 29. 


evil? 


A. We ſhould examine ourſelves before 


we approach the holy table. Let a man 
examine himſelf,” faith St. Paul. „ and 


« ſo let him eat of that bread and drink of 


ee that cup.” 1 Cor. xi. 28. 


Q. On what ſhould we examine our 


ſelves? 


A. On our actions, our * and our 
thoughts; on our paſt conduct with reſpett 


to God, our ſuperiors, our _ and 1 in- 
feriors. 


Q. Is this examination very neceſſary? 


A. Yes; 


Q. What ſhould we do to provern this 
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A. Yes; ſince we cannot repair the evil 
we have done, if we are ignorant of having 
done any; nor acquire virtues which we 
have not, if we think we already poſſeſs 
them, 

Q. How can we know our faults and 
vices ? 

A. By comparing what we have done 
with that which the goſpel commands us 
to do; by attending to the inſtructions of 
our friends, and even liſtening to what our 
enemies ſay.“ 


Should great ſinners keep away from 
the ſacrament ? 


A. No; however great and numerous 
our ſins may be, we may be aſſured God 
will pardon them, if we ſincerely repent. 


* The catechiſt will obſerve, that the paſſion of our 
enemies may make them calummate us; but that they 
often do no more than exaggerate our faults, He may 
adds, that wiſe Pagans felt ſo well the importance of 
ſtudying their own hearts, that one of them engraved 
on the front of the temple at Delphos theſe beautiful 
words, Know thyſelf;”” but that unhappily moſt men 
live ſtrangers to themſelves, and fear nothing ſo much, 
as viewing themſelves cloſely : this alone proves that 
they are not what they ought to be. 

Q. How 
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Q. Ho do you know this ? 

A. Becauſe ſcripture tells us that,“ like 
« as a father pitieth his children, ſo the 
« Lord pitieth them that fear him.” And 
alſo that © there is more joy in heaven over 
c one ſinner that repenteth, than over ninety 
* and nine juſt perſons that need no repent- 
« ance,” Pf. eiii. 13. Luke xv. - 

Q. What muſt we do to obtain this 
pardon ? 

A. We muſt confeſs all our ſins to God, 
implore his mercy in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt; repair our faults as well as we can, 
and guard againſt falling into them again. 
« He that covereth his ſins,” ſaith Solomon, 
* ſhall not proſper: but whoſo confeſſeth 


© and forſaketh them ſhall have mercy, 8 
Prov, xxviii. 13. 
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SECT. XXVII. 


OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PIETY, AND 
THE MEANS OF PRESERVING IT, 


Q. Are not the duties of religion very 
painful ? 

A. Yes, when we avs long neglected 
them; but when we have early accuſtomed 
ourſelves to obſerve and practiſe them, they 
are full of pleaſures. 

Q. What does ſcripture ſay of them? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt ſaid to the apoſtles, 
ce my yoke is eaſy and my burden is light.“ 
And St. Paul likewiſe aſſures us, that that 
which God requires of us © is good and 
acceptable and perfect. Matt. xi. 30. Rom. 
xili. 2. 
Q ls it a painful duty to love God? 

A. On the contrary, every ſentiment 
of affection is agreeable; and the greateſt 
of all our pleaſures ſhould be to love chat 
tender and generous Father, who, even 5 
ore 
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fore the creation of the world, was employed 
for our happineſs. 

Q. ls it a painful duty to love our fellow- 
creatures? 

A. Nothing, on the contrary, is more 
melancholy than the lives of thoſe, who 
love only themſelves, and who deliver their 
ſouls to the torments of hatred and revenge ; 
but the ſenſible, indulgent and compaſſionate 
chriſtian enjoys the happineſs of his brethren 
as well as his own; and even the tears 
which he ſheds for their ſufferings do _ 
flow without a ſweet ſenſation. 

Q. Are the pleaſures of luxury and pa- 
rade greater than thoſe of beneficence ? 

A. No; the oſtentatious man inſpires 
rather envy and hatred, than admiration ; 
he often ruins himſelf by his vain expences, 
and then finds but little compaſſion ; and 
death is indeed to him the king of terrors. 

0 Is it thus with the beneficent man ? 

A. The beneficent man is, on the con- 
 trary, beloved; his proſperity is the public 
Joy; he is pitied and relieved in his mis- 
fortunes, and even death cannot terrify him, 
becauſe he knows that © charity,” in the 

cc Q ſight 
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ſight of God, © covereth a multitude of 
ſins.” 1 Pet. iv. 8. 1 

Q. Are the intemperate and idle more 

happy than the chaſte, laborious and ſober 
man? 

A. The intemperate and idle, on the 
contrary, ruin their health, reputation and 
fortune, and frequently even haſten their 
death. Whereas the laborious and tempe- 
rate man reliſhes pleaſures the more, be- 
cauſe he enjoys them without exceſs; and 
becauſe ſickneſs, ſhame and remorſe never 
imbitter them, 

Q. Does not ſcripture as well as reaſon 

tell us, that the ſureſt way to be happy on 
earth is to obſerve the laws of God? 
A. Yes; St. Paul aflures us that “ god- 
<« lineſs is profitable unto all things, having 
<« promiſe of the life that now is and of that 
ce which is to come.” 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

Q. If piety be ſo uſeful, even on earth, 
why do ſo many people neglect it? 
A. Becauſe they are carried away by 
their depraved and brutiſh ſenſes; and act 
without conſelting reaſon and experience; 


and without cultivating the faith and the 
5 virtues, 
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virtues, which had been taught em in 
their youth.“ 


Q. What muſt we do to avoid this mis- 
fortune? 8 

A. We muſt feed our fouls with reading 
the ſacred books, and with works compoſed 
to prove their divinity; we muſt conſtantly 
attend holy meetings, pray often, ſhun the 
ſociety of vicious and impious men, and 
ſeek with zeal the acquaintance | of good 
people. 

Q. But in living thus do we not appear 
ridiculous in the eye of the world? 

A. There are, it is true, too many fri- 


volous people, who reject religion, becauſe 
they do not know it, and ridicule thoſe who 


revere it; but the chriſtian deſpiſes the con- 
tempt of unjuſt men; and contented with 


* The catechiſt will add, that if we do not advance 


in the path of goodneſs, we muſt be going back; be- 


cauſe the flight knowledge of holy things, which we 
had acquired in youth, wears inſenfibly away, if we 
do not take care to preſerve it, and forgotten truths 
cannot ſerve e to curb the paſſions, 


the 
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the approbation of God, he pities the im- 
pious man, and fears him not.“ 
Q. Could you repreſent in a few words 
the conduct of a true chriſtian? 

A. Yes; the chriſtian ſtrives to live 
each day as he will wiſh to have done 
when he ſhall be called to appear before 
his Judge: We look not at the things 
cc which are ſeen,” ſaith St. Paul, “ but 
te at the things which are not ſeen; for the 
ce things which are ſeen are temporal, but 


* the things which are not ren are eternal, 5 


2 Cor, 1 iv. 18, 


OS 


The catechiſt will obſerve, that the raillery which 
wicked men and libertines ſometimes make uſe of 
againſt believers proceeds leſs from real contempt, 
than from a ſecret vexation that others aſpire to eternal 
happineſs, which they have renounced ; and that in- 
deed, without being a fool, one cannot help reſpecting 
| a chriſtian who ſeeks the favour of God, by labourin 2 
for the * of men. 


THE END. 
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